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New face of 
aGriculture

KaP Goes 
to bat

By Lorraine Stevenson
co-operator staff

Fewer and larger rural 
municipalities are on 
the horizon with last 

week’s throne speech calling 
for mandatory amalgamation 
of the province’s smallest local 
governments. 

Ninety-two of Manitoba’s 197 
municipalities no longer meet 
the Municipal Act’s popula-
tion threshold of 1,000. Many 
of these now have fewer than 
500 constituents and some even 
less than 200. 

Yet, with a system of govern-
ance unchanged in almost a 

Province wants 
municipalities 
to amalgamate
Local governments are 
due for a shakeup

see MUNIcIPALITIES on page 7 »  

By Shannon Vanraes
co-operator staff

Manitoba Hydro just doesn’t 
understand modern farming 
and its Bipole III route will 

cause headaches across much of the 
province’s farming heartland for decades 
to come, a series of witnesses told the 
Clean Environment Commission over 
the past several weeks.

The southern portion of the multibil-
lion-dollar transmission line is slated 
to come down south of Langruth, jog 
around MacGregor, and eventually head 
east, running past St. Claude, Brunkild 
and Niverville before heading north to 
the Riel Converter Station on the east 
side of Winnipeg. There will be three or 
four towers every mile — each rising 
about 148 feet above the ground and sit-
ting on a base 23 feet square.

Manitoba Hydro doesn’t seem to 
understand the challenge of farming 
around the massive towers, an Alberta 
farm appraiser and planning consultant 
told the commissioners.

Its original plan to place the towers 20 
metres into fields was bad enough — its 
revised plan to move them 42 metres in 
is even worse, said Robert Berrien. 

farmers decry plan  
to put transmission  
towers in fields
Bipole III will see 148-foot-high towers placed mid-field in a swath of farms  
stretching from Langruth to St. claude and nearly as far east as Steinbach

see TOWERS on page 6 »  

A model of a bipole transmission tower sits on a table during the Clean Environment Com-
mission’s hearings on Bipole III at the Winnipeg Convention Centre.  photo: shannon Vanraes
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U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
r e s e a r c h e r s  s a y 

that new analysis of  the 
pig genome has revealed 
new similarities between 
p i g s  a n d  h u m a n s  t h a t 
could potentially advance 
b i o m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h 
significantly. 

A USDA release says addi-
tional  f indings from the 
study, reported Nov. 16 in 
the journal  Nature ,  may 
also lead to better breeding 
strategies, improved pork 
production and improve-
ments to human health. The 
research was conducted by 
a global team of scientists 
as part of the International 
Swine Genome Sequence 
Consortium (ISGSC).

“This new swine genome 
sequence analysis  helps 
us understand the genetic 
mechanisms that enable 
high-quality pork produc-
tion, feed efficiency and 
resistance to disease,” said 
Sonny Ramaswamy, director 
of USDA’s National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture. 

The study found that the 
pig and its cousin the wild 
boar have much in common 
with humans. 

“The (USDA) scientists’ 
work revealed a high degree 
of similarity in the immunity 
genes of pigs and humans, a 

discovery that could contrib-
ute significantly toward the 
use of swine as a model in 
studies of both human and 
animal health and increase 
the potential of the pig as 
a biomedical model,” the 
release said.

Pig genome research 
could help humans
Pigs and people have much in common
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Say hello to your cousins. A USDA study finds several similarities 
between the human and pig genomes.  PHoTo: canSTock
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By Lorraine Stevenson 
CO-OPERATOR STAFF 

New research to track 
phosphorus flow from 
f l o o d - p r o n e  a re a s 

will be one component of a 
comprehensive surface water 
management strategy coming 
for Manitoba, the speech from 
the throne stated November 
19. 

New research looking at the 
role of wetland conservation 
and restoration, and risks to 
watercourses from toxic algae 
is also promised. 

“Our government recog-
nizes the importance that sci-
entific evidence must play in 
guiding actions to save Lake 
Winnipeg,” stated the speech 
read by Chief Justice Richard 
Scott at the opening of the 
second session of the 40th 
legislature last week. 

“The record flooding of last 
year focused our attention 
on the importance of surface 
water management,” it says. 

The $1-billion flood of 2011 
is cited at the beginning of 
the speech promising a “bal-
anced, moderate and for-
ward-looking” government 
approach as the province tries 
to deal with mounting costs in 
areas such as health care. 

“Now is not the time for a 
dramatic expansion of the 
public sector, nor for reck-
less cuts to key services,” the 
speech stated.

“Rather it is a time to pro-
tect core services while mak-
ing targeted, strategic invest-
ments to support opportuni-
ties and economic growth.

Churchill 
One such investment will be 
in what’s being dubbed as a 
“new northern prosperity 
initiative” promising a more 
prominent future role for 
Churchill and its deep-water 
port as the province moves to 
create jobs and build northern 
infrastructure. 

Awaiting a report from the 
provincial-federal Task Force 
on the Future of Churchill 
before the end of the year the 
province is expecting it will 
identify “significant commer-
cial and partnership oppor-
tunities to diversify traffic 
through the Port of Churchill,” 
the speech said. 

“Churchill’s Arctic deep-
water port positions it as 
the hub of a strategic Arctic 
Gateway that will contribute 
to sustainable prosperity both 
in northern Manitoba and 
Nunavut,” it said. 

Road construction on Lake 
Winnipeg’s east side, including 
four new bridges to be com-
pleted this winter also figure in 
the government’s development 
plans. 

Bridge replacements and 
repairs also figure prominently 
in the speech, with announce-

ments that followed later in 
the week of plans to replace 
or do major repairs to a dozen 
bridges throughout the prov-
ince including three bridges 
over the Souris River damaged 
by 2011 flooding. 

With many of Manitoba’s 
highways and bridges now 50 
years or older, the province 
remains committed to renew-
ing the system, noting it has 
already done work on over 
7,400 km of roads and high-
ways and nearly 200 bridges 
as part of its 10-year, $4-billion 
commitment to transportation 
infrastructure.

“Our investments in the core 
highway network are bearing 
fruit and Manitobans are driv-
ing on renewed roads in all 
corners of the province,” the 
speech said. 

Health care
A five-year sustainability plan 
to provide core health-care 
services is also coming. Under 
the plan there will be fund-
ing for new frontline positions 
including nurse practitioners, 
dietitians, nurses and physi-
cian assistants for those medi-
cal practices which will agree 
to take in more patients. 

There will also be more 
QuickCare clinics, ACCESS 
Centres, and mobile clinics 
opened to provide access to 
care closer to home and the 
government is promising to 
step up efforts to train more 
family doctors by boost-
ing the number of medical 
residencies. 

All 16 rural chemother-
apy centres across the prov-
ince are slated to become full 
CancerCare Manitoba hubs. 

Labour
The government also wants 
to help tradespersons pur-
sue their education earlier, by 
facilitating more apprentice-
ship programming for high 
schools.  It will also be con-
sulting with rural communi-
ties about ways to help more 
rural-based journeypersons 
start their own businesses. 

Other promises from the 
speech include more support 
for municipal composting pro-
grams, including a city-wide 
curb-side program in Brandon 
and ongoing support for the 
government’s five-year plan 
to build 1,500 new, affordable 
and social housing units. 

“In the year ahead, we 
will introduce new tools to 
help lower-income families 
achieve their goal of home 
ownership and to support 
the development of housing 
co-ops,” it said. “We will also 
give municipalities innovative 
new tools to help them create 
opportunities for affordable 
housing.”

lorraine@fbcpublishing.com

Water management, northern 
development cited in throne speech
Churchill’s role will grow as province pursues initiative to boost northern prosperity, speech says

“Churchill’s Arctic deep-water port positions 
it as the hub of a strategic Arctic Gateway that 
will contribute to sustainable prosperity both 
in northern Manitoba and Nunavut.”

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 

BRIEFS

U.S. pork 
stocks rise to 
a record high
REUTERS / Pork stored 
in U.S. warehouses in 
October rose to a record 
high for that month as hog 
herds were reduced due to 
high feed costs.

Producers have hurried 
their animals to market 
at a record pace and, 
coupled with the normal 
seasonal buildup in hog 
slaughters, that could 
result in tighter supplies 
in 2013.

The USDA says end-
of-October pork stocks 
hit 606.2 million pounds, 
down four per cent from 
September, but up 24 per 
cent from last year.

Cargill 
outsources 
transportation
WINNIPEG / REUTER 
Cargill says it will hire 
an outside company to 
handle transportation of 
the beef it produces at 
Guelph, one of its two big 
Canadian beef-packing 
plants.

The decision will help 
Cargill deal with escalat-
ing transportation costs 
in the highly competitive 
eastern Canadian retail 
market, the company said 
in a statement.

About 50 unionized and 
non-union employees will 
lose their jobs as a result.

The change does not 
affect Cargill’s beef plant 
at High River, Alta., which 
competes with the XL 
Foods plant at Brooks.

Staff 

Scientists looking for a way 
to extract the sugars from 
cornstalks for ethanol pro-

duction have found an ally in 
white rot fungus, the American 
Chemical Society reports in a 
podcast.

Based on a report by Yebo Li, 
PhD, in ACS’s journal Industrial 
&  En g i n e e r i n g  C h e m i s t r y 
Research, researchers found 
that by treating stover with the 
white rot fungus for one month 
enabled them to extract up to 
30 per cent more sugar from 
the leaves and 50 per cent more 
from the stalks and cobs. 

The need for new sources of 
ethanol has shifted attention to 
using stover (the leaves, stalks 
and cobs), which is the most 
abundant agricultural residue 
in the U.S., estimated at 170 
million to 256 million tons per 
year, the report says.

The challenge was to find a 
way to break down the tough 
material in cobs, stalks and 
leaves — so that sugars inside 
can be fermented to ethanol. 

P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  i n d i -
cated that a microbe known 

as a white rot fungus showed 
promise for breaking down 
that tough plant material prior 
to treatment with enzymes to 
release the sugars. To advance 
that knowledge, the researchers 
evaluated how well the fungus 
broke down the different parts 
of corn stover and improved the 
sugar yield.

Because corn leaves are use-
ful for controlling soil erosion 
when left in the field, harvest-
ing only the cobs and stalks for 
ethanol production may make 
the most sense in terms of sus-
tainable agriculture, the report 
suggests.

Fungus boosts ethanol 
extraction from cornstalks
The finding may hasten the development of 
alternative biomass sources

PHOTO: FILE



A giving 
community 

As a kid growing up on the farm, 
each season came with its unique 
set of memories. It may have been 

only once that we were all conscripted 
Thanksgiving Monday into digging the 
remaining rows of potatoes out of the 
cold, snow-speckled mud, but it was a 
memory maker. 

Other events however, were routine, 
such as Dad disappearing for a few days 
in early November to attend the Pool 
annual meeting, and pestering him when 
he returned to see if the pond ice was 

thick enough for skating. 
And sometime in October/November was when the grain 

truck was loaded for a special delivery to one of the eleva-
tors in the area — the family’s annual contribution to the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

Back in the 1980s, farmers delivered grain donations for 
the newly formed Canadian Foodgrains Bank to local ele-
vators on specially designated days. That same grain was 
passed through the system and placed onto ships for deliv-
ery to hungry people in poor countries, forging a physical 
connection and maybe even some kinship between a Prai-
rie farmer and food aid recipients. 

It didn’t take long in those early years for co-ordinators 
to realize that direct transfers of grain were a pretty clunky 
way to help the hungry. Changes were made that allowed 
that grain to be replaced in kind at the export terminals for 
the sake of logistical efficiency.

It took longer for Canadian aid agencies to succeed in 
the next step, convincing the federal government that 
international food assistance should be decoupled from 
the purchase of Canadian-produced commodities. 

Now grain donations from individual farmers or the 200 
community growing projects are sold and the cash used to 
purchase at least some of the food in the destination coun-
tries. This progression not only allowed food aid to get to 
the people who need it sooner, but with less disruption to 
local diets and regional economies. 

This is just one way in which humanitarian food aid has 
evolved over the years. Another is the recognition that it’s 
far better to intervene before a pending food crisis than 
deal with the aftermath. And it’s even better still to support 
efforts aimed at food security so that the number of people 
at risk of hunger continues to decline. 

But that progression leads those in the food aid business 
into a labryinth of political and logistical complexities. As 
University of Waterloo professor and author Jennifer Clapp 
chronicles in her book, Hunger in the Balance: The New 
Politics of International Food Aid, the seemingly simple 
challenge of meeting the basic needs of the world’s hungry 
is too easily mired down by foreign policy trade and eco-
nomic priorities. 

While much progress has been made in how donor 
countries manage their humanitarian files, Clapp says the 
global food situation remains precarious — especially for 
those on the front lines of climate change or those whose 
ability to buy food rises and falls with volatile commodity 
prices. 

While the move to allocate food aid in dollars rather than 
tonnage was widely recognized as an important step for-
ward, it also transfers the risk of price volatility away from 
the donor country onto the plates of recipients. A tonne is 
a tonne, but a dollar only stretches so far. 

So a lot has changed in the food aid business over the 
past 30 years, just as it has in farming. But some things 
haven’t. 

Despite recent cuts to CIDA, Canada is still recognized 
as a global leader in its support for food security devel-
opment. In recent years, it took the lead in renegotiating 
the Food Aid Convention into the more comprehensive 
Food Assistance Convention. A recent OECD report said 
Canada’s 12 per cent allocation of its bilateral assistance to 
food security is the highest of any OECD country. Canada 
also contributes the most to agricultural extension among 
OECD countries. 

It is due in part to gentle nudging from NGOs such as 
the CFGB. That grassroots involvement from the spiritual 
and farming communities across Canada is what made the 
now 15-member CFGB unique among non-government 
humanitarian organizations and why it is acknowledged 
as a key strategic partner with the Canadian International 
Development Agency. 

“They have been doing a fantastic job,” Julian Fantino, 
minister of international co-operation, said after a recent 
visit to the CFGB’s Winnipeg head office. CIDA recently 
inked a $25-million yearly commitment to supporting the 
efforts of CFGB members over the next five years. 

The needs have never been greater. Thankfully, the tradi-
tion of farmers and rural communities sharing their gener-
osity with others remains as strong as ever. 

laura@fbcpublishing.com

WSGA wants investigation 
into XL beef recall
By Phil Rowland
PRESIDENT, WESTERN STOCK GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION/ HIGH RIVER

The Western Stock Growers’ Associa-
tion (WSGA) has respectfully asked the 
Government of Canada to launch an 

independent investigation into the crisis sur-
rounding the closing and long process to reo-
pen the XL beef plant in Brooks.

Recently, producers at the Alberta Beef Pro-
ducers (ABP) zone meeting in Fort MacLeod 
supported a motion to call for an inquiry 
that will go beyond the internal review so far 
promised by government. This motion came 
from a discussion critical of how the issue was 
handled and concerns on how to avoid such 
preventable crises in the future. The roles 
of all involved including the operator, the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), the 
USDA and governments must be explored. 
Everyone from the cattle producer to the con-
sumer holds a measure of responsibility to 
keep the food on our families’ plates safe. 
We applaud the ABP for joining our efforts in 
requesting a full investigation into the recall.

Some of the unanswered questions WSGA 
requested the government to address in a 
thorough investigation include:

1. When an outside audit conducted in May 
by Silliker Inc. found that sampling of trim 
product was “inconsistent” with the stand-
ard, why was not a Corrective Action Request 
(CAR) issued?

2. When a 2010 survey by FSIS indicated 
that the majority of the largest meat packers 
diverted or destroyed all trim in a batch or on 
a day if five per cent of its tests were positive 
for E. coli 0157:H7 and the HACCP plan for XL 
only diverted product if more than 10 per cent 
of a batch tested positive or more than 20 per 

cent of the day’s production was tainted, why 
did the CFIA approve this process?

3. Between Sept. 17 and Oct. 12, CFIA 
issued 17 Health Hazard Alert updates, each 
of which has expanded the list of recalled 
products in excess of 1,800 products and an 
estimated recall of 45 million pounds. What 
parameters did CFIA use in making these 
decisions?

4. As 17 Health Hazard Alerts is very high 
considering it was for the same event, did the 
CFIA give any thought or regard for the dam-
age to the reputation of the beef industry?

5. Of the recalled shipments of beef, how 
many tests were positive for E. coli 0157:H7?

6. Is it unusual to recall whole muscle cuts 
and why was it deemed necessary in this situ-
ation?

7. Why did the CFIA not think it would 
be useful to require companies to analyze 
test results for the potentially fatal E. coli 
0157:H7?

8. Why were most of the CFIA inspectors at 
the plant not trained in Compliance Verifica-
tion System (CVS)?

9. The Canadian Traceability System is 
comprised of two components — on the live 
side with the Canadian Cattle Identification 
Agency (CCIA) and on the processed side with 
Canadian Food Product Traceability (CFPT). 
Why is the CCIA mandatory and punishable 
by fines whereas the CFPT is voluntary and 
participation is much lower with no conse-
quences of non-compliance?

In order to envision the future we must know 
exactly what happened in the past. It would 
be a shame to throw lives and businesses in 
jeopardy without learning the exact cause of 
the crisis and we won’t know the answer to this 
unless there is an independent investigation.

OPINION/EDITORIAL

OUR HISTORY:  November 18, 1982   

Laura Rance
Editor
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O ur November 18, 1982 issue reported on 
Manitoba Pool’s decision to withdraw from the 
Manitoba Farm Bureau, which was then the 

province’s general farm organization. The bureau had 
favoured a recommendation by University of Manitoba 
economist Clay Gilson, who had been appointed by the 
federal government to evaluate whether the Crow freight 
subsidy should be paid to railways (and therefore only 
to grain shippers) or directly to producers (and therefore 
to livestock producers as well.) Gilson recommended 
a 50-50 split. The Pool favoured continued payment to 
the railways. The withdrawal led to the collapse of the 
farm bureau, later to be replaced by Keystone Agricultural 
Producers.

For beef producers, the Manitoba Cattle Producers 
Association was recommending caution in joining a beef 
stabilization and marketing plan proposed by the Manitoba 
Beef Commission. We reported that between 500 and 600 
producers had joined the plan in its first two weeks.

If you were interested in purchasing a Bourgault prod-
uct, the company was accepting deposits on which it 
would pay interest — at 20 per cent.
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Cleanliness and 
efficiency strange 
bedfellows 
I would like to ask those who think 
food should be irradiated — why is 
it that we now have to irradiate the 
food? 

For decades people would get their 
meat from Mr. Butcher who was a 
member of the community and made 
sure his killing floor was very clean. 
Mr. Butcher did not need the govern-
ment to supervise him because he 
had pride and an obligation to his 
clients.

Eventually Mr. Butcher sold his 
business to Mr. Corporation. At first 
things remained the same, but then 
Mr. Corporation realized it could have 
more money for the shareholders if 
it didn’t hire so many people to keep 
the place spotless. 

People got sick, so the government 
stepped in and dispatched a big 
number of qualified meat inspectors 
who did make sure the food remained 
safe. Then when recessions and defi-
cits happened, the government told 
all the Mr. Corporations they were 
good citizens and would have to do 
the inspections themselves without 
supervision.

Well it did not take long for Mr. 
Corporation to realize efficiency and 
not cleanliness was the way to go, so 
we ended up with the XL disaster. Our 
extended family lost a young man 
because the company he was work-
ing for did not require its employees 
to wear safety hats and be tethered 
when working on steel bins. It is a fact 
that business will not promote safety 
of its employees or customers if it is 
not forced to do it by inspectors.

Instead of asking to irradiate the 
food that will only mask the problem, 
why not require the food be properly 
prepared in the first place? Instead, 
we encourage the plants to keep 
producing the food we eat in a pigsty 
environment because, as disgusting 
as it might be, it won’t get you sick. 

I’m not against irradiating the food 
if the plant is inspected by competent 
outside inspectors to certify the meat 
is cleanly processed. However, in the 
meat industry cleanliness and effi-
ciency are strange bedfellows.

Claude Bisson
Brunkild, Man.

Some problems  
have no solutions
The hog business has always been 
cyclical. I recall a farmer back in the 
1940s who must have been in and 
out of pigs three or four times in the 
decade. The price would rise and he 
would rush out and buy sows, paying 
top price. But then the price would 
drop before he was able to market the 
offspring and he would clear out the 
whole lot. Then a year or so later, he 
would start the process all over again. 

But his little saga didn’t really mat-
ter, because the country was full of 
farmers who kept pigs for the long 
haul. And that’s the point. The coun-
try was full of farmers. 

They grew their own feed and 
sometimes the pigs didn’t make the 
price of the barley that went into 
them, other times the price of bar-
ley was multiplied. Everybody who 

wanted pork was able to buy it, and 
it probably tasted better than what is 
grown today. 

Then corporations got into the act. 
Corporations have a very simple phi-
losophy: buy as low as possible, sell 
as high as possible, and get absolute 
control wherever you can. 

Governments being made up of 
politicians, like corporations because 
they are an excellent source of cam-
paign funds and they are usually 
easier to deal with than a bunch of 
farmers. 

Industrial farming has, notwith-
standing the fervid rants of our 
hyperventilating Agriculture Minister 
Gerry Ritz, a very serious downside. 
To satisfy the simple requirements of 
corporate pork, the less farmers they 
must deal with, the better. This then 
requires that those farmers within the 
corporate circle of blessing must not 
be very numerous. 

This in turn requires that they must 
be pretty big, and have spacious facil-
ities. This in turn, multiplies the risk. 

So do I have an answer? No. And I 
doubt anybody else has one, unless 
we can roll back time and put a 
farmer with a few sows on every half 
section. Industrial farming can have 
problems for which there are no solu-
tions. 

John Beckham
Winnipeg, Man. 
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We welcome readers’ comments on 
issues that have been covered in the 
Manitoba Co-operator. In most cases 
we cannot accept “open” letters or 
copies of letters which have been sent 
to several publications. Letters are 
subject to editing for length or taste. 
We suggest a maximum of about 300 
words.
Please forward letters to  
Manitoba Co-operator,  
1666 Dublin Ave., Winnipeg,  
R3H 0H1 or Fax: 204-954-1422 
or email: news@fbcpublishing.com 
(subject: To the editor)

The pre-American Thanksgiving decision 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to deny the meat industry requests 
for a waiver on that country’s renewable 
fuel standard did little to calm the rhetoric 
between the livestock and ethanol sectors 
over who should have access to limited corn 
supplies this year. 

Shortly after the announcement, the 
National Turkey Federation and other 
meat industry groups issued a press release 
warning that the decision would cause 
food prices to soar. The Renewable Fuel 
Association fired back with a white paper 
entitled: “This Thanksgiving, avoid Big 
Meat’s baloney.”

Here are excerpts from the RFA’s release.

More than 39 million Americans will take to 
the road for their Thanksgiving holiday, 
travelling an average distance of 588 miles, 

according to AAA. That means the average Ameri-
can family travelling by automobile this holiday 
will save $29.13 on gasoline purchases because of 
ethanol (based on average mileage of 22 miles per 
gallon and ethanol savings of $1.09/gallon.) 

In May, the Center for Agricultural and Rural 
Development (CARD) released a study by econo-
mists at the University of Wisconsin and Iowa State 
University finding that in 2011, ethanol reduced 
wholesale gasoline prices by $1.09 per gallon 
nationally. 

Ethanol reduced the average American house-
hold’s spending on gasoline by more than $1,200 
last year, based on average gasoline consumption 

data. Since 2000, ethanol has helped save $39.8 
billion annually in excess gasoline costs – roughly 
$340 per household per year.

“Ethanol and the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) 
are also helping to reduce this country’s depen-
dence on foreign oil, thus creating a stronger coun-
try and a stronger economy. Ethanol is a product 
made by Americans for Americans and we are 
proud that on this most American of holidays that 
we can offer a solution to sky-high gas prices,” said 
Bob Dinneen, president and CEO of the Renewable 
Fuels Association.

“Now, you will hear some squawking from live-
stock and poultry producers who oppose the RFS 
and ethanol. Don’t let their scare tactics ruin your 
holiday. The fact is turkey prices are lower this year 
than the last two years, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics,” Dinneen said. “The bottom line 
is ethanol production has nothing to do with the 
price of Thanksgiving dinner. 

“Food costs are driven by energy costs. Only 14 
per cent of the food bill goes to raw agricultural 
ingredients like vegetable oils, dairy products, corn 
and other grains and commodities. Meanwhile, 86 
per cent of your grocery bill pays for energy, pro-
cessing, packaging, marketing, labour and other 
costs. Don’t let Big Food fool you into believing 
anything different.”

• Turkey prices are lower this year than in 2011 
and 2010. The U.S. city average price for turkey 
is $1.66/lb., down slightly from the previous two 
years, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

• USDA projects 2012 turkey hen prices will be 
just 3.8 cents/lb. higher than 2011 prices, while 
2013 prices could decrease by nearly five cents/lb.

• Turkey production is projected to hit a five-year 
high in 2012, followed by strong output again in 
2013.

• Thanksgiving dinner for 10 people will be 
$0.80 lower this year in Virginia and $0.61 lower in 
North Carolina, according to the same Farm Bureau 
sources.

• The groups decry that “food prices have spiked 
nearly 18 per cent since 2005,” the year the first RFS 
was passed by Congress. That’s an average of just 
2.57 per cent per year, which is right in line with the 
20-year average for annual food inflation.

• Additionally, 2010 saw the lowest year-over-
year food inflation in nearly 50 years. Meanwhile, 
the ethanol industry produced a record amount of 
fuel that year.

• If there was any truth to the myth that retail 
food prices have increased abnormally since 2005, 
it would be mostly because of surging energy 
prices. In fact, 86 per cent of the average house-
hold’s food bill pays for energy, transportation, 
processing, packaging, marketing, and other supply 
chain costs. Just 14 per cent pays for the raw agri-
cultural ingredients in our groceries.

• Contrary to Big Food’s rhetoric, ethanol is help-
ing reduce the cost of the Thanksgiving holiday for 
the average American family.

Recent economic analysis from Louisiana State 
University, the University of Wisconsin and Iowa 
State University demonstrates that ethanol signifi-
cantly reduces gasoline prices. 

Talking turkey over energy
The RFA denies ethanol is driving up the cost of food

Now, you will hear some squawking 
from livestock and poultry producers 
who oppose the RFS and ethanol. 
Don’t let their scare tactics  
ruin your holiday. 

COMMENT/FEEDBACK

photo: canstockphoto.com
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TOWERS Continued from page 1

“There’s a very significant dif-
ference between headland and 
mid-field,” said Berrien, appear-
ing on behalf of the Bipole III 
Coalition.

“This is a question, or a case, 
of be careful what you ask for,” 
said the consultant. “When the 
farmer here said 20 metres is 
not enough to get by, instead of 
fixing it and going back to the 
quarter-line, (Hydro) moved it 
farther into the field and now we 
have an even worse scenario.”

As Berrien painted a pic-
ture of meaningless and poorly 
timed consultations over the last 
four years, many of the dozen 
or so farmers who came to the 

Winnipeg Convention Centre to 
support the coalition nodded 
their heads in agreement.

All five individuals who spoke 
for the coalition at the hearing 
questioned the value placed on 
agriculture by Manitoba Hydro 
during the route-planning 
process.

Berrien said Manitoba Hydro’s 
“route selection matrix” doesn’t 
give proper weight to agriculture 
while including inappropriate 
factors, such as accounting for 
forestry where no forestry occurs 
— a charge strongly denied by 
the Crown corporation’s lawyer.

A n d  c r i t i c s  s c o f f e d  a t 
Manitoba Hydro’s estimates 

that its preferred route will 
only remove about 17.8 hec-
tares from cultivation, and 
impact just 131 hectares along 
the right-of-way.

Navigating large, modern 
equipment around the towers 
will be a major challenge and 
the risk of an accident will be 
high, said Bert de Rocquigny, 
who will  see the l ine cut 
through his farm southwest of 
St. Claude.

“What we see is a loss of 
acres and overapplications (of 
manure),” as a result of manoeu-
vring around the towers, said the 
fourth-generation farmer, noting 
overapplication could result in 
fines under provincial regulations.

Several presenters said plac-
ing the towers along boundary 
lines and existing infrastructure 
such as drains would lessen that 
impact, although that wouldn’t 
help crop dusters.

“A bipole line and a regu-
lar line are completely differ-
ent,” said Reg Friesen, owner of 
Prairie Sky Crop Solutions near 
Niverville.

Flying beneath power lines 
without a visual reference at 
speeds of more than 200 kilo-
metres per hour would be very 
risky, he said. As well, it wouldn’t 
be feasible to use aerial spraying 
in the area between the road and 
the line, and ground spraying 
such small areas would be cost 
prohibitive. But leaving areas 
untreated would up the risk 
of a crop being reinfested and 
since many pesticides can only 
be applied once a year, farmers 
could experience unnecessary 
and costly crop losses.

The presentations had an 
impact, said coalition president 
Karen Friesen.

“I really think we opened 
some eyes, or at least I hope 
we opened some eyes,” said 
Friesen, who operates a mixed 
farm with her family near 
Niverville.

But her group wasn’t allowed 
to express its view on what it 
considers the biggest issue — 

that the west-side route is a 
colossal mistake.

“We still believe the east-
side route works best,” said 
Friesen, who would see the 
line, as currently proposed, go 
right through her home quar-
ter and past her father-in-
law’s home.

M a n i t o b a  H y d r o  h a s 
rejected a shorter route run-
ning on the west side of Lake 
Winnipeg because of opposi-
tion from some First Nations 
and because it is seeking to 
have the boreal forest on that 
side of the lake declared a 
UNESCO world heritage site.

The Clean Environment 
Commission will hear closing 
arguments in March before 
making recommendations to 
the province.

S o m e  w e s t - s i d e  o p p o -
nents are considering asking 
the courts to intervene, but 
Friesen said the coalition is 
still examining its options.

“It’s not over by a long shot,” 
she said.

For more information on the 
proposed Bipole project and 
route go to: http://www.hydro.
m b. c a / p ro j e c t s / b i p o l e I I I /
description.shtml.

Fo r  m o re  o n  t h e  c o a l i-
t ion,  go  to :  *http://www.
bipoleiiicoali tion.ca/About/
Executive/index.html.

shannon.vanraes@fbcpublishing.com

FROM PAGE ONE

The Manitoba and Canada governments in 
partnership with the Manitoba Beef Producers, are 
hosting a series of Verified Beef Production workshops 
for cattle producers. The workshops will provide 
training and information to help prevent, detect and  
control food safety risks on your farm. Plan to attend 
a workshop in your area.

Tuesday, December 11 Ashern Royal Canadian Legion 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
  3 Main Street E. 

Wednesday, December 12 Stonewall Lakeland Group  1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
  1 Limestone Drive 

Registration is recommended by calling the Manitoba Beef 
Producers at 1-800-772-0458.

Register Today
Verified Beef Production
On-Farm Food Safety Workshops

FoodSafety- Nov22.indd   1 12-11-22   1:30 PM

Peak of the Market has received two offers pursuant 
to the “Retirement and Annual Table Potato Quota 
Reallocation Program”.  Should you be interested 
in diversifying your farming operation by getting 
into table potatoes, now might be the time.  Eligible 
persons who meet Peak of the Market’s eligibility 
requirements pursuant to the “Potato Quota Order” 
are eligible to submit bids for the following Red table 
potato 75 lb quota units offered for retirement at the 
Effective Retirement Payment of $ 26.00 per quota 
unit:

Offer number 1106-1: 7,200 quota units

Offer number 1106-2: 6,705 quota units

Bidders must indicate the Offer numbers being bid for 
and must be for the total quota unit lots offered.

Deadline for submitting bids is December 31, 2012 
by 2:00 p.m.  

For further information regarding Bid submissions 
and/or eligibility requirement details, please call 
Ron Hemmersbach, Vice President Finance, at 

(204) 633-5636 or by e-mail at 
RonH@PeakMarket.com.

Trait Stewardship  
Responsibilities  

Notice to Farmers 
Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence  
Through StewardshipSM (ETS). Monsanto products are 
commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch 
Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with  
Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-
Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. This 
product has been approved for import into key export 
markets with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop 
or material produced from this product can only be 
exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where 
all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It 
is a violation of national and international law to move 
material containing biotech traits across boundaries 
into nations where import is not permitted. Growers 
should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to 
confirm their buying position for this product. Excellence 
Through StewardshipSM is a service mark of Excellence 
Through Stewardship. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW 
PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready® crops 
contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the 
active ingredient in Roundup® agricultural herbicides. 
Roundup® agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are 
not tolerant to glyphosate. Acceleron® seed treatment 
technology for corn is a combination of four separate 
individually-registered products, which together 
contain the active ingredients metalaxyl, trifloxystrobin, 
ipconazole, and clothianidin. Acceleron®, Acceleron and 
Design®, DEKALB®, DEKALB and Design®, Genuity®, 
Genuity and Design®, Genuity  Icons, Roundup®, 
Roundup Ready®, Roundup Ready 2 Technology and 
Design®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, RIB Complete and 
Design™, RIB Complete™,  SmartStax®, SmartStax and 
Design®, VT Double PRO™, VT Triple PRO™ and YieldGard 
VT Triple® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC, 
Monsanto Canada, Inc. licensee. LibertyLink® and the 
Water Droplet Design are trademarks of Bayer. Used 
under license. Herculex® is a registered trademark 
of Dow AgroSciences LLC. Used under license. Respect 
the Refuge and Design is a registered trademark of the 
Canadian Seed Trade Association. Used under license. 
(3701-MON-E-12)

Manitoba Co-operator 1 x 84 li B/W

Bert de Rocquigny speaks about the placement of high voltage line towers during the Clean Environment Commission’s hearings on Bipole III at the Winnipeg 
Convention Centre.  Photo: Shannon VanRaeS

“When the farmer 
here said 20 metres 
is not enough to 
get by, instead of 
fixing it and going 
back to the quarter-
line, (they) moved 
it farther into the 
field and now we 
have an even worse 
scenario.” 

RobeRt beRRien
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MUNICIPALITIES Continued from page 1

century, many retain full slates 
of councillors, meaning the 
local government is, in marked 
ways indeed “close to the 
people.”

The f ive-member coun-
cil for the village of Waskada, 
where the 2011 Census revealed 
a population now at 183, has 
one elected official for every 37 
residents.

The province said last week it 
wants those with populations 
under 1,000 to begin  engaging 
neighbouring RMs and to work 
towards voluntary amalgama-
tion. If that doesn’t happen, the 
provincial government will take 
steps to make it mandatory.

No surprise 
Doug Dobrowolski, president 
of the Association of Manitoba 
Municipalities (AMM) said in 
an interview that while the 
throne speech announce-
ment was unexpected, it’s not a 
surprise.

“We have had discussions 
with government over the last 
couple of years saying munici-
palities should maybe look at 
this. It’s been nothing really for-
mal but the hints were there.”

The matter will be on the 
table at the AMM convention 
taking place in Winnipeg this 
week, he said. He said while 
some councils are bound to 
push back on this, he thinks 
the majority will accept that 
change is coming.

Even before last  week’s 
announcement, a number of 
councils were already talking, 
he said. 

“I  k n ow  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
are talking about it,” he said. 
Many neighbouring councils 
are already working closely 
together too. 

“They can’t all afford every-
thing so they’re doing things 
regionally,” he said. 

Dobrowolski said the AMM is 
leaving it up to municipalities 
now to figure out how to make 
this happen. 

“AMM is not pushing this,” he 
said. “But we’re not objecting 
to it. At the end of the day the 
municipalities themselves will 
have to sit down and find out if 
it makes sense to amalgamate.”

It certainly did in Killarney-
Turtle Mountain, which amal-
gamated seven years ago, said 
Rick Pauls, mayor of Killarney-
Turtle Mountain. Other vol-
untary amalgamations have 
included Shellmouth-Boulton 
and RM of Gimli and Town of 
Gimli. 

More efficient
Pauls said their own merger 
produced a much more effi-
cient form of local governance 
that’s expanded capacity for 
tackling larger projects. They’re 
no longer bogged down with 
endless negotiations between 
two councils, he said. 

Currently, the council is 
embarking on a new 44-lot 
development adjacent to the 
town. It would have taken 
much longer if they’d had to 
negotiate a bunch of  cost-shar-
ing and service agreements, he 
said. 

“Under the old system we’d 
never have been able to provide 
something like that without 
that negotiation between two 
councils, back and forth, and 
that gets cumbersome,” he said. 

Two municipalities can also 

contribute and save up more 
cash for special projects than 
one entity, he added. 

St a t i s t i c s  g l e a n e d  f ro m 
municipal financial audited 
statements also show  econ-
omy of scale for small centres 
are not optimal, with general 
government administration 
eating up as much as 20 per 
cent or more of their operating 
budgets.

“That’s crazy,” said Pauls. But 
money shouldn’t be the argu-
ment to use for — or against — 
amalgamating, he added. 

“I don’t think anyone should 
amalgamate because we’re 
going to save a pile of money,” 
Pauls said.  “What you’re doing 
is streamlining government and 
making more efficiencies. When 
it comes to doing larger-scale 
projects you have the the capa-
bility of doing it.”

Getting along 
Duncan Stewart, reeve of the 

RM of Brenda (pop. 469), and 
one of the smaller RMs that 
will be affected by mandatory 
amalgamation says he agrees 
its time to put the talk into 
action. 

“ We could cut  down on 
councillors quite a bit,” he 
said, adding that the dispro-
por t ionate  representat ion 
by councils with small pop-
ulations has become “a lit-
tle absurd.” Brenda shares 
an office with the village of 
Waskada. 

Stewart also sees advantages 
in larger governance models. 

“Right now we can’t even 
think of any size project in 
Brenda because we haven’t 
enough people to pay for it. If 
we had a bigger council that 
would give us more clout, I 
think.”

“And we’d get along better,” 
he adds. 

The throne speech said this 
push for amalgamation is for 

“ensuring all municipalities 
have the capacity to provide 
essential infrastructure and 
services to their citizens — 
without which, they would be 
unable to meet modern chal-
lenges such as effective plan-
ning, emergency preparedness 
and economic development.”

Most of  the municipali-
ties with populations now 
under 1,000 are in the south- 
a n d  m i d - we s t e r n  re g i o n s 
of Manitoba. Pauls wonders 
whether that is actually part of 
the reason these are also the 
regions that continue to expe-
rience rural depopulation. 

“What I see are some towns 
and municipalities that are 
neighbours that  don’t  get 
along,” he said. 

“And when it comes to gov-
ernance it doesn’t make sense. 
If you’re not getting along with 
your neighbour,  then how can 
you grow?”

Dobrowolski said the AMM 

was looking forward to hear-
ing more about what the prov-
ince’s game plan on the matter 
is this week. 

M i n i s t e r  o f  L o c a l 
Government Ron Lemieux was 
scheduled to address the AMM 
convention on Tuesday. 

lorraine@fbcpublishing.com 

Congratulations to the winners of the 2012 Monsanto Fund Opportunity Scholarship! 
Each of these students has received a $1,500 scholarship to help fund their post‑secondary education. If you are graduating from high school in 2013 and have plans to pursue post‑secondary studies in agriculture, 
you can apply for a 2013 Monsanto Fund Opportunity Scholarship. Watch for details in February 2013 on how to apply or visit us online at www.monsanto.ca.

Aart Kohler
Glenavon, SK

Kennedy Keith
Biggar, SK

Aaron Kary
Vibank, SK

Joel Karstens
Wilkie, SK

Andrea Hoffman
Bruno, SK

Brayden Connor
Beechy, SK

Megan Bergsveinson
Alameda, Sk

Laurie Bannerman
Mervin, SK

Laura Archer
Mazenod, SK

Thea Rodgers
Cranbrook, BC

Monica Sluijmers
Lethbridge, AB

Kirsten Pallesen
Drumheller, AB

Tessa Nybo
Sundre, AB

Danica Nobbs
Bonanza, AB

Taya Hoar
Ponoka, AB

Becky Domolewski
Taber, AB

Kelly Coppock
Castor, AB

Peter Bos
Coaldale, AB

Allison Speller
Monte Lake, BC

Ruby-Rae Rogawski
Langley, BC

Heather Stanko
Lomond, AB

Brandon Wagstaff
Trochu, AB

Shawna Lajoie
Sylvania, SK

Kathleen Holweger
Killarney, MB

Allison Fisher
Dauphin, MB

Melanie Eastman
Hartney, MB

William de Martines
Beausejour, MB

Jessica Chamberlin
Cypress River, MB

Ashley Campion
Pipestone, MB

Hayley Butterfield
Laurier, MB

Amanda Wuchner
Humboldt, SK

Chelsea Richter
Broadview, SK

Shay Pridmore
Consul, SK

Amber Flipsen
Apple Hill, ON

Lori de Wal
Quinte West, ON

Laurissa Christie
Tara, ON

Stephen Boersma
Exeter, ON

Rebecca Turner
Boissevain, MB

Fiona Jochum
St. François Xavier, MB

Stacey Schott
Warren, MB

Jacey Schettler
Plumas, MB

Gordon Ross
Minnedosa, MB

Logan Pizzey
Binscarth, MB

Keith Johnson
Komarno, MB

Matthew Hebblethwaite
Blenheim, ON

Sara Wyngaarden
Elmira, ON

Sophie Wotten
Little Britain, ON

Sabrina Van Schyndel
Carleton Place, ON

Lori Taylor
Hensall, ON

Kyle Smith
Stittsville, ON

Shaelyn Prins
Corbyville, ON

Lauren Monk
Elmwood, ON

Victoria Kyle
Drumbo, ON

Shane Klassen
Wheatley, ON

Rachel Jackson
Tupperville, ON

Alexandre Houle
Victoriaville, QC

Emily MacLeod
Vernon Bridge, PEI

Jenna MacKinnon
Richmond, PEI

Kaylin Buttimer
Hunter River, PEI

Maryanne Thériault
St-Epiphane, QC

Carrie Simpson
Huntingdon, QC

Lysanne Pelletier
St-Roch des 
Aulnaies, QC

M o n s a n t o  F u n d  o p p o rt u n i t y  s c h o l a r s h i p

ALBERTABRITISH COLU MBIA

ON TA RIO

QUÉBEC M A RITIME S

SASK ATCHEWA N

M A NITOBA

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE 2012 WINNERS

your potential in agriculture

ACHIEVEACHIEVE
potentialpotentialpotential

ACHIEVEACHIEVEACHIEVE
agriculturein agriculture

ACHIEVEACHIEVE

“AMM is not pushing 
this. But we’re not 
objecting to it. At 
the end of the day 
the municipalities 
themselves will have 
to sit down and find 
out if it makes sense 
to amalgamate.”

DOUG DOBROWOLSKI
AMM president
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1.855.PEG.CITY (734.2389) VisitWinnipeg TourismWPG

WINNIPEG SOUTH
1330 PEMBINA HWY.

1-800-423-1337

WINNIPEG AIRPORT WEST
2520 PORTAGE AVE.

1-800-665-0352

BOOK NOW & 
SAVE UP TO

20%
at these  

Holiday Inn® hotels!

www.ihg.com/prov
Ask for the  

Visitor’s Guide Rate.
Some restrictions apply.

SMALLTOWNFRIENDLY
BIGTOWNFUN

CHECK OUT THESE HOT DEALS!
REDEEM ONE OF THESE COUPONS WITH YOUR NEXT NIGHT-STAY IN WINNIPEG AND MENTION THE CODE NAME TOURISM WINNIPEG 
TO BE AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED TO WIN TWO TICKETS TO A WINNIPEG NHL GAME AND ONE-NIGHT HOTEL STAY!

STAY + PLAY
Whether you’re in town shopping, visiting  
family & friends or checking out a fabulous 
restaurant, be sure to take in these great 
upcoming events in Winnipeg!

CARS EAT FREE

STAYING IS BELIEVING®

1.866.565.6505
fairfieldwinnipeg.com

guests booking this package receive 
a $25 gas card for every night they 

stay until end of December.

Valid through:   December 31, 2012 
Promotional Code:   TRS

Receive

with regular admission to the museum

10%OFF  
YOUR GIFT SHOP PURCHASE

Offer not valid on sale items. Expires April 6, 2013
www.manitobamuseum.ca

BED & BREAKFAST  
20% OFF

Book today at:
1-800-665-8088   www.fortgarryhotel.com

Quote promo code: Stay+Play
Coupons must be presented to receive discount.  

Valid through March 30, 2012. Some restrictions apply.

Subject to availability

Rates starting @ $104.00  
valid Thursday to Sunday

www.deltawinnipeg.com

LEAVE YOUR COAT IN YOUR ROOM 
AND TAKE THE SKYWALK HOME

SHOP UNTIL YOU DROP RATE
Hard to believe the holiday season  

is already upon us...
Book your luxurious Fairmont room including 

parking for only $139 per night
Take advantage of this exclusive offer until January 31

Rates valid on weekend stays until January 31, 2013 and are subject to applicable taxes

TO MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATION CALL 

1-800-530-9292
Ask for the Shop Until You Drop Rate

Subject to availability

Rates starting @ $109.99  
valid Sunday to Thursday

www.clarionhotelwinnipeg.com
1-800-4-CHOICE

WINNIPEG’S DESTINATION HOTEL
NEXT DOOR TO POLO PARK MALL

November & December 
THE BIG BOOM 
THEORY 
Celebrations Dinner 
Theatre

November 21-25 
WINNIPEG 
ABORIGINAL FILM 
FESTIVAL 
Garrick Centre

November 21-15 
DREAMWORKS HOW TO 
TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 
LIVE SPECTACULAR 
MTS Centre

November 26 
RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS 
MTS Centre

November 28 
WYNONNA & THE BIG 
NOISE 
McPhillips Station Casino

November 29 
CHILLIWACK 
McPhillips Station Casino

November 30 - 
January 5, 2013 
CANAD INNS WINTER 
WONDERLAND 
Red River Exhibition

December 9 
DISNEY’S PHINEAS 
AND FERB LIVE 
MTS Centre

December 15 
HANDEL: MESSIAH 
Centennial Concert Hall

December 16 
BRET MICHAELS 
McPhillips Station Casino

December 20-23 
THE ROYAL WINNIPEG 
BALLET PRESENTS 
NUTCRACKER 
Centennial Concert Hall

00318.Leisure_Flight3-2_MB_Coop.indd   1 12-11-10   9:47 AM

By Daniel Winters
co-operator staff 

The Manitoba govern-
ment now admits there 
w a s  s o m e  “a r t i f i c i a l 

flooding” downstream from 
the Shel lmouth Dam this 
summer and has promised 
compensation.

But the chair of the Assini-
boine Valley Producers Asso-
ciat ion is  war y  and fears 
farmers won’t be fully com-
pensated because of the nar-
row definition of artificial 
flooding in the Shellmouth 
Dam Act. 

“They say if you’ve already 
got a foot of water on your 
land,  and then we ar t i f i -
cially flood you by putting six 
inches more water on your 
land, there’s actually no dam-
age because you were already 
flooded,” said Stan Cochrane.

But a provincial  govern-
ment spokesman said the 
province would be looking 
at the damage caused by the 
flooding.

“A n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t 
the nature of flooding was 
delayed drainage of Assini-
boine Valley lands and poten-
tially delaying reseeding of 
crops by up to two weeks,” he 
wrote in an email.

“A compensation program 

will be developed in the com-
ing months, and affected pro-
ducers will be contacted on 
the details.”

Many farmers in the Assini-
boine Valley say provincial 
officials anticipated a drought 
this spring and so held back 
more water than necessary 
to ensure adequate supplies 
for downstream users and 
cottagers on Lake of the Prai-
ries. But when heavy rains 
hit and water began rushing 
towards the dam, they had lit-
tle choice but to let it go over 
the spillway and flood farms, 
c a u s i n g  m i l l i o n s  i n  c r o p 
losses.

The dam was built in the 
early 1970s to prevent flood-
ing on the Assiniboine, not to 
store water, said Cochrane.

“The people who have cot-
tages on the lake want it just 
right all the time,” he said, 
adding that requires lake lev-
els of 1,402 feet above sea 
level — just six feet below the 
level of the spillway.

“That doesn’t do much for 
flood prevention,” he said.

The province should buy 
out farmers in the narrow, 
f lood-prone stretch of the 
Assiniboine from Shellmouth 
to St. Lazare so it can have 
more flexibility in dam opera-
tions, he said.

Cliff Trinder, who farms a 
long stretch of the river near 
Millwood, just downstream 
from Shellmouth, has long 
argued for  a  buyout after 
years of constant flooding has 
made it virtually impossible 
to farm on the most vulner-
able parts of his property.

He and others along the 
stretch, some of whom are suing 
the province, have been flooded 
14 times since 2005, he said.

“ With these extra f lows, 
I don’t think that Manitoba 
has got another option,” said 
Trinder, who estimates the 
cost at “tens of millions” for 
the buyout and compensation 
for past damages.

Rampant illegal drainage in 
eastern Saskatchewan is mak-
ing the situation worse, and 
the increased flows are reach-
ing the point where the Por-
tage Diversion won’t be able 
to handle any more water, 
area producers say.

R u m o u r s  t h a t  t h e  Sa s -
katchewan gover nment  is 
planning to clamp down on 
illegal drains has led to a kind 
of “gold rush” of ditching in 
hopes it will be grandfathered 
in when the provincial drain-
age policy there is due for re-
examination in 2014.

“They’ve gone out there 
whole hog and gone abso-
lutely crazy,” said Trinder, 
adding that he’s seen fresh 
12-foot ditches,  two miles 
long along municipal roads 
that drain parcels as large as 
12 square miles.

All  the additional drain-
age upstream on the Souris, 
Qu’Appelle, and Assiniboine, 
he added,  may mean that 
Manitoba won’t be able to 
avert a future disaster as it did 
in 2011 on Hoop and Holler 
bend near the Portage Diver-
sion.

daniel.winters@fbcpublishing.com

Province admits to flooding 
from Shellmouth operations
Assiniboine Valley farmers say Shellmouth Dam never intended for controlling water flows

“They’ve gone out there whole hog  
and gone absolutely crazy.”

CLIff TRInDeR

briefs

Feds say no link 
in Viterra, Nexen 
approvals
By Rod Nickel
winnipeg /reuters

The Chinese government is 
treating its role in potential 
takeovers of two Canadian 
companies separately, 
and is not linking them in 
order to pressure Ottawa 
to approve a deal between 
China’s CnOOC Ltd. and 
Canadian oil producer 
nexen Inc., Canada’s agri-
culture minister said nov. 
13.

Approval from China’s 
Ministry of Commerce 
(MOfCOM) under Chinese 
anti-monopoly law is the 
final regulatory hurdle for 
Glencore International 
PLC’s $6.1-billion takeover 
of Canadian grain handler 
Viterra Inc. The deal’s clos-
ing date has been extended 
until Dec. 10.

The only significant asset 
Viterra owns in China is a 
canola-crushing plant joint 
venture. Some investors 
have speculated that China 
is holding off on its Viterra 
decision until it finds out if 
the Canadian government 
will approve the nexen deal.

The extended review 
has also delayed side deals 
Glencore has made to 
transfer some Viterra assets 
to Agrium Inc., Richardson 
International Limited and 
Cf Industries Ltd. 
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 Soybeans for maximum yield 
Yield potential isn’t something you take for granted. It’s a top priority all season long. Pioneer® brand 
soybean varieties have the newest genetics with key defensive and agronomic traits to accelerate  
top-end yield performance. And with early maturity, varieties like Pioneer® brand 900Y61 (RR)  
and 900Y71 (RR) are bred to perform in Manitoba. 

Pioneer soybeans. Total performance for maximum yield.

www.pioneer.com

Roundup Ready® is a registered trademark used under license from Monsanto Company.
The DuPont Oval Logo is a registered trademark of DuPont. 
®, TM, SM, Trademarks and service marks licensed to Pioneer Hi-Bred Limited. © 2012, PHL.  PR401 WSoybean_PF_AE

PR401 WSoybean_MC_AE2.indd   1 11/10/12   2:48 PM

WHAT’S UP

Nov. 29: Keystone Agricultural 
Producers District 1 meeting, 7:30 
p.m., Royal Canadian Legion, 102 
Oak St., Melita. Non-members 
welcome to attend and discuss 
proposed spring wheat and barley 
organizations. For more info call 
204-697-1140.

Dec. 3: Keystone Agricultural 
Producers District 10 meeting, 7:30 
p.m., Arborg Curling Club. Non-
members welcome to attend and 
discuss proposed spring wheat 
and barley organizations.

Dec. 3-4: Manitoba Conservation 
Districts Association confer-
ence, Keystone Centre, Brandon. 
Keynote speaker: David Suzuki. 
For more info visit www.mcda.ca 
or call 204-570-0164.

Dec. 4: Keystone Agricultural 
Producers District 8 meeting, 7:30 
p.m., Birtle Community Hall. Non-
members welcome to attend and 
discuss proposed spring wheat 
and barley organizations.

Dec. 5: Keystone Agricultural 
Producers District 12 meeting, 
12:30 p.m., Westwood Inn, 473 
Westwood Rd., Swan River. Non-
members welcome to attend and 
discuss proposed spring wheat 
and barley organizations.

Dec. 5: KAP District 11 meeting, 
7:30 p.m., Parkland Recreation 
Complex, 200 First St. SE, Dauphin. 
Non-members welcome to attend 
and discuss proposed spring 
wheat and barley organizations. 

Dec. 5-6: Manitoba Seed Growers’ 
Association annual meeting and 
2013 Seed Guide launch, Victoria 
Inn, 3550 Victoria Ave., Brandon. 
For more info call 204-745-6274, 
email jennifer.stow@seedmani-
toba.ca or visit www.seedmani-
toba.ca. 

Dec. 5-6: Manitoba Hog and Poultry 
Days, Winnipeg Convention Centre, 
375 York Ave., Winnipeg. For more 
info visit www.hogandpoultrydays.
ca, email info@hogandpoultrydays.
ca or call 204-475-8585.

Dec. 6: Prairie Oat Growers 
Association annual general meet-
ing, Ramada Saskatoon, 806 
Idylwyld Dr. N., Saskatoon. For 
more info call 306-530-8545 or 
visit www.poga.ca.

Dec. 6: Keystone Agricultural 
Producers District 10 meeting, 
1:30 p.m., ANAF Hall, Elie. Non-
members welcome to attend and 
discuss proposed spring wheat 
and barley organizations. For more 
info call 204-697-1140.

Dec. 10-12: Canadian Forage 
and Grassland Association annual 
general meeting, Radisson Plaza 
Mississauga Toronto Airport, 175 
Derry Rd. E., Mississauga, Ont. For 
more info visit www.canadianfga.
ca or call 204-726-9393.

2013

Jan. 6-7: Manitoba Forage Seed 
Conference, Victoria Inn, 1808 
Wellington Ave., Winnipeg. For more 
info visit www.forageseed.net.

Jan. 7-11: MAFRI 2013 Beef and 
Forage Week: Vita - Jan. 7, Eriksdale 
- Jan. 8, Ste. Rose du Lac - Jan 9, 
Holland - Jan. 10, Teulon - Jan. 11. 
For more information or to register, 
contact your local MAFRI office. 

Jan. 14: Manitoba Farm and Rural 
Support Services free workshop 
on sleeplessness with Dr. Carlyle 
Smith, 7-9 p.m., MAFRI GO Office, 
1129 Queens Ave., Brandon. To 
register call 1-866-367-3276 or 
204-571-4183.

Please forward your agricultural 
events to daveb@fbcpublish 
ing.com or call 204-944-5762.

OH GOOD, IT’S JUST A CAMERA

These deer don’t mind that kind of shot. With hunting season over, 
now it’s just the coyotes to worry about.. PHOTO: GRACE CRAYSTON



The number of cattle making their 
way to auction yards in Manitoba 
increased significantly during the 

week ended Nov. 23. Much of the jump in 
cattle marketings was associated with farm-
ers playing catch-up to last week’s plans, 
which were snowed out by a winter storm. 
Steady demand from all outlets, mean-
while, allowed values to remain firm.

“There was definitely no shortage of peo-
ple wanting to buy the influx of animals 
that arrived this week,” said Buddy Bergner, 
with Ashern Auction Mart. “The cattle went 
to Ontario, Alberta, some went to the U.S. 
and some stayed locally.”

The values for the top-quality animals 
remained firm, if not a bit better, while the 
plainer type of animals lost a little bit in 
value, Bergner said.

Packer demand for cattle continues to 
be aggressive, he noted, with much of that 
interest tied to the fact of a significant 
shortage of cattle in Canada as well as in 
the U.S. Part of the reason for the demand 
being fairly aggressive has been the fact 
that marketings to date have also been on 
the slow side, he said.

“There are also a lot of farmers located 
across the province who are in the process 
of dispersing their cattle herds,” Bergner 
said, noting that this will  only further 
tighten the supply base further down the 
road, he said.

Winnipeg Livestock Sales officials con-
firmed that farmers were in the process 
of culling off cows, yearling cattle and 
Holsteins.

Grocery stores and restaurants were 

believed to be restocking beef supplies for 
early December and booking more beef for 
later in the month in preparation for New 
Year’s Eve events.

The tightening cattle supply situation in 
the U.S. was also linked to the firm price 
trend in Canadian cattle values. A recent 
U.S. Department of Agriculture cattle-on-
feed report showed lower-than-expected 
numbers of young cattle being placed in 
feedlots to prepare for slaughter.

Analysts cautioned, however, that proces-
sors were on the lookout for a break in the 
prices, as consumers tend to back away 
from beef products as the price inflates, 
switching to pork or other less expensive 
meats. Prices were, however, expected to 
hold up.

In the meantime, the cattle numbers hit-
ting the auction yards in the province will 
likely remain strong, weather permitting, 
Bergner said.

The steady marketings were associ-
ated with the fact that calving season has 
switched over from starting in February 
to the April-May period. This in turn has 
resulted in calves not being ready to market 
for a couple of months later than the tradi-
tional September-October time frame.

Bergner noted cattle marketings also pick 
up a little ahead of the Christmas and New 
Year breaks most auction yards take.

He noted his auction yard will hold its 
last sale ahead of the break on Dec. 19. 
Cattle sales were tentatively scheduled to 
resume on Jan. 16, 2013.

Feed supplies in his area, meanwhile, 
were described as very tight. Much of that 
was linked to the fact of a very poor fall 
harvest.

Dwayne Klassen writes for Commodity News Service 
Canada, a Winnipeg company specializing in grain and 
commodity market reporting.
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Cattle Prices
(Friday to Thursday) Winnipeg November 23, 2012
Slaughter Cattle

Steers & Heifers —
D1, 2 Cows 62.00 - 68.00
D3 Cows 52.00 - 58.00
Bulls 65.00 - 74.00
Feeder Cattle (Price ranges for feeders refer to top-quality animals only)
Steers (901+ lbs.) 110.00 - 127.00

(801-900 lbs.) 118.00 - 132.00
(701-800 lbs.) 127.00 - 142.00
(601-700 lbs.) 135.00 - 151.00
(501-600 lbs.) 145.00 - 171.00
(401-500 lbs.) 155.00 - 185.00

Heifers (901+ lbs.) 100.00 - 116.00
(801-900 lbs.) 110.00 - 122.00
(701-800 lbs.) 115.00 - 127.00
(601-700 lbs.) 120.00 - 142.00
(501-600 lbs.) 127.00 - 148.00
(401-500 lbs.) 130.00 - 150.50

Slaughter Cattle ($/cwt) alberta South Ontario
Grade A Steers (1,000+ lbs.) $ 114.15 - 116.25 $ 84.73 - 120.02
Grade A Heifers (850+ lbs.) 113.65 - 116.25 100.35 - 115.94
D1, 2 Cows 60.00 - 74.00 46.63 - 65.20
D3 Cows 54.00 - 64.00 46.63 - 65.20
Bulls — 58.17 - 75.03
Steers (901+ lbs.) $ 120.00 - 130.00 $ 119.27 - 138.91

(801-900 lbs.) 125.00 - 135.00 108.23 - 132.66
(701-800 lbs.) 130.00 - 141.00 106.99 - 139.78
(601-700 lbs.) 135.00 - 152.00 113.83 - 147.54
(501-600 lbs.) 145.00 - 170.00 122.65 - 163.72
(401-500 lbs.) 162.00 - 191.00 133.34 - 171.57

Heifers (901+ lbs.) $ 111.00 - 125.00 $ 114.85 - 125.63
(801-900 lbs.) 117.00 - 128.00 112.16 - 124.83
(701-800 lbs.) 119.00 - 132.00 102.57 - 131.46
(601-700 lbs.) 125.00 - 138.00 111.72 - 137.61
(501-600 lbs.) 130.00 - 150.00 111.23 - 147.65
(401-500 lbs.) 138.00 - 165.00 117.94 - 157.03

Futures (November 23, 2012) in U.S. 
Fed Cattle Close Change Feeder Cattle Close Change
December 2012 128.95 3.35 January 2013 147.87 2.72
February 2013 132.72 3.35 March 2013 150.42 2.82
April 2013 136.45 3.10 April 2013 151.95 2.53
June 2013 132.27 2.80 May 2013 153.37 2.67
August 2013 131.47 2.10 August 2013 157.15 2.65
October 2013 134.45 2.35 September 2013 158.00 2.25

 

Cattle Slaughter Cattle grades (Canada)
Week ending 

November 17, 2012
Previous 

Year 
Week ending 

November 17, 2012
Previous 

Year
Canada 46,136 56,424 Prime 450 353

East 13,816 15,567 AAA 21,363 20,431
West 32,320 40,857 AA 13,726 18,707
Manitoba NA NA A 732 953

U.S. 629,000 639,000 B 720 953
D 8,509 11,074
E 20 478

Other Market Prices
Sheep and lambs

$/cwt Winnipeg toronto
Sungold  

Specialty Meats
Ewes 45.00 - 65.00 67.11 - 98.67 45.00 - 65.00
Lambs (110+ lb.) 90.00 - 102.00 124.83 - 136.21

(95 - 109 lb.) 90.00 - 106.00 125.90 - 138.26
(80 - 94 lb.) 105.00 - 118.00 127.96 - 144.70
(Under 80 lb.) 107.00 - 125.00 133.02 - 194.12
(New crop) — —

Chickens
Minimum broiler prices as of May 23, 2010

Under 1.2 kg. ................................. $1.5130
1.2 - 1.65 kg ................................... $1.3230
1.65 - 2.1 kg ................................... $1.3830
2.1 - 2.6 kg ..................................... $1.3230

turkeys
Minimum prices as of November 25, 2012

Broiler turkeys  
(6.2 kg or under, live weight truck load average)

Grade A  ................................... $2.065
Undergrade  ............................. $1.975

hen turkeys  
(between 6.2 and 8.5 kg liveweight truck load average)

Grade A  ................................... $2.060
Undergrade  ............................. $1.960

light tom/heavy hen turkeys 
(between 8.5 and 10.8 kg liveweight truck load average)

Grade A  ................................... $2.060
Undergrade  ............................. $1.960

tom turkeys  
(10.8 and 13.3 kg, live weight truck load average)

Grade A .................................... $2.030
Undergrade .............................. $1.945

Prices are quoted f.o.b. farm.

eggs
Minimum prices to producers for ungraded 
eggs, f.o.b. egg grading station, set by the 
Manitoba Egg Producers Marketing Board 
effective June 12, 2011.

New Previous
A Extra Large $1.8500 $1.8200
A Large 1.8500 1.8200
A Medium 1.6700 1.6400
A Small 1.2500 1.2200
A Pee Wee 0.3675 0.3675
Nest Run 24 + 1.7490 1.7210
B 0.45 0.45
C 0.15 0.15

goats
Winnipeg toronto

($/cwt) ($/cwt)
Kids — —
Billys — —
Mature — 70.04 - 180.61

horses
Winnipeg toronto
($/cwt) ($/cwt)

<1,000 lbs. — 13.41 - 25.88

1,000 lbs.+ — 18.25 - 39.46

Hog Prices
(Friday to Thursday) ($/100 kg) Source: Manitoba agriculture

MB. ($/hog) Current Week Last Week Last Year (Index 100)
MB. (All wts.) (Fri-Thurs.) 154.00E 158.12 167.48
MB. (Index 100) (Fri-Thurs.) 142.00E 146.68 154.91
ON (Index 100) (Mon.-Thurs.) 140.93 146.73 157.76
P.Q. (Index 100) (Mon.-Fri.) 147.19 152.73 160.89

Futures (November 23, 2012) in U.S.
hOgS Close Change
December 2012 82.47 2.40
February 2013 87.37 1.22
April 2013 91.90 0.75
May 2013 99.10 1.38
June 2013 101.02 1.02

$1 Cdn: $ 1.00260 U.S. 
$1 U.S: $0.9927 Cdn.

EXCHANGES:  
November 23, 2012LIVESTOCK MARKETS

Dwayne Klassen
CNSC

Looking for results? Check out the market reports 
from livestock auctions around the province. » PaGe 38

COLUMN

Producers catch up on cattle 
marketings after storm
Aggressive demand comes from packers facing limited supply

Europe lifts import duties on 
feed grains in bid to reduce 
price pressure
rEUTErS / The European Union’s 
cereals management committee has 
extended the suspension of import 
duties for quotas of feed wheat and bar-
ley until June.

This summer, high grain prices 
prompted the EU to temporarily lift 
import duties of 12 euros per tonne for 
low- and medium-quality wheat and 16 
euros a tonne for feed barley.

China pays more for  
local corn and soy
BEIJING / rEUTErS / China says it will 
stockpile corn and soybeans grown 
domestically at higher prices than last 
year to help farmers’ incomes.

The government will pay 4,600 yuan 
($740) per tonne of soy and about 2,100 
yuan per tonne of corn to farmers in 
northeastern provinces, the country’s 
major corn area.

Those prices are around 15 per cent 
higher than offered last year.

The stockpiling program will end on 
April 30 next year, but state warehouses 
will accept as much as farmers can  
sell.

Request rejected 
Indonesia has rejected a request for an 
increase in beef import quotas even 
though prices in many parts of the coun-
try nearly doubled last week.

Indonesia slashed 2012 cattle and beef 
import quotas by as much as 62 per cent 
to stimulate domestic beef production 
and help reach an ambitious 2014 self-
sufficiency target.

nEwS
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Export and International Prices
All prices close of business November 22, 2012 Last Week Week Ago Year Ago

WheAt

Chicago wheat (nearby future) ($US/tonne) 309.26 310.64 227.79

Minneapolis wheat (nearby future) ($US/tonne) 334.43 331.58 347.38

CoArse GrAins

US corn Gulf ($US) — — —

US barley (PNW) ($US) — — —

Chicago corn (nearby future) ($US/tonne) 290.85 283.96 254.13

Chicago oats (nearby future) ($US/tonne) 244.78 236.35 208.63

Chicago soybeans (nearby future) ($US/tonne) 512.43 515.09 425.45

Chicago soyoil ($US/tonne) 1,055.97 1,046.49 1,113.97

Special Crops
Report for November 26, 2012 — Bin run delivered plant Saskatchewan

spot MArket spot MArket

LentiLs (Cdn. cents per pound)
other ( Cdn. cents per pound unless 

otherwise specified)

Large Green 15/64 21.50 - 22.75 Canaryseed 24.85 - 28.50

Laird No. 1 20.50 - 22.75 Oil Sunflower Seed —

Eston No. 2 17.85 - 22.00 Desi Chickpeas 27.00 - 31.75

FieLd peAs (Cdn. $ per bushel) BeAns (Cdn. cents per pound)

Green No. 1 11.50 - 13.50 Fababeans, large —

Medium Yellow No. 1 8.40 - 8.75 Feed beans —

Feed peAs (Cdn. $ per bushel) No. 1 Navy/Pea Beans —

Feed Pea (Rail) 5.00 - 8.00 No. 1 Great Northern —

MustArdseed (Cdn. cents per pound) No. 1 Cranberry Beans —

Yellow No. 1 38.75 - 40.75 No. 1 Light Red Kidney —

Brown No. 1 32.75 - 36.75 No. 1 Dark Red Kidney —

Oriental No. 1 25.40 - 26.75 No. 1 Black Beans —

No. 1 Pinto Beans —

No. 1 Small Red —

Source: StAt Publishing No. 1 Pink —

sunFLoWers Fargo, nd Goodlands, ks

Report for November 23, 2012 in US$ cwt

NuSun (oilseed) FH 22.60/LH 23.10 25.10

Confection — —

Source: National Sunflower Association

Winnipeg Futures
ICE Futures Canada prices at close of business November 23, 2012

Western BArLeY Last Week Week Ago

December 2012 250.00 250.00

March 2013 253.00 253.00

May 2013 254.00 254.00

CAnoLA Last Week Week Ago

January 2013 575.10 575.70

March 2013 573.20 573.30

May 2013 572.60 571.60

GRAIN MARKETS

Russia stays the course 
on grain exports, pushing 
stock to critically low levels
moscow / reuters / russia’s grain 
exports could reach 15.5 million tonnes 
in the current crop season, way above 
this year’s exportable surplus and bring-
ing stocks down to critically low levels.

such an aggressively high export 

number after this year’s disastrous har-
vest, hit by drought for the second year 
in three, shows russia’s commitment to 
avoid export limits, even though it may 
force the country to import grain.

even with imports to top up domestic 
supply, that could leave russia with just 
six million tonnes in carry-over stocks 
as a cushion in case of a poor harvest in 
2013. Last year carry-over stocks were 
19.4 million tonnes.

NEwS

Argentina cuts wheat  
output view due to floods
By Maximiliano Rizzi and Maximilian Heath 
buenos aires / reuters

Argentina’s government cut this season’s wheat output fore-
cast, citing three months of heavy rains that started in August 
and flooded key parts of the Pampas Farm Belt, the Agriculture 
ministry said Nov. 22. 

the south American grains powerhouse is seen produc-
ing 11.1 million tonnes of wheat in the 2012-13 crop year, 
down from the government’s previous forecast of 11.5 million 
tonnes, the ministry said in its monthly crop report.

“Yields, up to this point, are low,” it said, going on to explain 
that soggy Pampas conditions have made wheat plants more 
vulnerable than usual to pests and fungi-based diseases. 

corn-planting area was also marked down to 4.7 million 
hectares from a previous estimate of 4.97 million, while the 
country’s projected soybean area was kept at 19.35 million 
hectares. 

Farmers warn that flooding in breadbasket province Buenos 
Aires will reduce yields compared with early-season estimates. 
the country is the world’s No. 3 soybean exporter and No. 2 
corn supplier after the united states.

column

Ice Futures canada’s canola futures con-
solidated within a very narrow range dur-
ing the week ended Nov. 23, as the u.s. 

thanksgiving holiday saw grains and oilseeds 
on both sides of the border take a little breather.

It’s that time of year when actual canola-
specific fundamental news is hard to come by, 
which means technical signals and outside 
markets will likely take precedence in dictat-
ing where values go heading into the new year. 
canada’s smaller-than-expected canola crop 
has been priced into the futures for some time 
already, but will remain a supportive factor — 
especially if farmers remain reluctant sellers of 
what’s available. on the other side, predictions 
of record-large soybean crops in south America 
are definitely a bearish factor overhanging the 
oilseed markets. Global economic uncertainty, 
and the potential for a speculative sell-off in the 
financial markets, is also something percolating 
in the background.

the canadian dollar strengthened by about 
a cent relative to its u.s. counterpart during the 
week. while the January canola contract was 
down 80 cents on the week in canadian dollars, 
when calculating that in (the now-cheaper) u.s. 
dollars, the contract actually improved by us$5 
per tonne.

the lightly traded grain contracts in winnipeg 
did see a little bit of price movement during the 
week, with wheat moving down and durum 
holding relatively steady. Volumes are still far 
from being considered liquid.

In the u.s., trade was subdued during the 
week as traders there turned their attention to 
turkey, football and Black Friday deals on flat-
screen tVs.

soybeans, corn and wheat were all higher, 
with improving export demand for all three 
commodities, bullish technical signals, and 

the weaker u.s. dollar behind some of that 
strength. the lack of liquidity, due to the 
thanksgiving holiday, exaggerated the price 
move during the week. south American 
weather conditions will be a major factor mov-
ing u.s. corn and soybean futures heading 
into 2013. early indications call for bumper 
crops in the continent, which would reduce 
the demand for North American grains and 
oilseeds. However, supply/demand balance 
sheets are tight, which will mean any weather 
problems over the course of the growing season 
should be supportive.

worsening drought issues across the u.s. 
grain-growing region remain a factor to watch 
in the grain and oilseed markets as well.

over 60 per cent of the continental u.s. is 
now considered to be in some state of drought, 
with the most severe dryness found right in the 
heart of the Great Plains, according to updates 
from the u.s. Drought monitor, which tracks 
moisture conditions across the country. that 
dryness is already causing concerns over the 
state of the u.s. winter wheat crop, and will 
pose problems for soybeans and corn next 
year if the situation doesn’t improve over the 
winter.

Aside from production issues, the drought is 
also raising concerns over grain movement in 
the u.s. the mississippi river is the main trans-
portation link moving grain from the midwest 
down to export positions on the Gulf of mexico. 
the river is now at historic lows, and extended 
forecasts are not looking promising. the north-
ern reaches of the river freeze up over the win-
ter months, but grain usually continues to move 
as you move south.

the big issue at present is a 200-mile stretch 
of river from st. Louis, missouri to cairo, 
Illinois, where levels are getting dangerously 
low for barge traffic. Barges are already load-
ing at 75 per cent of normal, but the seasonal 
reduction of water flow from the missouri river 
(which joins the mississippi at st. Louis) may 
cause levels to drop too far to allow any move-
ment at all.

that bottleneck on the river has a mixed 
effect on the grain markets. on the one hand, 
prices should conceivably go up if end-users 
are forced to move grain to export positions by 
truck or rail instead. the potential for a closure 
of the mississippi has already been cited as a 
supportive price influence in the cash mar-
ket, with some buyers looking to secure sup-
plies while they can. However, the longer-term 
impact could be more bearish. If exports are 
hampered by issues along the river, that will 
cause ending stocks to grow — which would 
alleviate the concerns over tightening u.s. 
supplies.

Phil Franz-Warkentin writes for Commodity News Service 
Canada, a Winnipeg company specializing in grain and 
commodity market reporting.

Phil Franz-Warkentin
CnsC

Oilseed market fundamentals 
take a back seat, for now
Drought in the U.S. is now raising concerns for barge traffic

For three-times-daily market 

reports from Commodity News 

Service Canada, visit “ICE 

Futures Canada updates” at 

www.manitobacooperator.ca.
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Manitoba Co-operator Mobile is sponsored by

Part of the network

Stay informed… wherever.
With AGReader Mobile apps, you’ve got 
Instant AG info – anytime, anywhere.

Manitoba Co-operator Mobile is sponsored by

Now available for 
Android phones
Download Co-operator Mobile for free from the Android market.  
Visit agreader.ca to download the Blackberry and iPhone versions.

Now  

availa
ble fo

r  

Andro
id phones

} Set your local weather

} Set news subjects relevant to your farm

} Set notices on the futures contract prices of your choice

} Manitoba Co-operator version is FREE to Download

} Android, iPhone and Blackberry versions available

}	Visit agreader.ca/mbc today to download the app
or text “mbc” to 393939 to be sent the link. 
Standard text messaging rates apply.

availa
ble fo

r  

AGReader Mobile for your iPhone, Blackberry and Android · Download yours free at agreader.ca today!

By Allan Dawson
CO-OPERATOR STAFF /OTTAWA

Concerns that Canada’s 
grain pipeline would ini-
tially struggle in the wake 

of ending the Canadian Wheat 
Board’s monopoly have proven 
groundless. 

A record 14 million tonnes 
of grain were delivered to the 
Canadian grain-handling sys-
tem during the first 15 weeks 
of the crop year, Cargill Canada 
president Len Penner told the 
Grain Industry Symposium here 
Nov. 21. (See sidebar next page.)

“We can feel good about that, 
but this is as good as it’s going 
to get.”

Penner credited good wheat 
yields, an early, dry harvest, 
good grain quality and record-
high grain prices triggered by 
drought in the United States. 
Given almost ideal conditions, 
Penner said 2012-13 should not 
be used to set a new benchmark 
for system performance.

It’s difficult to quantify how 
much impact removing the 
wheat board’s single desk had 
on grain movement,  Pen-
ner told reporters following 
his address to the symposium 
organized by the Canada Grains 
Council and Grain Growers of 
Canada. 

“Our (Cargill’s) volume has 
gone up because of our ability 
to manage logistics,” he said. 

“You could say the industry as a 
whole has stepped up.”

As predicted grain flows have 
shifted. Under the wheat board 
most durum was shipped east, 
but this year some is moving 
through Vancouver, Penner 
said.

For the first time Cargill is 
shipping some wheat through 
Louisiana, he said. The U.S. 
drought has freed up grain-
handling capacity, but next year 
could be different.

Open-market proponents 
predicted removing the wheat 
board from grain transportation 
would make grain companies 
more efficient shippers.

Challenges remain in maxi-
mizing the capacity of Canada’s 
unique system, Penner said. 
Canada runs a pipeline system, 
with grain stored on farms until 
it moves to port. The rest of the 
world stockpiles grain in com-
mercial storage.

Because it’s a pipeline, grain 
pricing must be separate from 
grain delivery, Penner said. 
“How does the farmer gain 
access to the pipeline on a regu-
lar basis because the pipeline 
moves 12 months of the year? 
We can’t take huge surges in our 
pipeline in our industry.”

CWB president and CEO Ian 
White made the same point.

“Farmers will have to real-
ize they can’t deliver all their 
grain at one time because the 

capacity is not there to take it 
all. Grain companies are going 
to have to look at how they can 
offer farmers attractive prices 
throughout the year,” he said.

White predicted grain compa-
nies adopt a more “U.S. style of 
merchandizing,” adjusting han-
dling fees throughout the year 
to either encourage or discour-
age grain deliveries.

That  14  mil l ion tonnes 
that entered the grain system 
between Aug. 1 and Nov. 11, 
represent about 21 per cent of 
the crop. Although there’s still 
almost nine months left in the 
crop year to move the other 79 
per cent, there’s practically less 
time than that, according to 
Penner. Farmers are busy seed-
ing and spraying crops in the 
spring and early summer and 
reluctant to deliver then.

“The other reality is we’ve 
already seen your foot come 
off the accelerator and the bins 
are full and the grain is in stor-
age and now we’re entering the 
period when we get a lot of -40° 
temperatures, (when farmers 
are also reluctant)... to move 
grain,” Penner said.

The industry must take on 
some of things the wheat board 
used to oversee, such as ensur-
ing customers continue to get a 
consistent supply of high-qual-
ity wheat and durum, he said. 
There’s value in the Canadian 
brand, he added.

“Our dependency on exports 
is huge so we’ve got to get this 
piece right to be successful,” he 
said.

When it comes to wheat, the 
industry must step up its focus 
on market development, tech-
nical support, research, policy 
development and regulations, 
he said.

Western Canadian Grain 
Growers Association past-pres-
ident Cherilyn Nagel added to 
the list. Nagel wants improved 
rail service, lower Canadian 
Grain Commission service fees 
and more flexible wheat regis-
tration regulations.

With Saskatchewan potash 
exports expected at 17 million 
tonnes in three years and 30 
million in six versus eight mil-
lion now, there will be less rail 
capacity to handle grain, Nagel 
warned. Better north-south rail 
links and more domestic grain 
use through livestock-feeding 
and -processing is needed, she 
said.

The open market has given 
farmers more flexible grades, 
delivery options and predict-
able cash flow, she said.

There hasn’t been a surge of 
farmers exporting wheat to the 
U.S. because prices have arbi-
traged, as the wheat growers 
predicted. And the U.S. has not 
blocked the border to Canadian 
wheat as some had forecast, she 
said.

Nagel predicted grain deliver-
ies will slow now since many 
farmers have paid their bills 
and the grain that’s left “is in 
strong hands.” Farmers expect 
steady-to-higher prices and 
want to be compensated for 
storing grain, she said. 

“I’m very happy with how the 
industry has transitioned to 
an open market,” Nagel said. 
“There are still some regula-
tory changes that we need to 
see ensuring our industry is fir-
ing on all cylinders, but we’ll get 
there.”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

Post-CWB monopoly system 
receives record grain volume Q1
But Cargill’s Len Penner doesn’t expect that pace to continue

A record 14 million tonnes of 
grain were delivered during the 
first 15 weeks of the crop year, 
but it shouldn’t be used to set a 
new benchmark, Cargill Canada 
president Len Penner said during 
the Grain Industry Symposium in 
Ottawa Nov. 21. PHOTO: ALLAN DAWSON
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Rate Class & Components 
within Rate Structure Current Rate Proposed Rate % Increase

Residential Class  
Basic Monthly Charge: 
Energy Charge (per kWh):

 
$6.85 
6.94¢

 
$6.85 
7.202¢

 
0.0% 
3.8%

GS Small & Medium Classes

Basic Monthly Charge 
(GS Small): 
• Single Phase: 
• Three Phase:

Basic Monthly Charge  
(GS Medium):

Energy Charge (per kWh): 
• First 11,000 kWh: 
• Next 8,500 kWh: 
• Balance of kWh:

Demand Charge (per kVA;  
Over 50 kVA):

 

 
$18.55 
$26.15 

$27.60 

 
7.29¢ 
5.06¢ 
3.34¢

 
$8.55

 
 

$19.21 
$27.08 

$27.60

 
7.547¢ 
5.243¢ 
3.538¢ 

$8.55

 
 

3.6% 
3.6% 

0.0%

 
3.5% 
3.6% 
5.9%

 
0.0%

GS Large 750V – 30 kV Class  
 
Energy Charge (per kWh):  
Demand Charge (per kVA):

 
       
3.14¢ 
$7.26

 
      
3.311¢ 
$7.26

 
 

5.4% 
0.0%

GS Large 30 kV -100 kV Class 
 
Energy Charge (per kWh): 
Demand Charge (per kVA):

 
      
2.92¢ 
$6.21

 
      
3.068¢ 
$6.21

 
 

5.1% 
0.0%

GS Large >100 kV Class 
 
Energy Charge (per kWh): 
Demand Charge (per kVA):

 
      
2.83¢ 
$5.53

 
      
2.963¢ 
$5.53

 
 

4.7% 
0.0%

Five days notice required.

Wheelchair access is available.400 – 330 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C 0C4 
www.pub.gov.mb.ca

Reminder Notice of Public Hearing
APPLICANT:

MANITOBA HYDRO

APPLICATION:
2012/13 & 2013/14 GENERAL RATE APPLICATION  

By Notice of Application and Pre-Hearing Conference dated July 9, 2012, the public was advised that Manitoba 
Hydro has applied to The Public Utilities Board (Board) of Manitoba for approval of new electricity rates.

Manitoba Hydro’s Application includes requests for the following:

1.  Approval of a 3.5% increase in General Consumers’ revenue, effective April 1, 2013, sufficient to generate 
additional revenue of $47 million in fiscal year 2013/14.

 Should Manitoba Hydro’s Application for a 3.5% increase in General Consumers’ revenue be approved, 
the individual components within the rate structure are proposed to change as depicted in the table 
below. For most rate classes, proposed increases to Energy Charges are greater than 3.5%; however, 
as proposed, for all classes, the Demand Charge remains unchanged and the Basic Monthly Charge 
(with the exception of the GS Small Class) remains unchanged. The overall effect is that class  
average proposed increases are all 3.5%.

6.  Approval of the proposed modifications to the Curtailable Rate Program (CRP) and final approval of 
interim ex parte Order 52/12 as well as any additional interim ex parte CRP rate Orders issued prior  
to the Board’s final Order in this matter;

7. Final approval of existing Diesel Zone interim Orders 17/04, 46/04, 159/04, 176/06, 1/10, 134/10, 1/11 
and 148/11. Manitoba Hydro is also seeking final approval of the 6.5% interim rate increase, granted 
effective September 1, 2012, on the full cost portion of the rate applicable to General Service and 
Government customers in four remote communities served by Diesel Generation.

For a typical Residential customer, without electric space heat using an average of 1000 kilowatt-hours 
(kWh) per month, the proposed April 1, 2013 rate change, if approved by the Board, will result in a monthly 
bill increase of $2.62 or 3.4%. A residential customer with electric space heat, using an average of 2000 kWh 
a month will see an increase of $5.24 or 3.6% per month commencing April 1, 2013.

Based on the proposed April 1, 2013 rates, General Service customers will experience increases ranging 
from 2.3% to 4.4% depending on monthly consumption, load factor and/or voltage level served.

PARTICULARS OF APPLICATION:
Full particulars of this Application can be obtained by interested parties from: 
 
Manitoba Hydro The Public Utilities Board 
Attention: Ms. Patti Ramage Attention: Mr. H. M. Singh, Secretary   
360 Portage Avenue 400 – 330 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0G8 Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0C4 
Phone: 204-360-3946  Phone: 204-945-2638  
(collect calls accepted)  Toll free: 1(866)854-3698 
pjramage@hydro.mb.ca publicutilities@gov.mb.ca

An electronic version of the Application is located at http://www.hydro.mb.ca/regulatory_affairs/electric/
gra_2012_2013/index.shtml

VARIATION:
Upon an application to it, the Board may make an Order granting the whole or part only of the Application, 
or may grant such further or other relief in addition to, or in substitution for, that applied for, as fully and 
in all respects as if the Application had been for such partial, or further or other relief.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Following a Pre-Hearing Conference held by the Board on July 26, 2012, the Board issued Order 98/12 
setting out a schedule for the orderly exchange of information with respect to Manitoba Hydro’s General 
Rate Application. The public hearing to consider these matters has been scheduled to commence Monday, 
December 10, 2012 at 9:00 am.

The hearing will be held at the Board’s offices, 400-330 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg.

PARTICIPATION:
In accordance with the Notice of Application and Pre-Hearing Conference published on or about July 14, 
2012, parties wishing to fully participate in the examination of witnesses, production of evidence and 
submissions and final argument must have registered with the Board by July 24, 2012.

Parties wishing to either submit a written brief or express oral comments to the Board, but not wishing to 
participate in the proceedings in their entirety are denoted as being presenters. Such parties should submit 
their written brief or advise the Secretary of the Board of an intention to appear at the public hearing as 
soon as possible and no later than one week prior to the start of the hearing. Persons wishing to address 
the hearing in French are required to notify the Board’s Secretary on or before December 3, 2012.

PROCEDURE:
The Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (Rules) apply to the conduct of the hearing. All 
interveners should familiarize themselves with the Rules, which can be seen at the Board’s website  
www.pub.gov.mb.ca or obtained on request to the Board, by either emailing (publicutilities@gov.mb.ca), 
writing or calling the Board Secretary (204-945-2638 or 1(866)854-3698, toll free).

DATED this 15th day of November, 2012.

H. Singh  
Secretary  
The Public Utilities Board

2.  Approval to maintain in current rates and finalization of, the 1% interim rate that arose from Order 5/12 
wherein the Board reduced and finalized the April 1, 2010 rate increase at 1.9% as opposed to the 2.9% 
that was previously approved on an interim basis. This 1% interim rate has continued to be billed to 
customers and has accrued approximately $12 million per year in a deferral account. Manitoba Hydro 
requests the total forecast accrued balance of the deferral account of approximately $35 million be 
included in 2012/13 revenues of Manitoba Hydro;

3.  Final approval of the 2.0% interim rate increase granted effective April 1, 2012 and currently in the rates 
billed to customers;

4.  Final approval of the 2.5% interim rate increase granted effective September 1, 2012 and currently in the 
billed rates to customers. Manitoba Hydro is also seeking final approval of any other interim rate Orders 
issued subsequent to the filing of the Application and prior to the conclusion of this proceeding;

5.  Approval of the proposed modifications to the Terms and Conditions of the Surplus Energy Program 
(SEP) and final approval of all interim ex parte SEP Orders issued since January 17, 2012 as well as  
any additional interim ex parte SEP rate Orders issued prior to the Board’s final Order in this matter;

By Allan Dawson
co-operator staff / ottawa

a record 13.8 million tonnes of 
grain were delivered into canada’s 
grain-handling system between 
aug. 1 and Nov. 11, a cargill 
canada official said last week, cit-
ing canadian Grain commission 
figures.

the previous record of 12 million 
tonnes was set in 2006.

of that 13.8 million tonnes, 11.5 
million was delivered to primary 
elevators (10.74 million tonnes last 
crop year), 1.732 million direct to 
processors (1.754), 174,000 tonnes 
through producer cars (219,000) 
and 401,000 tonnes to eastern 
facilities (525,000).

Last year’s deliveries during the 
same period were 600,000 tonnes 
lower. 

Deliveries to primary eleva-
tors were the highest in at least 
10 years and probably 20, cargill 
spokesperson chantelle Donahue 
said in an email.

“as for shipments if you add cGc 
exports/domestic use together 
we’ve used 13.8 million tonnes 
(8.91 million of exports and 4.88 
million domestic), which is a record 
high,” she wrote. “exports at 8.9 
million tonnes are 100,000 higher 
than last year, 75,000 higher than 
the year before, but below the 
record 9.9 million (set) in 1994.”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

A breakdown of record grain deliveries during Q1

“Exports at 8.9 
million tonnes are 
100,000 higher 
than last year, 
75,000 higher than 
the year before, but 
below the record 
9.9 million (set) in 
1994.” 

Chantelle  
Donahue

havaNa / reuters 

the first of Cuba’s 50 sugar mills has resumed opera-
tions, weeks after the sector was battered by hurricane  
Sandy.

aZCuBa, the state-run holding company that replaced the 
Sugar Ministry two years ago, announced in october that it 
would produce about 1.68 million tonnes of raw sugar this sea-
son, 20 per cent more than last season’s estimated 1.4 million 
tonnes.

But that was before Sandy ripped across eastern Cuba on 
oct. 25, damaging mills, plantations and infrastructure.

In some provinces, as much as half the cane crop suffered 
some damage. It’s hoped half the mills will be operational next 
month and most of the rest in January.

Cuba’s sugar cane 
sector only beginning to 
recover from Sandy
In some provinces, as much as half of the cane crop 
suffered some damage from the hurricane



WEATHER VANE Your smartphone
just got smarter.
Get the Manitoba Co-operator mobile app 
and get the latest ag news as it happens. 
Download the free app at agreader.ca/mbc

It looks as though this fore-
cast period will be another 
tough one to figure out. 

The weather models have been 
fairly consistent with the gen-
eral pattern, but are all over the 
place with the placement of 
the different systems. So once 
again, confidence in this fore-
cast is not very high.

Temperatures should slowly 
warm during the first part of 
this forecast period as a large 
area of low pressure slowly 
moves in from the Pacific. This 
will allow the winds to become 
more westerly, pulling in a little 
warmer air.

On Thursday and Friday we’ll 
see some of the energy from 
this system split off, bringing 
some light snow to southern 
and central regions of Mani-
toba. It looks as though we’ll 
see a break in the light snow on 
Saturday before a second piece 
of energy splits off the main low 
and pushes through our region 
on Sunday.

By  ear ly  next  week the 
main area of low pressure is 

expected to begin tracking 
eastward. Here is where the 
weather models have been 
really struggling. Sometimes 
they have the low tracking to 
our south, while other times 
the models show this low tak-
ing a more northerly route. 
Currently, the models show 
the main area of low pres-
sure tracking to our south, 
which should result in more 
light snow next Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

Once this low moves by, it 
doesn’t look as though we’ll 
see much in the way of cold 
air moving in. The cold air will 
remain bottled up north as a 
second large area of low pres-
sure moves in off the Pacific. 
This low is expected to move 
from southern B.C. into cen-
tral Manitoba late next week. 
We could see some more snow 
late in the week as this low 
moves through.

Usual temperature range for 
this period: Highs, -14 to 0 C; 
lows, -24 to -8 C.

Daniel Bezte is a teacher by profession 
with a BA (Hon.) in geography, 
specializing in climatology, from the 
U of W. He operates a computerized 
weather station near Birds Hill Park. 
Contact him with your questions and 
comments at daniel@bezte.ca.

Plenty of chances for snow
Issued: Monday, November 26, 2012 · Covering: November 28 – December 5, 2012

This map is created by Environment Canada, but I do a fair bit of tidying up of the data displayed to make it easier to read. Because of 
this, the data on the map should be seen as giving you a general idea of how much snow there is across the Prairies. This is especially 
true for western Alberta into B.C., where snowfall data from Environment Canada is usually very difficult to interpret. Over much of the 
central and northern regions, winter is well underway, with 10-plus cm of snow cover in most areas.

WEATHER MAP - WESTERN CANADA Daniel Bezte
Co-operator 
contributor

T H E  N E A R E R  T H E  N E W  M O O N  T O  C H R I S T M A S  D A Y ,  T H E  H A R D E R  T H E  W I N T E R . 

By Daniel Bezte
CO-OPERATOR CONTRIBUTOR

Each year around this time 
I like to take a look at 
weather-related gift ideas. 

I’m a little bit behind this year, 
but there is still plenty of time 
to order something weather 
related for that special person 
on your gift list. Personally, 
I think that Ambient Weather 
(www.ambientweather.com) 
has probably the most com-
plete list of weather instru-
ments available anywhere, so 
it is a good place to start look-
ing. Where you end up buying 
from is totally up to you; I am in 
no way connected to Ambient 
Weather or any other supplier 
of weather-related equipment.

Two things have been hap-
pening over the last five to 10 
years that have helped to make 
weather instruments ver y 
affordable, and when you think 
about it, they both go hand in 
hand. The price of computer 
parts continues to get cheaper 
and cheaper. This has allowed 
companies that make com-
puter-based weather instru-
ments to not only make better 
products, but to make better 
products that are fairly inex-
pensive. The second driving 
force behind the lower prices 
is the increasing demand for 
these instruments. With home-

based weather instruments 
and weather stations becoming 
more and more popular, there 
has been a significant increase 
in the number of instruments 
and stations available. More 
competition almost always 
leads to better prices. That said, 
let’s take a look at what’s avail-
able this year.

If all you are looking for is a 
simple weather station that will 
give you the outdoor tempera-
ture, humidity and barometric 

pressure, you have plenty to 
choose from. The majority of 
these units comes with fairly 
impressive indoor consoles that 
easily display all the weather 
information. They will usu-
ally automatically record daily 
maximum and minimum tem-
peratures and most will store 
and display around five days of 
weather history. They all come 
with a minimum of one wireless 
outdoor sensor that can usually 
be placed upward of 100 feet 

from the indoor console, but 
what kind of distance you get 
all depends on which structures 
are between the indoor unit and 
the outdoor sensor. These sta-
tions typically cost anywhere 
from $25 to $50.

For those of you who are look-
ing for a full-blown weather sta-
tion that records temperature, 
humidity, barometric pressure, 
wind speed and direction, and 
precipitation, I’m happy to say 
prices for these stations have 
probably come down the most. 
You can now get a decent starter 
station that offers all of this and 
also allows you to connect the 
station to your computer, for 
around $100. If you want to 
take it up a notch and get what 
is considered a high-end home 
weather station, then you would 
be looking at purchasing a Davis 
or Oregon Scientific station.

B o t h  o f  t h e s e  c o m p a -
nies make good weather sta-
tions. My personal preference 
is Davis. I have been using its 
weather stations for nearly 15 
years now and have had very 
few problems. These higher-
end weather stations are built 
better, record data more pre-
cisely, and download the data 
more often. They start in price 
at around $250 and can go all 
the way up to nearly $1,000. My 
personal recommendation for 
a weather station in this price 

range is to go with either a 
Davis Vantage Vue station or a 
Davis Vantage Pro2 station.

If a backyard weather station 
isn’t what you’re looking for, 
then maybe you might be inter-
ested in a portable handheld 
weather station. These stations 
start around $30 and go up 
to over $100. These handheld 
units will give you, at a mini-
mum, temperature, wind speed 
and wind chill. The higher-end 
units will also give you humid-
ity, dew point and heat index.

For those of you who like 
the more traditional weather 
instruments, there are still 
plenty of those available, rang-
ing in price from around $30 
up. I personally really like the 
brass-like instruments, such 
as the porthole-style barome-
ters, thermometers and clocks. 
These instruments are designed 
to be used inside or out and can 
offer that touch of antique class.

Finally, what I think might 
be one of the neatest weather 
instruments being offered at 
an affordable price: for around 
$50 you can get a watch that not 
only gives you the temperature, 
but will also tell you altitude, 
barometric pressure, sunrise 
and sunset, moon phases and 
tidal information, and has 
a built-in electronic compass 
along with a stopwatch. Now 
that is one heck of a watch!

Holiday weather gift ideas
Increased demand for weather instruments has led to more choices and more options
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Higher-end weather stations should yield more precise data and download 
the data more often. PHOTO: DAVISNET.COM
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LIGHT
YEARS

AHEAD

PROTINUS® seed-applied fertilizer delivers a nutrient boost that gives you 
faster emergence, larger seedlings and bigger roots. And a stronger start 
means you can look forward to stronger results at harvest. Use the technology 
that’s light years ahead. Ask your retailer for PROTINUS or visit PROTINUS.org.

©2012 Wolf Trax®, Growing Forward® and PROTINUS® are registered trademarks of Wolf Trax, Inc. 
Not all products are registered in all areas. Contact protinus@wolftrax.com for more information 
or call 1-855-237-9653.  17842 MC

CONGRATULATIONS TO WOLF TRAX FOUNDERS: 
2012 MANNING INNOVATION AWARD WINNERS.

Manitoba government release 

Proposed amendments 
to the Highway Traffic 
Act would permit busi-

nesses and farmers to carry 
heavier loads sooner when 
weather permits and would 
allow the province to imple-
m e n t  d e t o u r s  f o r  h e a v y 
vehicles more eff iciently 
when disaster strikes, Infra-
structure and Transporta-
tion Minister Steve Ashton 
announced today.

“These proposed amend-
ments will help drive rural 
economic growth by allow-
ing farm and commercial 
trucks to carry heavier loads 
o n  o u r  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m 
sooner,” said Ashton. “They 
will also offer greater flexi-
bility when natural disasters 
damage part of that critical 
system.”

The proposed bill would 
a d d  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  t h re e  
ways:
•  H i g h e r  w i n t e r  w e i g h t 

a l l o w a n c e s  c o u l d  b e 
extended by establishing 
a weather-based approach 
that would allow roads 
to remain at the higher 
weight thresholds for as 
long as conditions permit;

•  When a road or a bridge 
is damaged by a flood or 
other disaster and unable 
to take traffic, the prov-
ince would have the abil-
ity to act more quickly to 
give access to temporary 
alternate routes that could 
reduce detour distances 
by hundreds of kilometres, 
resulting in major time 
savings; and

•  As highways are upgraded, 
c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  f a r m 
trucks would be able to 

carry the heavier loads 
immediately.
Currently,  the Highway 

Traffic Act’s allowable vehi-
cle weights are set by cabi-
net regulation. Amending 
the regulation can be time 
consuming, which is why 
it is not currently used for 
short-term situations. Under 
the proposed amendments, 
the minister would have the 
authority  to  temporar i ly 
increase weights or classifi-
cations on highways within 
a short time.

“This proposed amend-
ment  wi l l  a l low gover n-
ment to react more quickly 
to industry needs; as such, 
we view this as a positive 
move,” said Norm Blagden, 
president of the Manitoba 
Trucking Association.

“This is  certainly good 
news for farmers to know 

that the minister will have 
the ability to ensure road 
weight limits are based on 
seasonal  condit ions and 
not simply on rigid calen-
dar schedules,” said Doug 
Chorney, president of Key-
stone Agricultural Produc-
ers. “We strongly support 
the flexibility this will give 
to our industry, particularly 
in times of emergency such 
as the 2011 flood when rapid 
movement of livestock and 
equipment was essential.”

T h e  Ma n i t o b a  g ove r n -
ment will continue to make 
decis ions  on the  abi l i ty 
of roads to carry heavier 
weights based on accept-
a b l e  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d -
ards. As well, the Highway 
Traffic Act will  still  spec-
ify  the penalties for  any  
breaches of weight-based 
limits.

Province adjusts highway weight allowances 
The new system would be based on weather conditions 

By Allan Dawson
co-operator staff

Eligible farmers owed 
money for grain they deliv-
ered to Newco Grain Ltd., 

of Coaldale, Alta., when it was a 
licensed grain dealer before May 
11, received 95.1 per cent of what 
they were owed, the Canadian 
Grain Commission (CGC) said in 
a news release Nov. 23.

About 144 farmers received 
approximately $3 million through 
the CGC’s Payment Protection 
Program, a CGC official said.

“When a licensed company is 
unable to pay producers, we work 
to ensure producers receive com-
pensation,” chief CGC commis-
sioner Elwin Hermanson, said in 
a news release. “While we license 
primary, process, terminal and 
transfer elevators and grain deal-
ers, we do not license companies 
such as feedlots. Deliveries made 
to unlicensed companies are not 
covered by our Payment Protec-
tion Program.”

Newco Grain now operates as 
a grain broker, said Newco presi-
dent Neil Slingerland when con-
tacted by phone Nov. 23.

Grain brokers are not licensed 
and bonded by the CGC because 
they aren’t supposed to buy or 
sell grain. Instead they bring grain 
buyers and sellers to gather to 
make a transaction.

Farmers are only covered by a 
licensed company’s security for 
90 days from the date they deliv-
ered their grain, or 30 days from 
the date they received a cash pur-
chase ticket.

Although the CGC monitors 
licensed companies and tries to 
ensure they post enough secu-
rity to cover what farmers are 
owed, sometimes payments fall 
short, Hermanson said Nov. 21 at 
the Grain Industry Symposium 
in Ottawa. That’s why the CGC is 
proposing a compulsory insur-
ance program for licensed com-
panies to replace the existing 
security program.

Insurance would be cheaper for 
licensed companies, he said. Now 
firms must post cash, a bond or 
letter of credit to match their lia-
bilities, tying up working capital. 
Current high grain prices add to 
the burden, he said.

An insurance scheme would 
also be cheaper and easier for the 
CGC to administer.

Full details of the plan are yet to 
be worked out, Hermanson said.

allan@fbcpublishing.com

CGC 
distributes 
Newco 
Grain 
security

CGC chief commissioner Elwin 
Hermanson told the Grain Industry 
Symposium in Ottawa Nov. 21 that 
an insurance program will be a 
cheaper and more effective way to 
protect farmers against payment 
defaults on grain delivered to 
licensed companies. photo: allan dawson
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Visit SyngentaFarm.ca or contact our Customer Resource Centre at 1-87-SYNGENTA (1-877-964-3682).
Always read and follow label directions. Quilt®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. © 2012 Syngenta.

Stand up for healthy yields with Quilt®. By applying Quilt fungicide at the fl ag-leaf stage, 
you protect your cereal crop from leaf diseases that reduce your yield and quality. Cereal 
crops treated with Quilt are protected against rusts, tan spot, powdery mildew and Septoria. 
Registered on all wheat and barley, Quilt safeguards your investment and your profi tability. 

Let your flag leaf fly.
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Learn to grow corn. 
We’re here to help!
If you’re interested in trying corn, talk with your Pioneer Hi-Bred 
sales rep. Backed by a team of corn experts, they are your local 
resource to learn how to successfully grow this new crop for 
Western Canada. Call today!

Learn to grow corn. 

PR345 CPS Corn School_v2.indd   1 12-10-19   1:53 PM
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By Daniel Winters
CO-OPERATOR STAFF 

Borage has been prized for its 
curative powers since ancient 
times.

In Roman times, the naturalist 
Pliny regarded it as an antidepres-
sant, and a famous herbalist from 
the 16th century wrote that a syrup 
made from borage “comforteth the 
heart, purgeth melancholy, and 
quieteth the phrenticke or luna-
ticke person.”

For Prairie farmers who may fit 
that description after last year’s dis-
appointing canola crop, the plant 
with the pretty purplish-blue blos-
soms that honeybees adore may 
offer a lucrative alternative to can-
ola in rotations following cereals.

Shane Falk, crop production 
manager of Saskatoon-based 
Bioriginal Food and Science, said 
that his company is looking to 
expand the company’s contracted 
acres for the oilseed to 10,000, up 
from 5,000 acres last year.

“Instead of growing flax or can-
ola, it’s another alternative with 
a little less costs in terms of ferti-
lizer,” said Falk. 

“It’s not that different. You just 
plant it, spray it, and combine it.”

The company, which has been 

around since the early 1990s, 
extracts the gamma linoleic acid 
(GLA) containing oil at its own 
crushing facilities and markets it 
in capsule and cream form as an 
arthritis remedy.

Stockpiles of the oil have dipped 
lately due to demand for the prod-
uct, and that has motivated Biorigi-
nal to seek out more growers.

Gross returns from the crop 
range from $300 to $600 per acre, 
with recent plot trials showing that 
the latest cultivars are capable of 
reaching further into the top end 
due to better seed retention.

“With our new varieties we’ve 
been seeing average yields of 150 
kg per acre, with upwards of 200 kg 
being grown,” he added. 

“Also with the price of fertilizer 
at its current values, you’re looking 
at about $25 per acre savings over 
canola as well with the decreased 
costs.”

Seed costs are $35 per acre 
shipped to the contracted grower, 
with the price deducted from pay-
ment when the crop is picked up 
by the company in fall. A minimum 
of 80 acres is required under the 
terms, with no maximum.

Falk, who visits each contracted 
field three times throughout the 
growing season, said that the final 

payment is based on the gamma 
linoleic acid content in the seed. 
This year, the company was paying 
$4 per kg for seed containing less 
than 20.39 per cent GLA, and $4.25 
for 22 per cent or more. 

“The higher the GLA, the more it 
is worth to us. The majority of bor-
age this year has been in the mid-
dle range but we have had a few 
growers with 22-plus GLA,” he said.

“We like to offer guys a $50-or-
more premium over canola to get 
guys to grow it.”

Although some contracted grow-
ers produce the crop under organic 
conditions even without being 
offered a premium, Falk recom-
mends a pre-seed burn-down with 
glyphosate, followed by a second 
pass prior to emergence.

Seed should be planted at half-
inch to a full inch depth in moist 
but not wet soil at a rate of seven 
kg per acre. Fertilizer rates should 
not exceed 50 lbs./acre for nitro-
gen, and no more than 40 lbs./acre 
of phosphate. Sulphur and potash 
rates are similar to those for can-
ola.

In crop, Poast can be used to 
whack grassy weeds, and Assert for 
broadleaf troublemakers.

Honeybees are critical for best 
yield results, and at least one hive 

per acre distributed around the 
field is needed to ensure pollina-
tion success.

Because the crop flowers for 
extended periods during the grow-
ing season, beekeepers are gener-
ally keen to help out in exchange 
for hives overflowing with high-
quality honey, he said.

Borage should be swathed when 
the seeds turn black and 85-90 per 
cent of the plants are ashen grey in 
colour. To avoid seed damage, the 
crop should be harvested at 10 per 
cent moisture and then dried down 
via aeration.

As with any crop, next-year vol-
unteers may be present, but they 
typically can’t compete when the 
rotation returns to cereal produc-
tion, he said.

daniel.winters@fbcpublishing.com

Nutraceutical firm 
seeks borage growers
Feeling blue about the high cost of canola inputs? Alleviate your symptoms with borage

Borage, an oilseed used in nutraceuticals, can be grown across much of the Prairie region. PHOTO: SUBMITTED BY BIORIGINAL

“We like to offer guys a 
$50-or-more premium 
over canola to get guys 
to grow it.”

SHANE FALK

CROPS
H U S B A N D R Y  —  T H E  S C I E N C E ,  S K I L L  O R  A R T  O F  F A R M I N G
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By Allan Dawson
CO-OPERATOR STAFF

It’s a great time to be a 
farmer in Western Canada, 
but don’t expect the good 

times to last forever, grain 
industry officials said during 
the Fields on Wheels confer-
ence in Winnipeg Nov. 9.

“This  is  truly  a  t ime of 
opportunity,” said Richard 
Wansbutter,  Viterra’s vice-
president of government and 
commercial relations. “I really 
think these are the best of 
times to be in agriculture.

“I guess my observation is 
simply that, enjoy it while you 
can.

“We do move in cycles and 
we’ve had a pretty good run 
the last four or five years.”

Wansbutter added however, 
that he’s optimistic given the 
growing world population and 
the demand for food and fuel.

“I have not seen an unhappy 
farmer in several  months, 
unless he didn’t like his pro-

t e i n  c o n t e n t ,”  s a i d  Ke i t h 
B r u c h ,  v i c e - p re s i d e n t  o f 
operations at Paterson Global 
Foods. “But in net returns per 
acre we’ve never seen values 
like this before. It is a won-
derful time to be a farmer 

in Western Canada on many 
measurements.”

Golden era
The 1970s was a golden era in 
agriculture too, but it didn’t 
last,  said Paul Earl,  acting 

director of the University of 
Manitoba’s Transport Institute, 
which organized the meeting. 
Agriculture is cyclical, he said.

“Agriculture, over the whole 
sweep of human history, has 
never been, except in rare 
cases, really a high-return 
enterprise,” Earl said.

The need to feed nine bil-
lion people by 2050 will drive 
new technology in crop pro-
duction, including genetically 
modified wheat, Bruch pre-
dicted.

“ We think there wil l  be 
increasing focus on cereals,” 
he said. “With the changes to 
the wheat board the motiva-

tion to start putting capital 
into that has increased. We’ll 
see the introduction of GM 
into wheat.”

Politics will continue to play 
a role in agriculture too, he 
said. Biofuel policies, espe-
cially in the United States, 
have boosted the price of 
corn, dragging the value of 
other crops higher, Bruch said.

“The world cannot afford to 
take food out of mouths and 
stick into cars,” he said. “There 
are options out there, but 
they’re still at the early stages 
of technology and I see that as 
opportunity for producers in 
Western Canada.”

Earl, who worked on farm 
policy for United Grain Grow-
ers and the Western Wheat 
Growers Association, agreed 
farming will continue to be 
influenced by politics.

“It’s always political because 
we all have to eat,” he said.

Canada needs policies to 
encourage further process-
ing for Canadian crops, Bruch 
said.

“Grain handling and trans-
portation are just a means to 
an end; they’re not the end in 
itself,” he said.

Continued exports
Exports, however, will con-
tinue to be important, Bruch 
said. That’s why federal gov-
ernment should continue to 
promote market access.

Hi g h e r  Ca n a d i a n  G r a i n 
Commission (CGC) fees for 
grain companies are a con-
cern too, he said.

“The prices they (CGC) are 
going to put on their serv-
ices, to be frank, are out of 
sight and unrealistic to what 
the market would be able to 
provide for services that aren’t 
really required in the new 
(post-CWB monopoly) world,” 
Bruch said. “For us then it 
becomes a question of public 
good versus commercial cost. 
If that’s been thought through 
well  enough it’s  not being 
shown in the legislation.”

In an interview later Bruch 
said the CGC doesn’t need to 
do outward grain weighing 
and inspection and issue Cer-
tificate Finals guaranteeing 
export grain grades.

“ What’s  important is  we 
give customers the quality 
they are asking for,” he said. 
“The important thing is the 
grain commission maintains 
the grading standard for Can-
ada. So whatever is graded 
as No. 1 CWRS matches that 
grade standard. They (CGC) 
can maintain that standard 
and train the companies, but 
they don’t have to be the ones 
doing the inspection on it.”

Bruch expressed reserva-
tions about Canada’s wheat 
variety registration system. 
On the one hand it has cre-
ated demand from Canadian 
wheat, but on the other there’s 
increasing demand to grow 
American wheats in Canada.

“The risk for me is that you 
begin to blur certain end-use 
characteristics of Canadian 
varieties vis-a-vis the U.S.,” 
he said. “Do you really want 
to blend the two systems or 
do you want to maintain ours, 
or do you at least want to give 
it a little bit more flexibility 
and creativity in varieties 
going forward?”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

Canadian grain farmers enjoying good times 
But history shows high prices don’t last forever

Richard Wansbutter, Viterra’s vice-president of government and commercial 
relations, says it’s a good time to be in agriculture, but he adds, “enjoy it 
while you can.” PHOTO: ALLAN DAWSON

“I really think these 
are the best of times 
to be in agriculture.”

RICHARD WANSBUTTER

5525 CL Crushes 
NeXerA 2012 CL

brettyoung.ca  •  800-665-5015

BrettYoung is a trademark of BrettYoung seeds Limited.
Ares is a trademark and Clearfield and the unique Clearfield symbol are registered trademarks of BAsF Agrochemical Products B.V.  
All used with permission by BAsF Canada Inc. All others are trademarks of their respective companies.   12026   10.12
1Based on 2012 Nexera oil premiums and 2012 sr Ps on the seed. For complete details on the trials visit www.canolaperformancetrials.ca

brettyoung.ca

Jon MontgoMery
2010 Olympic Gold Medalist – Skeleton
2008 World Championship Silver Medalist

Better yield, Better net and 
complete marketing flexiBility
5525 CL is a yield-leading variety in all canola production 
systems, delivering outstanding net returns while you  
retain complete marketing flexibility. Head-to-head in the 
2011 Canola Performance Trials mid-season zone, 5525 CL 
out-yielded Nexera® 2012 by an average of 8 bu/ac1.  
The result: $50.361 per acre more in farmers’ pockets  
even after specialty oil premiums. With the freedom to 
market 5525 CL anywhere, and high net returns, 5525 CL 
crushes the competition.

In the end, it all comes down to performance and 
BrettYoung brings a new standard of excellence to  
the field.
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In Manitoba, DEKALB® brand 73-75 RR  
wins 79% of trials* versus InVigor® L Series.

Even under the severe weather conditions of 2012, 
73-75 RR consistently out yielded competitors.
While no one wins them all, in FACT™ trials conducted  
by farmer co-operators, DEKALB won its fair share.  
Consistent yield performance under adverse conditions,  
that’s the complete package. Visit www.DEKALB.ca for 
more details. 

*Source: 2012 Monsanto Field Scale Trials as of October 3, 2012 in Manitoba. **2011-2012 Monsanto Field Scale Trials as of October 3, 2012 in Manitoba.  DEKALB represented by 73-75 RR; InVigor by L150. Individual results may vary, and performance may vary 
from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results you may obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible.  Always 
follow grain marketing and all other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions.  Details of these requirements can be found in the Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this publication. DEKALB® and Design and DEKALB® are 
registered trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. Monsanto Canada Inc. licensee. InVigor® is a registered trademark of Bayer. ©2012 Monsanto Company.

N = 5

N = 9

2012 YIELD COMPARISONS (BU/A)*

2 YEAR YIELD COMPARISONS (BU/A)**

N = 7

N = 17

L130 43.6

46.673-75 RR

38.1L150

44.573-75 RR

L130 46.5

48.473-75 RR

41.6L150

73-75 RR 45.1

 7  9  %
2012 TRIAL WIN RATE

By Allan Dawson
CO-OPERATOR STAFF

Keystone Agricultural Producers 
(KAP) is hosting a meeting Dec. 
3 to try and clarify where grain 

farmers owed money by Niverville-based 
Puratone stand.

“We’re not going to be threatening 
people or making statements of claim,” 
KAP president Doug Chorney said in an 
interview Nov. 26. “We really just want to 
get the facts out because so far members 
are telling me they’re getting their infor-
mation through the media and through 
Deloitte, the monitor, but they are limited 
in what they know about what’s really 
going on.”

Meanwhile, some Puratone farmer-
creditors are exploring the possibility of 
a lawsuit against Puratone directors to try 
and recoup the estimated $900,000 grain 
farmers are owed in total.

Puratone, which operates about 50 
hog barns in Manitoba and three feed 
mills, filed for creditor protection Sept. 

12, owing creditors around $100 million, 
including $86 million to three banks, 
which are secured creditors. Deloitte was 
appointed to monitor the process.

Nov. 1, Maple Leaf Foods announced 
it had entered into an agreement to pur-
chase Puratone for $42 million.

Some farmer-creditors have said Maple 
Leaf should demonstrate it’s a good cor-
porate citizen by paying farmers owed 
money for grain delivered to Puratone. 
Maple Leaf disagrees.

“Maple Leaf is purchasing the assets of 
Puratone, which does not represent lia-
bilities held by the company,” Maple Leaf 
spokesman Dave Bauer said in an inter-
view from Toronto Nov. 8. “The courts will 
supervise how those debts are settled...”

Officials from Puratone, Maple Leaf, 
Deloitte, the lenders (Farm Credit Can-
ada, Bank of Montreal and the Manitoba 
Agricultural Services Corporation), the 
Manitoba Pork Council and the Animal 
Nutrition Association of Canada, which 
represents feed mills, are attending the 
meeting, Chorney said.

Kyle Foster, an Arborg farmer, a KAP 
executive member and a Puratone credi-
tor, will represent farmers owed money 
by Puratone.

Chorney said he doesn’t want to give 
farmers false hope.

“But No. 1 we’re going to try to (get 
farmers their money) and No. 2 we’re 
going to try and make sure this doesn’t 
happen again through some kind of pay-
ments security program,” he said.

Currently only grain companies 
licensed by the Canadian Grain Commis-
sion are required to post security to cover 
what’s owed to farmers when they deliver 
to a licensed facility any of the 21 grains 
and oilseeds listed under the Canada 
Grain Act. Feed mills are not covered by 
the CGC’s security program. Neither are 
farmer-to-farmer grain sales.

When companies declare bankruptcy 
the rules around creditors are relatively 
straightforward. Any funds earned from 
the sale of the firm’s assets first go to 
secured creditors.

Under Section 81.2 of the Bankruptcy 

and Insolvency Act farmers go to the top 
of the creditors’ list if they’ve delivered 
products within 15 days of the firm going 
bankrupt. But that presumably doesn’t 
apply here because Puratone sought 
credit protection, found a buyer and 
never declared bankruptcy.

KAP sets up Puratone meeting
It wants to get more information for grain farmers owed money

 “We really just want to 
get the facts out because 
so far members are 
telling me they’re getting 
their information through 
the media and through 
Deloitte, the monitor, but 
they are limited in what 
they know about what’s 
really going on.”

DOUG CHORNEY

BRIEFS

Monsanto Fund 
gives grants 
to community 
groups 
Staff 

Fourteen Manitoba com-
munities were among the 
58 chosen from across 
Canada for grants under 
the Monsanto’s Canada’s 
Farmers Grow Communi-
ties program. 

The program aimed at 
strengthening rural com-
munities, provides the 
opportunity for farmers to 
secure a $2,500 grant for 
their favourite community 
charity or not-for-profit 
organization.

The Monsanto Fund will 
direct $145,000 to chari-
table and not-for-profit 
groups who are making a 
difference in the lives of 
rural residents. 

“We are pleased with the 
response to our first year 
and look forward to build-
ing awareness and having 
many more farmers nomi-
nating groups or projects 
in their communities,” said 
Trish Jordan, public and 
industry affairs director 
with Monsanto Canada. 

Launched last summer, 
the program gave farmers 
across Canada the oppor-
tunity to nominate a local 
charity or not-for-profit 
group in their community 
by visiting www.Canadas 
Farmers.com and com-
pleting an entry between 
June 1, 2012 and Septem-
ber 30, 2012. The winners 
were chosen by random 
draw on November 1, 
2012. Jordan said the cur-
rent plan is to continue the 
Canada’s Farmers Grow 
Communities program in 
2013 with the continued 
support of the Monsanto 
Fund. Farmers interested 
in the program can visit 
www.canadasfarmers.com 
for more information.
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Reserve a place at  
these free events 
today for you, 
family, friends and 
business partners.

Making the Most of Today’s Wireless Devices  
 December 4 6 – 9 p.m. Portage la Prairie 
 December 5 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Neepawa 
 December 5 6 – 9 p.m. Dauphin 
 December 6 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Virden 
 December 6 6 – 9 p.m. Brandon

Maximizing Profitability – Financial Budgeting  
 December 13 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Brandon

www.fcc.ca/learning  |  1-888-332-3301

Sign up for a  
competitive advantage

Hear from leading industry experts at these insightful learning events.

DAMP AND COLD 

Who knew something so unpleasant could create something so beautiful?  PHOTO: GRACE CRAYSTON

BRIEFS

CWB looks to 
cash market 
to attract more 
wheat
By Terryn hiells
COMMODITY NEWS SERVICE CANADA

Sign-up deadlines for 
CWB’s pool programs 
have come and gone, but 
the company is still look-
ing for more grain.

“We’ve been able to get 
some really good sales 
for the tonnes that we 
have now, and movement 
has been really good,” 
said Gord Flaten, CWB’s 
vice-president of grain 
procurement. “So looking 
to the rest of the year, we’d 
be interested in doing 
some additional busi-
ness.”

CWB is hoping to source 
more wheat through cash 
contracts, which have 
changed since the demise 
of the single desk.

“In the past the cash 
options used to be linked 
to the pools, we had pric-
ing options that would 
allow farmers to take out 
cash contracts,” Flaten 
said. “Now the cash con-
tracts are completely sep-
arate from the pools.”

Flaten wouldn’t say how 
much wheat has been 
committed so far, but said 
the company is satisfied 
with the number even 
though it’s less than origi-
nally anticipated.

“I think the whole 
industry has seen farm-
ers commit less than they 
expected at this point in 
the year, and that’s what 
we saw too,” he said.

Many farmers are wait-
ing for stronger prices, he 
said.

One grain analyst esti-
mates about 65 per cent 
of the western Canadian 
wheat crop has yet to 
be marketed, adding it 
will be difficult for CWB 
to procure some of that 
wheat because “they’re 
not paying high enough 
prices.”

And grain elevators 
have an advantage, he 
said.

“The elevator managers 
for the grain companies 
know exactly what pro-
ducers shipped through 
the wheat board last year,” 
the analyst said. “And 
when you see that infor-
mation right in front of 
you, you can go in front 
of CWB and use your 
sales technique savvy to 
show the producer that 
if he delivers his wheat 
to the non-board market 
he’s going to make more 
money.”

The CWB will continue 
to focus on procuring 
grain through its cash 
contracts for the remain-
der of the year, Flaten 
said.

“We’ve had pretty posi-
tive feedback on our pools 
and our programs so far, 
so I expect that we’ll look 
at similar programs for 
next year,” he said. “But 
we’re going to keep our 
minds open and respond 
to what farmers tell us.”
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NEW Currie R2 2500 HU

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Always follow grain marketing and IRM requirements. 
Details of these requirements can be found in the Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this publication. 
Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.
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By Lorraine Stevenson
co-operator staff 

The Prairie Improvement 
Network (PIN) is the new 
name for what will now 

be the former Manitoba Rural 
Adaptation Council (MRAC) as 
its advocacy role for rural devel-
opment expands in a post-fed-
eral funding era. 

Since its formation in 1996, 
MRAC has administered Mani-
toba’s share of federal Canadian 
Agricultural Adaptation Program 
(CAAP) funding to jump start 
adaptation activities among 
farmers and their communities. 

The federal government 
ended that role this past April 
for the 14 rural regional adapta-
tion councils across the country, 

announcing plans to centralize 
the entire program in Ottawa 
after March 2014. 

Last April’s change merely 
accelerated efforts and planning 
to expand MRAC’s mandate and 
move in new directions, said Ted 
Eastley, executive director of the 
new Prairie Improvement Net-
work last week. 

“We’d started down this road 
a couple of years ago,” he said. 
“We’ve wanted to ensure that 
if the funds were to disappear, 
we’d have an alternate route and 
purpose.”

The Prairie Improvement 
Network’s job ahead is to expand 
its focus and advocacy work 
beyond the singular focus of 
agriculture and play a larger 
advocacy role in improving the 

lives of all rural Manitobans, he 
said. It wants to be a catalyst 
for innovation and adaptation 
in a broader number of ideas 
beyond agriculture, including 
health, conservation and the 
environment, he said. 

“We’d like to be in a position 
to pull together these diverse 
areas. We see ourselves as sort of 
a catalyst to bring together those 
various sectors within the rural 
sector.”

Additionally, Prairie Improve-
ment Network’s work will lie 
with providing insight on how 
to bridge the rural/urban split 
and to engage a broader and 
more diverse group of rural 
interests in ways to facilitate 
positive change.  The board, 
which represents a huge range 

of perspectives and expertise, is 
particularly excited about what it 
can do in that area, said Eastley. 

With no confirmed funding, 
the new network must  pursue 
new research and development 
innovation funding in both the 
public and private sectors, he 
said. 

Before its transition to PIN, 
MRAC has funded more than 
600 innovative projects, con-
tributing more than $23 million 
towards adaptation and innova-
tion. By working with numerous 
industry partners, including pro-
ducers, producer organizations, 
private and public corporations 
and government, it leveraged 
an investment of more than $70 
million in agricultural advance-
ment in Manitoba.

The Prairie Improvement 
Network website was acti-
vated on Monday, November 
26. 

For more information visit 
www.prairienetwork.ca.

lorraine@fbcpublishing.com

New Prairie Improvement 
Network launches this week
The adaptation council’s work continues with expanded mandate

By Patrick Rucker and  
Timothy Gardner
washington /reuters

The United States upheld 
its program to turn a 
large share of the corn 

crop into ethanol for motor fuel 
Nov. 16, saying it did not cause 
undue economic harm despite 
steep competition for depleted 
U.S. grain supplies after the 
worst drought in 50 years.

In August, as the drought 
seared the Midwest, the gov-
ernors of several livestock-
producing states including 
Georgia and New Mexico asked 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency to suspend the ethanol 
mandate. They said it pushed 
up prices for feed grain and 
squeezed producers’ profits.

But the EPA decided that 
the relief brought on by freez-
ing the mandate would not be 
significant and would reduce 
corn prices only about one per 
cent.

“We recognize that this year’s 
drought has created hardship 
in some sectors of the economy, 
particularly for livestock pro-
ducers,” said Gina McCarthy, 
assistant administrator for the 
EPA’s Office of Air and Radia-
tion.

“But our extensive analysis 
makes clear that... waiving the 
(Renewable Fuel Standard) will 
have little, if any, impact.”

The EPA determined the 
mandate did not cause severe 
economic harm, a requirement 
for waiving the measure.

Aimed at reducing U.S. reli-
ance on foreign oil, the RFS 
requires 13.2 billion gallons of 
ethanol to be made from corn 
this year. About 40 per cent of 
the U.S. corn crop is used to 
make ethanol.

This was the second time 
that the EPA denied a waiver. In 
2008, regulators rejected a Texas 
petition to halve the mandate 
temporarily.

U.S. upholds 
ethanol 
mandate
EPA turns down requests 
to waive mandate

“We see ourselves 
as sort of a catalyst 
to bring together 
those various 
sectors within the 
rural sector.”

TEd EASTLEy
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WGRF release

Arecent return-on-invest-
ment study commis-
sioned by the Western 

Grains Research Foundation 
( WGRF) has estimated that 
investment in wheat and bar-
ley varietal research is provid-
ing producers with a very high 
return. 

This study calculates that on 
average every producer check-
off dollar invested into wheat 
varietal research has returned 
$20.40 in value to the producer. 
Barley varietal research saw a 
return of over $7.56 for each 
producer dollar invested.

The value is realized when 
new wheat and barley varieties 
are released and adopted by 
producers in Western Canada. 
For example, new WGRF-sup-
ported varieties like Carberry, 
Muchmore, CDC Verona and 
al l  of  the midge-tolerant 
wheats are higher yielding with 
improved disease and pest 
resistance. 

Through WGRF, farmers have 
assisted in the development 
and release of more than 110 
new wheat and barley varieties 
over the past decade and a half, 
many of which are today seeded 
to large portions of the crop-
land in Western Canada.

“The WGRF investment in 
variety development has earned 
a very high return for produc-
ers,” says Dave Sefton, WGRF 
board chair. “The return on 
investment of 36 per cent on 
wheat variety development and 
28 per cent on barley variety 
development demonstrates that 
investing in research continues 
to be an excellent way for pro-
ducers to improve their returns. 

“WGRF invests over $6 mil-
lion of producers’  dollars 
annually into breeding and 
crop research. As a regional 
organization WGRF brings 
the research spending power 
of all farmers in Western Can-
ada together,  maximizing 
the returns they see in crop 
research,” says Sefton.

“The popularity of WGRF-
supported varieties and these 
high rates of returns show that 
producers have benefited sub-
stantially from their check-
offs and would benefit from 
increased investment in varietal 
research,” said Garth Patterson, 
WGRF executive director.

A full copy of the study can 
be found by visiting the WGRF 
website www.westerngrains.
com.

Wheat 
and barley 
varietal 
research 
benefits 
producers
The return on investment 
for wheat is 36 per cent

Staff

Canada’s agriculture indus-
try is in a unique position 
to meet changing global 

energy demands, Farm Credit 
Canada says in its latest Knowl-
edge Insider report. 

The issue highlights shifts 
in the energy landscape, and 
what it may mean for Cana-
dian producers and agribusi-
ness owners.

“Two things are for certain,” 
says Kellie Garrett, senior vice-
president of strategy, knowledge 
and reputation with FCC. “One, 
the global population continues 
to grow, and two, this growth 
means an increased need for 
food and affordable energy to 
sustain us. 

“Agriculture depends on 
energy and also has the abil-

ity to produce it. This edition 
of Knowledge Insider examines 
some important questions that 
are relevant to everyone who’s 
involved in the industry.”

The report profiles busi-
nesses such as the Mani-
toba-based Vander veen’s 
Greenhouses Ltd. as an exam-
ple of how agribusinesses are 
adapting to the new energy 
environment. 

Kelvin Vanderveen developed 
an alternative heating source to 
deal with volatile energy costs. 
He discovered a local solution 
using flax shives, something that 
he learned no one else in the 
world was doing. Today, Vander-
veen continues to build on his 
energy investment.

Experts predict that in less 
than 40 years, the world will 
need 70 per cent more food to 

feed a projected global popula-
tion of nine billion people.

“This edition of the magazine 
offers tips on how to prepare 
your business, monitor trends 
and navigate risk in a changing 
energy landscape,” says Garrett.

Some highlights from the pub-
lication include:

• How the tension between 
the need for sustainability and 
profitability could continue to 
shape the future of the energy 
landscape;

• Inspiration from Canadian 
agribusiness owners who are 
changing their energy practices 
and strategies to better prepare 
for the road ahead;

• Monitoring trends in three 
key areas: innovations in science 
and technology, changing poli-
cies and principles, and volatile 
markets;

•  Various technological 
breakthroughs indicate that the 
future will bring a mix of renew-
able and non-renewable energy 
sources;

“Never has Canadian agricul-
ture mattered more to Canada 
and the world,” Garrett says. 
“And, nothing is better than 
sharing knowledge and learn-
ing from others in the industry. 
I welcome feedback and invite 
our readers to share their experi-
ences by emailing us.”

Knowledge Insider, published 
twice each year, shares insights 
about how farmers and agri-
businesses can prepare for 
success in a changing world. 
The current issue is a followup 
to the 2009 energy edition. A 
complete copy as well as past 
issues can be found at www.fcc.
ca/insider.

Changing energy landscape means 
opportunity for Canadian agriculture
The report profiles how businesses are adapting to the new energy environment

Barley  photo: CWB
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By Allan Dawson
CO-OPERATOR STAFF /OTTAWA

For years Canada’s grain 
industry engaged in self-
flagellation, condemn-

ing the grain-handling and 
transportation system as inef-
ficient. Not anymore.

“ We  h a v e  a r g u a b l y  t h e 
world’s most efficient han-
dling network,” Don Solman, 
Richardson’s vice-president 
of finance and chief financial 
officer told the Grain Industry 
Symposium Nov. 21. “Back in 
the 1990s, basically the net-
work was rebuilt with large 
high throughputs.”

Now the handling system 
turns seven times a year and 
is profitable enough to attract 
additional capital to further 
improve efficiency, he told 
the meeting organized by the 
Canada Grains Council and 
Grain Growers of Canada.

“I want to send the message 
that the system today is an 
efficient system...” Solman 
said.

“Our infrastructure is best 
in class.”

The timing couldn’t be bet-
ter.  World grain prices are 
high. The demand for grain 
is growing by two per cent a 
year — double the percentage 
growth seen during the previ-
ous 30 years — as world pop-
ulation rises to nine billion by 
2050, Solman said. Will grain 
prices remain strong?

“Certainly the demand fac-
tors would suggest that is a 
reasonable conclusion,” he 
said.

Channelling 40 per cent of 
U.S. corn into ethanol pro-
duction, coupled with the 
recent U.S. drought has con-
tributed to the current near-
record grain prices hurting 
North American livestock pro-
ducers.

“I don’t know what the solu-
tion is other than some inter-
vention by governments for 
some period of time until we 
can get things working bet-
ter,” Solman said later during 
a question period.

Increasing shale gas devel-
opment in the U.S. could see 
less demand for grains in 
biofuels, he said. If so prices 
could soften, helping live-
stock feeders, he said.

Solman recited a litany of 
reasons contributing to Cana-
da’s competitiveness: weather 
that’s more stable than other 
parts of the world, a stable 
political and financial envi-
ronment,  grain companies 
with a reputation for integ-
rity,  high-quality grains,  a 
solid regulatory system and in 
many crops having a big piece 
of the market.

There are 600 organiza-
tions and regulatory agencies 
involved in Canada’s grain 
sector. They all need to strive 
for efficiency, Solman said.

Research and development 
will continue to be important.

“We have an opportunity in 
the crops that we dominate 
in to make them even better 
than they are today,” he said.

Those crops include canola, 
flax, oats, durum and even 
spring wheat. 

“We need to be proactive 
rather than reactive (on mar-
ket access),” Solman said. “So 
when somebody says ‘you 
can’t do this,’ we need to be 

there saying ‘no, we can... 
because we have a pretty big 
stick and we’re important and 
we think we’re being reasona-
ble.’ So we really need to push 
our  posit ion and become 
a little more aggressive... to 
ensure that  Canada has a 
dominant position within glo-
bal agriculture.”

T h e  C a n a d i a n  “ b r a n d ” 
couldn’t be more respected. 
Regulations are necessary to 
protect it but must truly add 
value, he said.

“ Wi t h  t h e  e xc e p t i o n  o f 
canola we do not see a lot of 
investment in processing (in 
Canada),” Solman said.

Agriculture Minister Gerry 
Ritz  predicted ending the 
C a n a d i a n  W h e a t  B o a r d’s 
monopoly would tr igger a 
spate of wheat processing.  

Canada’s grain companies 
have consolidated and so 
have farmers, Solman said.

“We’ll see larger farmers,” 
he said. “We will see what I 
c a l l  m o re  c o r p o ra t e - t y p e 
farms and I think we’ll con-
tinue to see some investment 
in farmland in Canada.”

Richardson does not oppose 
foreigners buying Canadian 
farmland, he said.

allan@fbcpublishing.com

Canada’s grain system world’s best
For years it was criticized for being inefficient and oftentimes unreliable

Don Solman, Richardson’s vice-president of finance and chief financial officer, 
told the Grain Industry Symposium, Canada has the most efficient grain 
system in the world. PHOTO: ALLAN DAWSON

“With the exception of canola we do not see a lot 
of investment in processing (in Canada).”

DON SOLMAN
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Stepping down 

Canada Grains Council chair Jean-Marc Ruest (l) presented a plaque to Dennis Stephens secretary-consultant to the council at the Grain Industry 
Symposium in Ottawa Nov. 21 in appreciation for his hard work for the council and entire grain industry. Stephens, who came to the council in 2000, 
is stepping down soon. The search for a replacement is underway. However, Stephens will continue working with the International Grain Coalition 
for another year. “My one regret from stepping aside now is that now is the time to be entering, not leaving,” Stephens said. Ending the Canadian 
Wheat Board’s monopoly is an opportunity “because now without a dual-marketing system you’re no longer going down separate tracks. You’re 
now on one track,” he said. “The logistics opportunities associated with that and the whole combination of being able to bring to the buyer whatever 
he requires and to be able to do it in the lowest-cost manner is something that’s a tremendous advantage to the country.”  photo: allan dawson
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By Niu Shuping and Fayen Wong
beijing / reuters

The Chinese government 
will start stockpiling soy 
and corn from local farm-

ers at higher prices than a year 
ago, an industry source said 
Nov. 13, a move set to stabilize 
domestic prices and support 
soy imports.

China, the world’s top soy 
buyer, will pay 4,600 yuan 
($740) per tonne to soy farm-
ers in four major growing areas 
in the northeast. The price was 
15 per cent higher than what 
was offered last year, said the 
source who has seen a govern-
ment document.

Beijing will pay between 
2,100-2,140 yuan per tonne to 
stockpile domestic corn in the 
northeast Corn Belt, up about 
seven per cent from year ago, 
the source said.

T h e  l a t e s t  s t o c k p i l i n g , 
expected to start over the com-
ing weeks and stretch till the 
end of April, is an annual exer-
cise to protect farmers’ interest.

With the new stockpiling 
price for soybeans around four 
per cent above the price of 
imported supplies at Chinese 
ports, analysts said the gov-
ernment’s latest reserve build 
would keep crushers’ enthusi-
asm for imports alive.

“The stockpiling plan will sta-
bilize domestic prices at current 
levels. Crushers will continue 
to import as domestic demand 
stays healthy,” said Zhang Rum-
ing, an analyst with Dalian 
Liangyun Futures Co. Ltd.

China has stayed on the side-
lines of the global corn market 
as high international prices 
made imports unattractive.

China’s  soy imports  are 
expected to rise to 4.8 million 
tonnes in November, up from 
4.03 million tonnes in October, 
according to estimates by the 
China National Grain and Oils 
Information Center (CNGOIC).

Beijing has been selling its 
state reserves over past months 
to help keep the market well 
supplied and cap food inflation.

China, the world’s second-
largest consumer, is expecting a 
record corn harvest of 201 mil-
lion tonnes, which was 4.3 per 
cent higher than last year. 

China 
maintains 
key cereal 
reserves
China will pay higher 
prices for local supplies
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By Allan Dawson
co-operator staff /ottawa

Fifty thousand dollars 
in federal government 
money is going to the 

Grain Growers of Canada to 
promote Canadian grain, which 
will include sending farmers on 
overseas trade missions.

It’s part of $208,000 David 
Anderson, parliamentary sec-
retary for the Canadian Wheat 
Board, announced here Nov. 21 
during the annual Grain Indus-
try Symposium organized by 
the Canada Grains Council and 
the Grain Growers of Canada 
(GGC).

“We all know that we need to 
educate our customers about 
Canada’s superior grain quality 
and this money will be used to 
capture new world markets for 
our producers,” said Anderson, 
filling in for Agriculture Minis-
ter Gerry Ritz who was in Brus-
sels for the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agree-
ment negotiations between 

Canada and the European 
Union.

The GGC applied for funding 
through the Growing Forward 
program and must match Otta-
wa’s $50,000 contribution, GGC 
executive director Richard Phil-
lips said in an interview.

One-third of the money will 
be shared with the Canadian 
International Grains Institute 
(Cigi) to help develop a long-
term Canadian wheat promo-
tion strategy.

Including farmers on trade 
missions is a good idea, said 
Rex Newkirk, Cigi’s director of 
research and business develop-
ment. Customers like meeting 
the people who grow the grain, 
he said.

“When we have buyers come 
to (Cigi in) Winnipeg we take 
them to see farmers,” he said.

Anderson announced $87,000 
in Canadian Integrated Food 
Safety Initiative funding for 
the Canada Grains Council to 
update its ExcelGrains Canada’s 
food safety system for grains and 

oilseeds. The system is based on 
Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Point (HACCP) material, which 
outlines step-by-step food safety 
standards that help to reduce 
the risk of foodborne illness, a 
news release said.

The grains council will also 
get  $71,000 in AgriMarket-
ing funding to implement its 
long-term market access strat-
egy, which includes industry-
to-industry trade meetings to 
encourage the removal of non-
tariff trade barriers.

“Ladies and gentlemen, Can-
ada’s grain market must remain 
competitive,” Anderson said. “It 
needs 21st century tools if it is 
to drive our economy and feed 

a growing population and give 
our producers a good return 
for their work and their invest-
ment. Through taxpayers’ gen-
erous investment we’re helping 

to ensure that Canada’s grain 
industry is well positioned for 
long-term success by helping to 
increase your export opportuni-
ties and to increase your com-
petitiveness.”

The federal government’s 
move to remove the Canadian 
Wheat Board’s monopoly on 
western wheat and barley sales 
is creating “unprecedented 
opportunity,” Anderson said.

The transition to an open 
market is going well, he added. 
Wheat acres were up last crop 
year, current wheat prices are 
strong and Canadian wheat 
exports are up 10 per cent from 
the same time a year ago.

The federal government is 
working on other ways to assist 
Canada’s grain sector, including 
developing a policy to manage 
imports of food and grains that 
contain a low-level presence 
of genetically modified (GM) 
organisms unapproved in Can-
ada, Anderson said.

Canada is also leading an 
international effort on the same 
issue.

“So far the response has been 
good,” he said. “We’re confident 
by working together Canada 
and its trading partners can 
find a workable way forward. 
And we’re hoping this proposed 
domestic policy can also serve 
as a model internationally. It’s 
one more way Minister Ritz is 
providing leadership to agricul-
ture around the world.”

Had such a policy existed in 
the European Union the small 
amount of GM Triffid found 
in Canadian flax exports a few 
years ago would not have dis-
rupted trade.

Last week the federal govern-
ment also renewed the Crops 
Logistics Working Group’s man-
date. Its task is to bring innova-
tion to grain logistics, expand 
grain-shipping capacity and 
reduce costs from farm gate to 
export terminal, Anderson said.

While thanking Anderson, 
Phillips said he was struck with 
how well Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada staff and politi-
cians work with the agriculture 
industry.

“It’s really good that we have 
such a team spirit,” he said. 
“Like Team Canada (but) we’re 
like Team Agriculture here.”

Phillips also praised the gov-
ernment’s work to establish free 
trade agreements.

“I think the government has 
shown a lot of leadership in that 
regard and we appreciate it very 
much.”

allan@fbcpublishing.com

Grain Growers funded to promote grain sales
Cigi says customers like meeting the farmers who produce the crops
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David Anderson, parliamentary 
secretary to the minister of natural 
resources, accounted $208,000 in 
funding to assist Canada’s grain 
industry last week in Ottawa. 
photos: allan dawson

Grain Growers of Canada executive 
director Richard Phillips says some of 
the funding his organization is getting 
to promote grain exports will go to 
the Canadian International Grains 
Institute.

“... we’re like Team 
Agriculture here.”

RICHARD PHILLIPS
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WORLD NEWS
F A R M I N G  N E W S  F R O M  A B R O A D
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By Michael Taylor
JAKARTA / REUTERS / STAFF

Indonesia has drafted a food 
law to speed self-sufficiency 
efforts by creating a new 

“super body” that could lead to 
greater curbs on imports and 
exports of staples, hinder much-
needed overseas investment 
and eventually push up prices.

As Indonesia struggles to 
meet rising demand from an 
increasingly affluent popula-
tion of 240 million, it is now the 
world’s top importer of sugar, 
Asia’s largest buyer of wheat, 
and imports about two million 
tonnes of rice and corn each 
year.

A copy of the law seen by Reu-
ters, which is due to be signed 
off by the president by the end 
of 2012, shows that it covers 
areas such as food safety and 
the stocks, trade, purchase, 
prices, distribution and con-
sumption of unspecified staples.

“In the new law we stress food 
sovereignty and autonomy,” 
said Achmad Suryana, head of 
the Food Security Agency at the 
country’s Agriculture Ministry, 
adding that it gave priority to 
securing adequate food supplies 
from domestic sources.

“So,  food import  would 
be secondary or even the last 
resort,” he said.

Consolidating many existing 
curbs on food items, such as 
import limits and tariffs to pro-
tect domestic farmers, the new 
law provides for the new body 
to be created within three years.

It will aim to help the govern-
ment achieve self-sufficiency in 
staple foods such as rice, soy-
beans, sugar, beef and corn.

The new law puts domestic 
output and demand and the 
control of imports and exports 
at the heart of its efforts, which 

will finalize the expanded role of 
state procurement agency Bulog 
into the “super body.”

Global agribusinesses called 
for greater clarity on the details 
of the new food body, since its 
objectives can be interpreted in 
different ways and are opaque.

Greater restrictions feared
Critics say the new law could 
lead to more limits and trading 
curbs on the free flow of farm 
commodities, hinder overseas 
firms looking to invest to supply 
growing demand in the archi-
pelago and ultimately, hurt the 
poorest consumers.

“It is a misguided pursuit of 
autarky in agriculture which 
misses vast opportunities for 
efficiency and competitiveness 
in the sector,” said independent 
analyst Kevin O’Rourke.

“I’ve read that the idea is to 
incorporate two, three or maybe 
four bodies into this new super 
body,” he added. “Everything 
depends on how the president 
interprets the law and guides 
the new food agency.”

The law could also hinder 
food-processing industries, 
which have been promoted 
in Indonesia in recent years, 
he added, as they scramble 
for access to the cheapest raw 
materials.

The new law also prohib-
its “hoarding or storing staple 
food,” a clause that may create 
greater risk and uncertainty for 
commodity traders who stock-
pile, traders and analysts said.

A g r i c u l t u re  c o n t r i b u t e s 
around 15 per cent to the GDP 
of Indonesia, Southeast Asia’s 
largest economy, employing 
about 42 million people of a 
growing population of roughly 
240 million.

As wealth levels rise and 
consumer tastes change and 

grow, Indonesia has attempted 
to vary its food basket beyond 
rice,  while expanding and 
boosting yields in its homeg-
rown commodities with limited 
success.

The law is one of a series of 
policy announcements this 
year, such as that on mining, 
which analysts say are linked to 
increasing economic national-
ism ahead of Indonesia’s presi-
dential elections in 2014.

“The new food law provides 
vast scope for state involvement 
throughout the agricultural sec-
tor,” said O’Rourke. “It aims to 
ensure adequate supplies of 
affordable food, but by pursu-
ing this through autarky, it risks 
accomplishing the opposite. You 
can have autarky or affordabil-
ity, but you can’t have both.”

Bulog to grow
After the worst U.S. drought in 
56 years drove global prices of 
soybean and corn to all-time 
highs this year, Indonesia said 
it would extend the role of Bulog 
beyond rice to build bigger 
stockpiles of beef, corn, sugar 
and soybean.

Bulog’s current role is to 
maintain rice supplies and 
stocks of between 1.5 million 
and two million tonnes, but its 
wider remit could see it protect 
domestic farmers by setting 
minimum prices, while con-
sumers would benefit from a 
maximum price ceiling.

The gover nment,  which 
is considering a wheat flour 
import tariff to protect domestic 
mills, also had its food policies 
criticized last month in a report 
by the OECD grouping of the 
world’s top economies.

Just under 19 per cent of 
the $780 million in Canadian 
exports to Indonesia in 2011 
were cereals. 

Indonesia passes 
new law aimed at 
food self-sufficiency
Critics fear investment may be hit; consumers to pay higher prices

Indonesian workers stitch sacks of flour at the Bogasari flour mill in Jakarta. The Indonesian government is considering 
a wheat flour import tariff to protect domestic mills. PHOTO: REUTERS/BEAWIHARTA BEAWIHARTA

By Gus Trompiz
GENEVA / REUTERS 

U.S. corn prices could 
rise to a record $9 a 
bushel in the next 

six months as global grain 
markets continue to feel the 
effects of severe weather dis-
ruptions, says Chicago-based 
consultancy AgResource Co.

The worst drought in half a 
century in the U.S., the world’s 
biggest corn grower and 
exporter, triggered a price rally 
that saw U.S. corn futures set 
a record at $8.49 a bushel in 
August, before falling back into 
the $7 to $7.50 range.

Tight global corn supply will 
be exacerbated by import needs 
in the European Union, which 
also suffered drought losses in 
its 2012 harvest, and this will 
help drive U.S. futures to the $9 
landmark by May, said AgRe-
source president Dan Basse.

And further weather woes 
could propel grain markets even 
higher, he said.

“We’re living on the edge in 
terms of grain supply,” he said. 
“We better have good weather 
next year. If we don’t have good 
weather, we don’t know how 
high is high.”

The continuing effects of the 
U.S. drought are already ham-
pering emerging wheat plants, 
which recently set a new low for 
wheat crop ratings for this time 
of year, while heavy rainfall is 
delaying wheat sowing in major 
European producers France and 
the U.K.

Limited options 
Corn import demand in the 
EU is expected to be between 
10 million and 12 million 
tonnes in 2012-13, Basse said.

This would be as much 
as twice last season’s EU corn 
imports and the second-larg-
est volume on record after the 
14 million tonnes imported in 
2007-08, when weather-affected 
harvests across the world sent 
prices soaring and sparked food 
riots in some poor countries.

However, in a world corn 
market showing the lowest 
stocks-to-use ratio in nearly 40 
years, the EU may struggle to 
secure all the corn imports it 
needs from favoured suppliers 
Ukraine and Brazil, Basse said.

This could prompt the EU 
to import some American sor-
ghum as an alternative livestock 
feed, he added.

Weather damage this year 
has also tightened supply in the 
world wheat market, providing 
little relief to tensions in corn.

“We think this is the year of 
corn, but wheat isn’t far behind,” 
Basse said.

Recent weather problems in 
Argentina and Australia have 
underlined limited supply 
among major exporters after 
poor crops in Black Sea produc-
ers like Russia and Ukraine.

The market is facing the 
prospect that some 30 million 
tonnes of wheat shipped by 
Black Sea and Southern Hemi-
sphere exporters in the second 
half of last season may not be 
available from these sources in 
the latter half of 2012-13, Basse 
said.

The U.S. will cover some of 
this shortfall as the only major 
exporter with relatively com-
fortable stocks, but with the 
EU exporting at a fast pace in 
relation to its low stocks, the 
wheat market will have to ration 
demand, he said.

AgResource expects U.S. 
export prices will rise to a peak 
between $400 and $430 a tonne 
— versus the current $345 — by 
March for free-on-board rates in 
the U.S. Gulf to reflect demand 
for U.S. supply.

Despite high prices and 
limited supply, global grain 
demand remained strong, 
driven by Chinese-led growth 
in Asia.

“What we have is a supply-
driven bull market with demand 
rationing occurring at the 
fringes,” Basse said. “We don’t 
see any evidence today that 
China is slowing down on its 
food consumption.”

You ain’t seen nothing 
yet — analyst predicts 
$9 corn is on its way
AgResource says stocks are perilously tight 
and if more weather woes hit, 
“we don’t know how high is high”

BRIEFS

Move over Ted Turner
John Malone, founder and chairman of Liberty Media, is 
now the largest private landowner in the U.S., The Land 
Report magazine says. 

The magazine states Malone owns 2.2 million acres, which 
puts him just ahead of Ted Turner with two million acres. 

Malone moved into the No. 1 spot with his purchase of 
one million acres of New England timber. 

Prior to that purchase, he jumped into the land-buying 
headlines with his purchase of the famous Bell Ranch, a 
290,100-acre operation in New Mexico dating to the 1824 
Montoya Land Grant.

However, Turner is still No. 1 when it comes to the size of 
his bison herd, numbering 50,000. 
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By Alister Doyle
OSLO / REUTERS

The Indian monsoon is 
likely to fail more often in 
the next 200 years threat-

ening food supplies, unless 
governments agree how to 
limit climate change, a study 
released Nov. 6 says.

The monsoon rains could 
collapse about every fifth 
year between 2150 and 2200 
with continued global warm-
ing, blamed mainly on human 
burning of fossil fuels, and 
related shifts in tropical air-
flows, it said.

“Monsoon failure becomes 
m u c h  m o re  f re q u e n t”  a s 
temperatures r ise,  Anders 
Levermann, a professor of 
dynamics of the climate sys-
tem and one of the authors 
at the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research, told 
Reuters.

India’s monsoon, which lasts 
from June to September, is vital 
for India’s 1.2 billion people to 
grow crops such as rice, wheat 
and corn. India last faced a 
severe widespread drought 
in 2009 and had to import 
sugar, pushing global prices to 
30-year highs.

The researchers defined 
monsoon “failure” as a fall in 
rainfall of between 40 and 70 
per cent below normal levels. 
Such a drastic decline has not 
happened any year in records 
dating back to 1870 by the 
India Meteorological Depart-
ment, they said.

Catastrophe
“In the past century the Indian 
monsoon has been very sta-
ble. It is already a catastrophe 
with 10 per cent less rain than 
the average,” Levermann told 
Reuters.

T h e  s t u d y,  i n  t h e  j o u r-
nal Environmental Research 
Letters, projected a temper-
ature rise of 4.6 C over pre-
industrial times by 2200. UN 
scenarios indicate a gain of 
between 1.1 C and 6.4 C by 
2100.

Assuming a 4.6 C rise by 
2200,  about 10 monsoons 
would fail in the 50 years to 
2200 with daily rainfall of only 
about three mm (0.11 inch), 
about half of the normal six to 
seven mm (0.24 to 0.28 inch), 
the study indicated.

Almost 200 nations have 
p ro m i s e d  t o  l i m i t  g l o b a l 
warming to below 2.0 C (3.6 F) 
above pre-industrial times to 
avoid dangerous changes such 
as more droughts, floods and 
rising sea levels.

But world emissions are ris-
ing and the 2° ceiling is getting 
harder to achieve. Environ-
ment ministers from around 
the world will meet in Qatar 
from Nov. 26-Dec. 7 as part 
of talks meant to end by 2015 
with a global deal to combat 
climate change.

Higher temperatures will 
mean that more water evapo-
rates from the oceans, increas-
ing rains in many areas.

But the study said that the 
shifts would disrupt airflows 
known as the Pacific Walker 
circulation,  which usually 
helps to drive the Indian mon-
soon by bringing high pressure 

to the western Indian Ocean, 
the study said.

In years with an El Niño 
weather phenomenon, which 
warms waters in the eastern 
Pacific, the Walker pattern gets 
shifted eastwards, bringing high 
pressure over India. That pat-
tern suppresses the monsoon.

“As temperatures increase in 
the future, the Walker circula-
tion, on average, brings more 
high pressure over India, even 
though the occurrence of El 
Niño doesn’t increase,” a state-
ment about the findings said.

The study contrasts with a 
2007 report in which the UN 
panel of climate scientists said 
that most models predicted 
more variability in the amounts 
of rainfall in the Asian mon-
soon this century, along with 
a trend towards more rain on 
average. 

Indian monsoons may fail more 
often due to climate change
Monsoon rains are vital for food crops for India’s 1.2 billion people

A man holds an umbrella whilst cycling as it rains in New Delhi. Monsoon rains could become less reliable due to 
climate change.  PHOTO: REUTERS/ADNAN ABIDI
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COUNTRY CROSSROADS
C O N N E C T I N G  R U R A L  F A M I L I E S

By Lorraine Stevenson
CO-OPERATOR STAFF / WINNIPEG

When Leona Dargis and her four 
sisters chose to continue to 
farm after their parents’ death 

five years ago, they knew they were 
breaking with convention. 

The girls, then ranging in age from 
15 to 22, were orphaned when a small 
plane piloted by their father Jean and 
carrying their mother Joanne crashed 
Aug. 12, 2007.

Although some doubted the five 
young women could manage the fam-
ily’s 4,000-acre mixed grain and cattle 
farm, they received overwhelming sup-
port from their community, Dargis told 
last week’s Manitoba Farm Women’s 
Conference.

Five years, two high school gradu-
ations and one college graduation, 
and two weddings later, the girls are 
still supporting each other. Lynn, 
the second eldest,  now runs the 
farm while Leona, 27 and the eldest, 
is on a public speaking tour, having 
earned a Nuffield Canada scholar-
ship and served as a member of the 
Royal Agricultural Societies of the 
Commonwealth. 

Her travels have given her a new 
appreciation for the huge role women 
play in agriculture, she said. Coming 
back to Canada, she noticed a farming 
revival in this country, she added.

“Not only do we now have the farm 
kids and the people who grew up 
with agricultural roots and have a 
passion for it coming in, but we also 
have an interesting dynamic of city 
people coming into the ag sector,” 
she said. 

“It’s brilliant. It’s exciting. And it’s so 
encouraging.”

Her talk was a nice fit with the theme 

of the 2012 conference: the New Face of 
Rural Life.

We really are starting to see many 
new faces in agriculture now, said con-
ference chair and Glenboro farmer 
Abby Wytinck.

They belong not just to farmers’ 
grown children who are now coming 
back to farm, but to city-raised women 
marrying farm boys and bringing new 
perspectives to rural life, she said. 
They also belong to a growing number 
of new farm entrants, too. 

“Rural life is changing so much,” she 
said.

Technology plays a key role
That view was echoed by Faye Fossay, 
owner of F3 Designs, a web-design 
company she started in 2006.

Although she helps out her hus-
band when needed, her days at their 
Woodlands-area farm are mostly spent 
in front of a computer.

“I’m not actively farming although 
I live on the farm — I’m not your typ-
ical farm wife,” Fossay said during 
a panel discussion on home-based 
businesses.

Audience members later stood to 
assure her that she is, indeed, typical 
of many women on the farm today. 

Other speakers described how 
embracing the local food movement 
has enabled them to create businesses 
selling farm-raised product, either 
from on-farm stores or at farmers’ 
markets. 

Morden’s Karen Friesen has grown 
fruits and vegetables and canned 
p ro d u c t  t o  s e l l  a t  t h e  Mo rd e n 
Farmers’  Market  for  f ive  years. 
Heather Kurbis has been selling 
free-run eggs, naturally raised meats 
and vegetables since 2007 off their 
Beausejour-area farm.   

Another conference speaker was 
Lisa Clouston, a part-time social 
worker, who farms with husband Greg 
Wood. She spoke of how they and their 
three teenaged children have incor-
porated holistic management prac-
tices on their fourth-generation fam-
ily farm, and now raise grass-fed beef 
along with rare and heritage breeds. 
They sell directly from the farm and 
also operate a meat shop in nearby 
Cypress River. 

“It has really changed our lives,” she 
said. “I could talk for a whole weekend 
about it.”

Clouston said she’s also buoyed by 
the growing interest she’s seeing in 
farming among younger people and 

she’s glad to see the growing diversity 
in the farm community.

“It’s fantastic what’s happening in 
agriculture right now,” she said. “We 
need everybody.”

About 130 participants attended this 
year’s conference, the 26th annual.

Attending the conference now also 
earns up to 6.5 management train-
ing credits through the Bridging 
Generations Initiative. That’s also help-
ing to attract new faces to the event.

“I’m seeing that there’s a lot more 
younger women that are here,” said 
Heather Brown, a Portage la Prairie-
area farmer and a conference founder.

lorraine@fbcpublishing.com

CONFERENCE 
speakers proof of 
the changing face 
of modern agriculture

Manitoba Farm Women’s Conference showcases 
how factors such as the local food movement, 
new entrants, and women’s changing roles are 
bringing a new excitement to farming

Leona Dargis of St. Vincent, Alberta spoke 
at the Manitoba Farm Women’s Conference 
November 20 about her studies and travels 

as a Nuffield Canada scholar. She also 
talked about how her four sisters took over 

the family farm after their parents’ tragic 
death in 2007.  PHOTOS: LORRAINE STEVENSON

Morden farmer Karen Friesen (r), Faye Fossay of Woodlands, and Heather Kurbis of 
Beausejour spoke at the women’s conference about the home-based businesses they operate.
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RecipeSwap
Send your recipes or recipe request to:

Manitoba Co-operator 
Recipe Swap 
Box 1794,
Carman, Man.  ROG OJO

or email: lorraine@fbcpublishing.com

Soybeans have become a success story for agri-
culture in Manitoba. That sea of soy this past 
summer was a record-breaking 857,000 acres.

Yet familiar as we’ve become with growing it, it’s 
a relative rarity in our diet. We may drink soy bever-
ages more often, or sprinkle a little soy sauce on our 
stir-fries, or consume soy in margarines and proc-
essed foods. But many of us seldom eat soy in other 
ways.

That’s too bad considering research keeps tell-
ing us how good the soybean is for us. Soybeans 
contain a high-quality protein free of cholesterol 
and full of nutrients. Studies have also shown soy 
can have impressive health benefits. A recent study 
by University of Guelph researchers showed that 
soy protein can reduce LDL or “bad” cholesterol in 
adults with Type 2 diabetes trying to manage their 

disease by controlling their diet, rather than with medication. There’s a very interesting study 
into soy’s health effects underway right now in Manitoba. It’s being led by Heather Blewett, 
an Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada human nutrition research scientist at the Asper Clinical 
Research Institute in Winnipeg. Working out of the Canadian Centre for Agri-Food Research in 
Health and Medicine, she’s conducting human clinical trials to learn more about how consum-
ing whole soy may help lower blood cholesterol.

Her 81 recruited volunteers — all persons with a slightly elevated level of cholesterol — have 
been paying regular visits to the institute where they’ve picked up specially prepared muffins 
containing either whole soy flour or whole wheat flour (for a control group). They’ve then been 
eating two per day for six weeks, with their blood cholesterol levels tested at the beginning, 
and at week three and week six of their participation.

What Blewett is investigating is whether daily consumption of the baked goods’ key ingredi-
ent can lower serum LDL (bad) cholesterol and how the effect depends on dose.

If this study shows this cholesterol-lowering effect, that not only further demonstrates soy’s 
healthy benefits, it will build evidence to support a health claim for soy down the road. Canada 
currently does not have an approved health claim for soy, but other countries, including the 
U.S., Japan and Brazil do.

Blewett said these trials will tell us more about how whole soy — not just its component 
parts — positively impact human health and it’s also a way of introducing new ways to eat soy 
so we can fit it into our current diets.

She told me she’s asked volunteers if they eat soy regularly and invariably most say no. But 
they also tell her they’d far rather be eating a food, than taking medicine, to reduce their ele-
vated cholesterol levels.

Results of this study will also help establish guidelines for promoting soy consumption to 
Canadians.

The Winnipeg research is part of a larger study. Similar trials are underway in Toronto and 
Guelph with an additional 81 muffin-eating volunteers participating at each of these sites.

The study should be complete by March 2013. It’s funded by the Growing Forward program.

COUNTRY CROSSROADS

Facts on SOY
•  Soy is the only complete plant protein that is equal to animal protein. Soy foods contain 

all the essential amino acids we need for human growth and health and they are easy for 
the body to digest.

•  Soy foods are cholesterol free and low in saturated fat. They also have many nutritional 
benefits that contribute to a heart-healthy diet, including their high content of polyun-
saturated fats, dietary fibre, vitamins and minerals. 

• Isoflavones are plant hormones in soy that can mimic human estrogen in various parts 
of the body. The health benefit includes reducing the risk of coronary heart disease, oste-
oporosis and relieving menstrual symtoms. A recent study at the University of Guelph, 
investigating the effects of consuming soy protein concluded that regardless of isoflavone 
content, it had no significant effects on sperm concentration, count, motility or mor-
phology in healthy young men.  

Source:  The Soyfoods Association of North America, Soy 20/20 and the University of Guelph

Ways to eat SOY

TOFU — a cholesterol-free, low-sodium, dairy-free 
source of high-quality protein. One hundred and fifty 
g or 175 ml (3/4 cup) of tofu is listed as a serving in the 
“Meat and Alternatives” section of Canada’s Food Guide.

SOY BEVERAGES — a lactose-free beverage available 
in a wide variety of flavours that’s probably the easiest 
soy products to add to your diet. One cup of fortified 
soy beverage is listed as a serving in the “Milk and 
Alternatives” section of Canada’s Food Guide. 

EDAMAME  —  or “beans on a branch,” which are green 
soybeans that can be shelled before or after cooking. 
They’re prepared by steaming. 

SOY-BASED NON-DAIRY PRODUCTS — such as soy 
cheddar-flavoured slices, and soy-based yogurts, and 
Parmesan-style products.

MEAT ALTERNATIVES —including ground meat-style 
crumbles, veggie dogs and burgers, deli slices and fla-
voured chunks for stir-fries.

TEXTURED SOY PROTEIN — often called texturized veg-
etable protein, this is 50 to 70 per cent protein made 
from defatted soy flour compressed and processed 
into granules or chunks. It is sold as a dried product. 
When rehydrated with boiling water, ground TSP has 
a texture similar to ground meat. Ground TSP can be 
used to replace all the meat in spicy dishes such as 
chili or tacos, or use it to extend the protein content in 
meat loaves or burgers.

SOY FLOUR — made from roasted soybeans that have 
been ground into a fine powder. Soy flour can be used 
in small quantities in almost every baked product. 
However, because soy flour is gluten free, it cannot 
entirely replace wheat flour. In bread recipes, try replac-
ing 15 per cent of the wheat flour with soy flour. Soy 
flour can also be used to thicken sauces and gravies.

MISO — is a smooth, salty paste made of ground soy-
beans. Used extensively in Japanese cooking, it can 
take the place of salt and soy sauce in a recipe.

TEMPEH — is a traditional Indonesian food. It is a 
fermented chunky and tender soybean cake with a 
firm texture and a distinctive mushroom-like flavour. 
Tempeh can be marinated and grilled, or crumbled 
and added to soups, casseroles or chili.

SOYBEAN OIL — the world’s leading source of edible 
oil. Soy oil is low in saturated fat, rich in essential fatty 
acids, an excellent source of vitamin E, and like all 
plant fats, contains no cholesterol.

SOYA SAUCE — made from fermented, salted soybeans. 

WHOLE ROASTED SOYBEANS — a snack food some-
times referred to as soy nuts (although soybeans are 
actually legumes). A 1/4 cup serving of roasted soy 
nuts contains 15 g of soy protein.

SOY BUTTER — is made from roasted soybeans. It is 
similar to peanut butter, without the associated nut 
allergy concerns.

WHOLE DRY SOYBEANS — are prepared and used in 
ways similar to other dried beans and peas. Soybeans 
must be soaked and cooked or roasted before being 
used in recipes. Dry soybeans can be purchased at 
bulk food stores, health food stores and some super-
markets. Cooked soybeans can be stored in their cook-
ing water in airtight containers in the refrigerator for 
up to three weeks, and then rinsed in a colander under 
running cold water before using in recipes. 

Scalloped Rosemary Potatoes
2 tbsp. non-hydrogenated margarine
2 tbsp. flour
3 baking potatoes (approx. 3 lbs.), peeled and sliced into 1/4-inch slices
2 onions, sliced and divided into 3 equal portions
1 tbsp. fresh rosemary, divided into 3 equal portions
6 cloves garlic, minced
1-1/2 tsp. salt and freshly ground pepper
3 c. So Good Original Fortified Soy Beverage

Preheat oven to 400 F. Line an 8x8-inch square baking dish with parchment paper. This will 
help prevent that awful mess that you usually have to clean up after the potatoes are cooked. 
Prepare all your ingredients. This is a layered recipe and you need everything cut, measured 
and ready to go. When everything is ready begin with a layer of potatoes. Use only one of 
the thinly sliced potatoes per layer. On top of that, lay out half of the onions. Sprinkle with 
one tablespoon of flour. Dot one tablespoon of the margarine on top of that. Sprinkle with 
one-third of the rosemary, three of the minced garlic cloves, one-third of the salt, and some 
freshly ground pepper. Repeat steps 3-6. Layer with the last of the potato. Sprinkle with the 
last of the rosemary and salt. Add some freshly ground pepper. Pour So Good Original over 
the whole thing. Bake for 1 hr. and 20 min. Let sit for 10 minutes before serving. Serves 6.

Source: www.soyforlife.ca

If you’re a soybean grower who wants to cook up a 
few of the soybeans you’ve grown, all are edible, but 
as SoyforLife (www.soyforlife.com) points out, the 
varieties with a white hilum are traditionally known 
as the “food quality” beans. You can find recipes for 
soybeans on the same website. To learn more about 
soy log on to: www.soyforlife.ca.
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W e need to get away,” said Andrew 
Jackson leaning back in his chair and 
tossing his section of the newspaper 

onto the table so emphatically that his wife Rose 
had to put out her hand to stop it from sliding off 
the edge and onto the floor. Rose looked at the 
paper for a moment before she responded.

“The news is that bad huh?” she said. “Maybe 
we should just stop getting the paper. That’d be a 
lot cheaper than a getaway.”

“It’s not the news,” said Andrew. “It’s just… life. 
It’s only November and it hasn’t really been cold 
and we’ve only had snow for about two weeks 
and I’m already sick of winter. Some people 
develop lactose intolerance, I seem to have devel-
oped winter intolerance. Maybe I’ll take Jennifer 
up on her offer to look after the farm so I can run 
away to Mexico for three or four months.”

“We must be getting old, you and I,” said Rose. 
“We had this same conversation last week and 
here we are having it again.”

“We are getting old,” said Andrew, “which is 
why you should run away to Mexico with me. I 
guarantee you we wouldn’t have this conversation 
in Mexico. If we stay here we’ll probably have it 
again next week.”

“If you have this conversation again next week 
you’ll have to have it by yourself,” said Rose.

“Fine,” said Andrew. “I will. At least when I talk 
to myself I know somebody’s listening.”

“I’m listening,” said Rose. “I’m just losing inter-
est.” She picked up the newspaper and studied it 
for a moment. “On the other hand,” she said, “we 
could change the topic just a tad and talk about 
something we might actually do sometime rather 
than rambling on about impossible fantasies.”

Andrew looked suddenly suspicious. “Oh 
really?” he said. “What did you see in there that I 
missed?” he asked, gesturing toward the paper.

Rose grinned. “Cheap flights to Las Vegas,” she 
said.

“Now how did I miss that?” said Andrew. “Oh 
wait. It’s probably because I’ve never been inter-
ested in going to Las Vegas.

“You missed it because you were too busy look-
ing for bad news,” said Rose. She got up from her 
chair and walked around the table to sit down in 

the chair next to Andrew. “Let me paint you a pic-
ture,” she said leaning up against him and putting 
her head on his shoulder.

“Go ahead and paint,” said Andrew. “I’m 
watching.”

“OK,” said Rose, “here goes. The sun is shin-
ing. It’s 27° outside… no, wait, it’s 80° outside 
because we’re in the United States. We are lounging 
by a huge outdoor pool, all by ourselves because 
Americans don’t swim outdoors unless it’s at least 
90°. It’s two in the afternoon and we just had break-
fast (complimentary I might add) after a long 
night’s sleep and even though it’s two in the after-
noon we’re already enjoying a cold Budweiser. And 
do you know what we did last night?”

“I can imagine.” Although Rose couldn’t see his 
face she could hear the smile in Andrew’s voice.

“Not that,” said Rose. “I mean we did that of 
course, but that’s not what I’m talking about. 

I’m talking about what we did before we did 
that.”

“Um, OK, I have no idea,” said Andrew. “What 
did we do?”

“We went to the Donnie and Marie Osmond 
show,” said Rose, “and guess what we’re going to 
do later tonight?”

“Really?” said Andrew. “We’re going to do that 
again?”

“Yes, but before that,” said Rose. “Do you know 
what we’re going to do?”

“No,” said Andrew. “I don’t.”
“We’re going to go see Kenny Rogers,” said Rose. 

“And do you know why we are going to see Kenny 
Rogers tonight after seeing Donnie and Marie the 
night before?”

“Because Kenny Rogers is awesome?” said 
Andrew hopefully.

“No,” said Rose. “We’re going to do it because 
what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas, so no one 
else will ever know.”

She paused to let the picture sink in. Andrew 
was silent for a long moment.

“Kenny Rogers is awesome though,” he said 
finally.

“Of course he is darling,” said Rose, “but that 
doesn’t mean everybody has to know we went to 
see him.”

There was another pause.
“There’s only one problem with your picture,” 

said Andrew.
“Really?” said Rose. “Is it serious?”
“Pretty serious.”
“What?” said Rose.
“Budweiser,” said Andrew. “I don’t think I can 

drink Budweiser.”
“But it’s 80°,” said Rose hopefully.
“Maybe if it was 100,” said Andrew.
Rose pondered that for a minute.
“I have a solution,” she said eventually. “We’ll 

drink Corona.”
“I can drink Corona,” said Andrew. “If it’s 80° out.”
Rose tilted her head to look up at him. 

“Really?” she said.
Andrew leaned down and planted a kiss on her 

forehead.
“Las Vegas, here we come,” he said.

Jacksons
The

B Y  R O L L I N  P E N N E RB Y  R O L L I N  P E N N E R

Addressing an unusual situation 
can be a fun prospect when plan-
ning your decorating projects. A 

unique space may seem daunting at first 
but by its very nature, can open up many 
design possibilities.

One such dilemma is how to decorate a 
partial wall. Partial walls are common in 
open-concept homes or can even be the 
result of a renovation. Whatever the root 
of the cause, the partial wall can seem 
somewhat of a conundrum depending 
upon its location, dimensions and rela-
tion to the rest of the room.

The feature photograph addresses this 
very problem. The partial wall at the bot-
tom of the stairway was no doubt a solid 
wall at some point. A solid wall at the 
bottom of the stairs would, no doubt, 
have resulted in a dark, confined land-
ing to the staircase. As well, the stairwell 
would have been somewhat disjointed 
from the rest of the home because of this 
separation.

Most people would consider removing 
the wall altogether to open up the space, 
however, then one has to deal with patch-
ing floors and ceilings. Even considering 

turning the wall into a half-wall would 
still require ceiling work. So what could 
you do in this case?

The photograph shows how creating 
a large opening in the centre of the wall 
allows light to flow through the wall and 
provides visual lightness and flow. This 
idea provides a great solution because 
not only does it open up the space, it 
allows the lovely crown moulding and 
baseboards at the top and bottom of the 
wall to be retained.

Once the wall is opened up, painting 
it in a feature colour provides a focus to 
the space. The large vase of flowers is dra-
matic, though not necessarily functional 
if you have pets or kids, as it could easily 
be toppled. So, another idea is to install 
a glass panel, whether textured, clear or 
sandblasted glass, which would provide 
a lovely detail while making the space 
more user friendly. You could also forgo 
the glass and simply hang a painting, 
stained glass panel or other decorative 
item inside the wall opening. If you need 
a place to display a small art collection, 
install large shelves inside the opening to 
show it off. If the opening is near a natu-
ral light source, you could install glass 
shelves to display plants. You may even 
be able to have a custom, vertical fish 
tank made to fit. Some hanging pendant 
lights at varying heights or a slim, long 
chandelier are other ideas.

A partial wall may very well house 
electrical or plumbing so be cognizant 
of this before you take a sledge hammer 
to it. If this is a factor, you may be able to 
work around it by opening up a smaller 
section of the wall, like a window open-
ing. This idea will allow wall space for a 
small desk or table beneath the opening, 
which can come in handy in an entry-
way situation. 

If a wall can’t be opened, the area could 
be lightened up by installing a large mir-
ror on both sides of the wall. You could 
still paint a rich colour on the wall behind 
the large mirrors as an accent colour.

Partial walls are a great place for unique 
finishes like brick, stone, textured paint 
or wood. Because the project covers a 
small space, you may be able to splurge 
on something like marble or granite tiles. 
You could even consider something really 
unusual like covering it in a faux suede 
or leather fabric or even textured metal 
sheeting. Because it’s a small project, you 
can change it frequently when using non-
permanent finishes like wallpaper, paint 
or fabric.

Something that is currently an obstacle 
could end up being a real asset to your 
home. Think about the possibilities for 
your partial wall dilemma then take the 
plunge.

Connie Oliver is an interior designer from Winnipeg

What to do with a partial wall
Think of it as a design possibility rather than a problem

A partial wall could be opened up to
become a feature wall. PHOTO: COURTESY DULUX AUSTRALIA

Connie Oliver
Around the House
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Don’t forget to keep the feeders filled this winter.  PHOTO: JOAN AIREY PHOTO: CINDY MURRAY

Readers’ Photos

By Albert Parsons
FREElANCE CONTRIbUTOR

In late October, I enjoyed the 
unique beauty of a weeping ama-
ryllis. As the accompanying photo 

attests, the blooms appeared to hang 
on pendulous stems that hung down 
from the pot. It was quite unusual, 
but very attractive; I called it my 
weeping amaryllis.

Of course, there really is no such 
thing as a cascading amaryllis and 
this whole thing happened by acci-
dent, as so many gardening things 
seem to do in my garden! I have sev-
eral amaryllis, which spend the sum-
mer planted in a row in the vegetable 
garden where they enjoy the sun, the 
space, and the water and rich soil. 
They put forth lots of vigorous growth 

during the growing season and still 
have lots of foliage when I dig them 
before frost arrives in the fall.

After I dig the plants I simply 
throw them onto an old blanket 
under a table in the sunroom where 
I expect the foliage to dry off and the 
bulbs to cure so that I can store them 
away in a cool, dark place for a cou-
ple of month’s rest. During this time, 
I am busy getting the garden put to 
bed for the winter and pretty much 
ignore them.

About the middle of October my 
wife asked, “Do you know that you 
have an amaryllis in bloom?” Well, 
of course I didn’t. Sure enough, one 
of the bulbs had put forth a flower 
stem and there were two red buds 
ready to burst open. Because the 
bulbs had simply been thrown down 

in a heap, the stems were not able 
to grow straight out from the top of 
the bulb — they grew toward one 
side and actually were curled down 
toward the bulb.

I quickly potted up the bulb 
and took it into the house so that 
we could enjoy the blooms. The 
stems never did right themselves, 
so the buds opened and the flow-
ers bloomed with the stems curved 
downward over the edge of the pot. 
It really did look like a weeping 
amaryllis. After the flowers go past 
I will cut off the pendulous flower 
stalks and the new growth will surely 
grow upright — the end to my novel 
“weeping” amaryllis! 

Albert Parsons writes from Minnedosa, 
Manitoba

Weeping amaryllis?
OK, there’s no such plant, but it sure looked like that

Let’s tRy to waste less food
By Julie Garden-Robinson
NDSU ExTENSION SERvICE

Have you thrown out any 
food recently? Did you 
find less-than-appetiz-

ing food hiding in your refrig-
erator? Was it in an opaque 
container that may have star-
tled you when you opened it 
to view the contents? Have you 
happened upon food well past 
its “use by” date in your cup-
board or refrigerator?

I f  y o u  d i s c a rd e d  f o o d 
for any reason, you aren’t 
alone, according to a report 
published by the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 
About 40 per cent of food in 
the U.S. is tossed out annually, 
with a price tag of $165 billion 
a year. The losses can occur 
during farming, processing, 
distribution, retail and food 
service, and in households.

Scientists estimate that cut-

ting these losses by just 15 per 
cent could feed 25 million peo-
ple annually.

Like many people our age, 
my husband and I grew up in 
families headed by parents who 
were young children during the 
1920s and ’30s when economic 
times were tough. Because 
money was especially tight 
during their formative years, 
our parents and their parents 
avoided wasting food. The tra-
dition was passed on to us.

While growing up, we reg-
ularly had leftovers for lunch 
or made use of them in other 
meals. Leftover boiled pota-
toes might become hash 
browns the next day. Leftover 
roast became soup or stew. We 
enjoyed tasty, abundant meals.

We, in nutrition, often call 
the practice “cooking once and 
eating twice.” You can save time 
and money in the process.

Our frugal traditions con-

tinue. I eat leftover food nearly 
every day for lunch. I figure it 
saves me at least $120 a month 
because I’m not buying my 
lunch. That adds up to more 
than $1,400 a year.

Making use of your leftovers 
is good on several levels. On a 
larger scale, wasting less food 
throughout our food system is 
good for our environment. It 
can decrease methane emis-
sions in landfills.

The Natural  Resources 
Defense Council provided some 
excellent tips, which I have sup-
plemented a bit with some of 
the available resources from the 
NDSU Extension Service.
•  Shop wisely.  Plan your 

meals and use a shopping 
list. For recipe and meal 
ideas, check out the online 
resources at http://www.
ndsu.edu/eatmsmart. Click 
on “For Parents/Caregivers” 
to see more grocery shop-

ping tips, shopping lists 
and economical recipes. 
Become a “Facebook friend” 
to get regular tips and video 
recipes.

•  Know what the dates on 
the packages mean. Certain 
foods, such as baby food, 
“expire” and shouldn’t be 
used past a particular date. 
“Best if used by” indicates 
qual i ty  not  necessar i ly 
safety, and you can use the 
food for a while beyond 
the date as long as it has 
been kept in the appropri-
ate storage conditions. A 
“sell-by” date is meant for 
the store, which shouldn’t 
sell the product past that 
date. However, you still can 
use the food at home. For 
more information about 
food storage,  including 
suggested storage times for 
a wide range of foods, see 
the “Food Storage Guide” at 

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/
pubs/yf/foods/fn579.pdf.

•  Don’t overlook imperfect pro-
duce. Just because vegetables 
aren’t photo ready doesn’t 
mean they are inedible. Be 
willing to purchase and use 
fruits and vegetables with 
variations in size, shape or 
colour. Dark bananas make 
good banana bread!

•  Freeze unused ingredients 
or leftover food. Use mois-
ture-proof, tightly sealed 
containers. Find out how 
to freeze a wide variety of 
foods by checking out the 
“Food Freezing Guide” at 
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/
pubs/yf/foods/fn403.pdf.

Julie Garden-Robinson, PhD, R.D., 
L.R.D., is a North Dakota State 
University Extension Service food and 
nutrition specialist and professor in 
the department of health, nutrition 
and exercise sciences.

The flower stems were not able to grow straight and were 
curled down.  PHOTO: AlbERT PARSONS

We all know it’s wrong, so what can we do about it?
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SEE THE BIG PICTURE.
Gain a new perspective on your farm, family and future with this informative 
video series from Agvision, available at manitobacooperator.ca

AGCanadaTV is  
sponsored by

Don’t miss any of these informative videos – visit manitobacooperator.ca

Upcoming video topics include:

	How to Fix the Daughter-In-Law
  “Please fix our daughter-in-law!” According to Dr. John Fast this is a 

very common complaint in farm businesses and a most convenient 
person to blame when things are not going well.

	Farmers Without Wills
  An untimely death without a will jeopardizes the financial viability 

of your farm and could leave your family in an absolute mess.

	Who is the Boss?
  Family businesses face enormous complexity and this can result in 

role confusion and internal conflict. Who is the boss? Dad?  
The farm manager?

	Changing the Farming Business Model
  The number one reason Dad has trouble making the changes to the 

business model desired by the next generation is because of Dad’s 
fear the new generation will run the farm better than he did.

Dr. John Fast is a leading expert on farm family 
business in Canada. As the founder and director 
of the Centre For Family Business and with his 
background as a family counselor, educator, and 
entrepreneur, John is sought after for his ability 
to motivate and inspire audiences to make a 
difference.
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LIVESTOCK
H U S B A N D R Y  —  T H E  S C I E N C E ,  S K I L L  O R  A R T  O F  F A R M I N G

Mobile?
Take Manitoba Co-operator with you
on your smartphone! Download the  
free app at agreader.ca/mbc

U.S. pork 
supplies at
all-time high 
Hog price recovery 
months away

REUTERS  U.S. pork production 
in October hit a record high as 
the hog slaughter surged to an 
all-time high of 10.86 million 
head.

The latest USDA data shows 
more hogs passed through U.S. 
packing plants last month than 
ever before as farmers liqui-
dated their herds as the worst 
drought in half a century shriv-
elled fields, catapulting feed 
prices to historic highs. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture said pork produc-
tion in October rose nine per 
cent from the previous year to 
2.21 billion lbs. The October 
slaughter number was 10 per 
cent higher year on year and 
surpassed the previous record 
of 10.654 million in October 
2008. 

The rush to slaughter could 
benefit consumers in the near 
term as increased supplies 
weigh on pork prices, but costs 
are expected to go up by mid-
2013 as hog supplies tighten, 
analysts said. 

Hog numbers typically 
increase during autumn, par-
ticularly after unusually warm 
weather last spring improved 
sow breeding rates. 

And, packers last month 
had 23 weekdays and four 
Saturdays to process hogs, 
compared with 21 weekdays 
and five Saturdays last year 
in October, said USDA. The 
flood of hogs strained the bot-
tom line of producers who in 
September lost about $54 per 
head, according to the Iowa 
State University hog producer 
profit index. 

University of Missouri live-
stock economist Ron Plain 
forecast fourth-quarter 2012 
hog losses to average $32.50 
per head and about $24 for the 
first quarter of 2013. 

He expects producers to be 
about $0.70 in the hole in April 
with May being the first profit-
able month at $2. 

Chicago Board of Trade corn 
futures averaged $7.56 per 
bushel in October. Although 
they were down from the Aug. 
10 record high of $8.43-3/4, 
they were the third highest on 
record. Heated competition 
between livestock producers 
and ethanol manufacturers for 
corn, the major ingredient in 
cattle rations, is further fuel-
ling feed prices along with hay 
costs that doubled as drought 
withered fields and pastures.

“We not only saw a liquida-
tion of market hogs, but we 
also saw sow slaughter move 
about four to five per cent 
higher than last year during 
the month of October,” said 
Allendale chief strategist Rich 
Nelson. 

By Daniel Winters
CO-OPERATOR STAFF 

The perils of cross-border trade 
were front and centre for truckers 
and meat shippers a few weeks 

ago, when an inspection snafu on the 
American side forced hundreds of 
trucks on lengthy detours.

On Oct. 19, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) temporarily sus-
pended meat inspections at border 
entry points opposite Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan after a dispute erupted 
with the private company contracted to 
inspect meat coming into the country.

“You bet it was a mess,” said Terry 
Shaw, general manager of the Manitoba 
Trucking Association. The crossings at 
North Portal, Sask. and Emerson were 
affected for more than a week. 

“If they are going to employ outside 
contractors, and the contractors aren’t 
going to maintain compliance with 
USDA standards, then the USDA needs 
to make alternatives so as to not shut 
down cross-border commercial trade.”

Shaw said that one major meat 
packer was spending up to $20,000 
per day rerouting 40 to 50 shipments 
through Montana and Michigan, a 

detour that added up to 1,200 extra 
miles to each trip.

A press release from the CTA said that 
situation spiralled out of control after 
the company holding the inspection 
contract was sold. The buyer was then 
advised by USDA that it needed to apply 
for a licence extension or a new licence 
in order to continue providing meat 
inspections. 

“For whatever reason, this appears 
not to have happened,” the release 
stated.

“But rather than find an alterna-
tive solution — and despite the fact 
the company’s facilities, staff, inspec-
tors, remained the same as prior to 
the change in ownership — the USDA 
instead chose to penalize the company 
by prohibiting it from providing meat 
inspection service.”

Bob Dolyniuk, executive director of 

the Manitoba Trucking Association 
(MTA), who became aware of the situa-
tion after receiving calls from a number 
of carrier members, said the USDA did 
not engage another party to conduct 
the inspections during this period or 
make any other contingencies; it simply 
closed the inspections down with no 
apparent thought to the disruptive and 
costly impact this would have on trade.

“The USDA didn’t even inform the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Agency of what was going on. MTA had 
to do that,” he said in the news release.

“There was a complete communica-
tions vacuum,” echoed David Bradley, 
CEO of the CTA, adding that the move 
threw cross-border trade into “chaos.”

“From what we can tell USDA didn’t 
even alert the U.S. meat importers so 
that contingency plans could be imple-
mented.”

The CTA is asking Federal Minister 
of International Trade Ed Fast to speak 
with his counterpart in the United 
States about ensuring inspectors of 
Canadian meat product exports are 
always available at the Canada-U.S. 
border.

daniel.winters@fbcpublishing.com

Truckers slam USDA 
for border meat 
inspection “chaos”
A licensing dispute between private contractor and 
USDA sent meat shipments on costly detours

©STOCKEXCHANGE

“You bet it was a mess.”

TERRY SHAW
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www.hogandpoultrydays.ca

“One-stop shopping” for all your production and information needs
THE HOG AND POULTRY BUSINESS CONNECTION

December 5 & 6
Winnipeg Convention Centre

•  More than 150 exhibits featuring the latest 
in hog & poultry production techniques

•  Featuring the largest in North America 
Pork Quality Competition

•  Health & safety exhibits

•  Taste the finest in foods from Manitoba’s pork, 
chicken, turkey and egg producers 

Taste the Best!

•  A special Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives presentation on 
The Role of Premises Identification in Animal Health Emergencies

•  Educational sessions on New and Emerging Research

FREE ADMISSION • DOOR PRIZES

HP2012_8x10_MC.indd   1 20/11/12   4:18 PM

WSU release

Washington State Uni-
v e r s i t y  re s e a rc h -
ers have found an 

unlikely recipe for antibiotic-
resistant bacteria: Mix cow 
dung and soil, and add urine 
infused with metabolized 
antibiotic.  The urine will 
kill off normal E. coli in the 
dung-soil mixture. But anti-
biotic-resistant E. coli will 
survive in the soil to recolo-
nize in a cow’s gut through 
pasture, forage or bedding.

“I was surprised at how 
well this works, but it was 
not a surprise that it could be 
happening,” says Doug Call, 
a molecular epidemiologist 
in WSU’s Paul G. Allen School 
for Global Animal Health. 
Call led the research with an 
immunology and infectious 
disease PhD student, Muru-

gan Subbiah, now a post-
doctoral researcher at Texas 
A & M. Their study appears 
in a recent issue of the online 
journal PLOS ONE.

The scientists focused on 
the antibiotic ceftiofur, a 
cephalosporin believed to be 
helping drive the prolifera-
tion of resistance in bacteria 
like salmonella and E. coli. 
Ceftiofur has little impact on 
gut bacteria, says Call.

“Given that about 70 per 
cent of the drug is excreted 
in the urine, this was about 
the only pathway through 
which it could exert such a 
large effect on bacterial pop-
ulations that can reside in 
both the gut and the environ-
ment,” he says.

Until now, conventional 
thinking held that antibi-
otic resistance is developed 
inside the animal, Call says.

“If our work turns out to 
be broadly applicable,  i t 
means that  selection for 
resistance to important drugs 
like ceftiofur occurs mostly 
outside of the animals,” he 
says. “This in turn means 
that it may be possible to 
develop engineered solu-
tions to interrupt this proc-
ess. In doing so we would 
limit the likelihood that anti-

biotic-resistant bacteria will 
get back to the animals and 
thereby have a new approach 
to preserve the utility of 
these important drugs.”

One possible solution would 
be to find a way to isolate and 
dispose of residual antibiotic 
after it is excreted from an ani-

mal but before it interacts with 
soil bacteria.

T h e  W S U  e x p e r i m e n t s 
were performed in labs using 
materials from dairy calves. 
Researchers must now see if 
the same phenomenon takes 
place in actual food-animal 
production systems.

E. coli resistance develops in the soil
Antibiotic-resistant E. coli will survive in the soil to recolonize in a cow’s gut through pasture, forage or bedding

E. coli bacteria.  Photo: Wikimedia Commons

“I was surprised 
at how well this 
works, but it was 
not a surprise 
that it could be 
happening.”

DOUG CAll
WSU

By Shannon VanRaes
Co-oPeRatoR staFF

Dairy Farmers of Mani-
toba is looking at ways 
to assist producers in 

the face of an upcoming ban on 
winter manure spreading, which 
will also affect milk house waste.

Under the Save lake Winni-
peg Act, milk house wastewater 
is considered a manure product, 
and must be stored until spring. 
This regulation also rules out the 
use of sewage ejector systems on 
dairy farms.

“I know I can’t afford to build 
a pit, so this is going to put my 
operation in jeopardy,” said 
Andrew leyenhorst who farms 
near Portage la Prairie.

like many small dairy opera-
tions, leyenhorst’s farm uses a 
sewage ejection system for milk-
house waste. He has 35 dairy cows.

He said an exemption for small 
producers would be an ideal, but 
unlikely solution, given the ejector 
system is so prevalent on small 
operations.

Milk house waste can be stored 
with liquid manure until spring 
if a pit can accommodate the 
additional volume, but mole-
hill manure storage facilities are 
not generally designed for liquid 
waste.

Brent Achtemichuk, gen-
eral manager at Dairy Farmer of 
Manitoba, said the organization 
intends to discuss the issue with 
government.

“We are talking to the minister 
of conservation right now and just 
trying to understand the issue and 
see if there are any alternatives we 
can propose,” he said.

Once the ban takes effect next 
fall, farmers will be unable to 
apply livestock manure between 
November 10 of one year and 
April 10 of the following year.

shannon.vanraes@fbcpublishing.com

Milk house 
waste 
considered 
manure
Building a manure pit 
may be out of reach of 
small dairy farmers
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By Alexis Kienlen
STAFF | EDMONTON

Check your tanks for bull 
s e m e n ,  b e c a u s e  yo u 
might have the sample 

the Canadian Cattle Genome 
Project is trying to find.

R e s e a r c h e r s  w a n t  t o 
sequence the genotypes of 
inf luential  beef  bulls  and 
are looking for semen vials, 
semen straws, blood, tail hair 
and t issue to obtain DNA 
samples.

“For each of  the breeds 
we’re working with, we have 
a pedigree looking at the key 
historic animals that have 
been involved in creating the 
population that we have in 
Canada,” said Mary De Pauw, 
project manager for the Cana-
dian Cattle Genome Project.

Scientists from several insti-
tutions, including the Univer-
sity of Guelph and University 
of Alberta, will be sequenc-
ing the DNA of 25 key historic 
bulls as well as five younger 
bulls that have had influence 
on the Canadian cattle popu-
lation. Over 1,000 animals of 
each breed will be genotyped 
to help researchers determine 
how each animal is different 
or specialized within its spe-
cies.

“We’re trying to test  the 
genotype and the phenotype 
so that eventually people will 
be able to test a really young 
animal and see its genetic 
value for their breeding pro-
grams,” said De Pauw.

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e 
a l re a d y  re c e i v e d  a  l a r g e 
n u m b e r  o f  s a m p l e s  a n d 
have begun genotyping and 
sequencing them. However, 
they are finding it difficult to 
find samples from some key 
historic animals and are ask-
ing cattle owners who think 
they may have such a sample 
to contact them. Anyone who 
donates a sample of a key his-
torical animal for sequencing 
will receive a tax receipt from 
the University of Alberta.

The three-year, $8.2-million 
project is part of an interna-
tional effort with Australia, 
Ireland, Scotland and the U.S. 

“There’s a great advantage 
in having these international 
collaborations because we’re 
able to share our data with 
them, and they share data 
with us,” said De Pauw. “The 

more genotyping information 
you can get, the stronger and 
more accurate your predic-
tion tools will become.”

Once all the samples have 
been col lected,  research-
ers will be looking to create 
a low-cost tool that produc-
ers can use to measure and 
predict key animal traits. The 
Ca n a d i a n  Ca t t l e  G e n o m e 
Project is also working with 
a number of breed organi-
zations including Charolais, 
Limousin, Hereford, Gelbvieh, 
Angus and Simmental. The 
researchers are also work-
ing with Beefbooster, and the 
Canadian Dairy Network. Cat-
tle from University of Guelph 
and the University of Alberta’s 
Kinsella ranch research cattle 
herd are also included in the 
project.

Anyone who thinks they 
m a y  h a ve  a  s a m p l e  f ro m 
one of the historic animals 
can contact Mary De Pauw 
a t  m d e p a u w @ u a l b e r t a . c a 
or 780-248-1901 or project 
lead Steve Miller at miller@
uoguelph.ca.

Researchers genotyping 
semen from historic animals
By genotyping influential beef bulls, researchers hope to create a low-cost tool that predicts key animal traits

Mary De Pauw, project manager 
for the Canadian Cattle Genome 
Project, invites contact from anyone 
who thinks they may have a 
sample from one of the historic 
bulls. PHOTO: ALEXIS KIENLEN

The Canadian Cattle Genome Project has a “Bull of the month” feature on its 
website (www.canada.cow.ca). For example, Seven forty seven was a world-
renowned grand champion bull (Iowa state fair, 1980) and is one of the key 
founders of the Canadian Limousin herd. His impressive EPDs made him a 
fine example of the Limousin breed. 

Ready to
go to

market - onlin
e.

Your business depends on the internet. 
You can depend on Xplornet.

 
These days, a fast, reliable Internet connection is a must for most every business. Xplornet offers wireless business 
Internet connectivity across Canada, including many places where wireline service is unavailable. And we offer peace 
of mind, through our reliable network, which leverages the latest technologies, like 4G.  With Xplornet’s Business 
Internet Solutions, your business is connected.

1Actual speed online may vary with your technical configuration, Internet traffic, server and other factors. All packages are subject to traffic management. For complete details visit xplornet.com. 2For complete details of 
Xplornet’s 30-day money-back guarantee, visit xplornet.com. 3Xplornet’s network uses 3G technology in some areas and 4G technology in other areas. Plans and pricing vary by region. Call or visit xplornet.com for details.

HigH-Speed internet
For All oF Canada

•  Choose from a range of business-grade paCkages, with speeds up to 5mbps.1

•  24/7/365 toll-free Canadian Customer serviCe, and priority teChniCal support  
if you ever need help at your loCation.

• 30-day money baCk guarantee.2

• 4g business plans starting from just $74.99 / month.3

• 4g residential plans starting from just $54.99 / month.3

xplornet.com  1.866.615.9269

“The more 
genotyping 
information you can 
get, the stronger and 
more accurate your 
prediction tools will 
become.”
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Monsanto Company is a member of 
Excellence Through Stewardship® 
(ETS). Monsanto products are 
commercialized in accordance with ETS 
Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, 
and in compliance with Monsanto’s 
Policy for Commercialization of 
Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products 
in Commodity Crops. This product 
has been approved for import into 
key export markets with functioning 
regulatory systems. Any crop or 
material produced from this product 
can only be exported to, or used, 
processed or sold in countries where 
all necessary regulatory approvals 
have been granted. It is a violation 
of national and international law to 
move material containing biotech 
traits across boundaries into nations 
where import is not permitted. Growers 
should talk to their grain handler or 
product purchaser to confirm their 
buying position for this product. 
Excellence Through Stewardship® is 
a registered trademark of Excellence 
Through Stewardship.
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW 
PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. 
Roundup Ready® crops contain genes 
that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the 
active ingredient in Roundup® brand 
agricultural herbicides. Roundup® 
brand agricultural herbicides will 
kill crops that are not tolerant to 
glyphosate. Genuity and Design®, 
Genuity Icons, Genuity®, Roundup 
Ready®, and Roundup® are trademarks 
of Monsanto Technology LLC. Used 
under license. 

Trait Stewardship Responsibilities 

Notice to Farmers

Agrowing horse-keeping 
trend is to blanket horses 
throughout the winter. 

Most often the decision to blan-
ket a horse is the result of an 
emotional response by a well-
intentioned owner. It has also 
become acceptable to blanket 
due to certain lifestyles chosen 
for horses. 

However, it is important to 
recognize that in general the 
practice of blanketing horses 
is not necessary and at times 
blanketing or “overblanketing” 
may even be detrimental. When 
good horse-keeping practices 
are implemented the need to 
blanket becomes a rare excep-
tion.

The hair  coat  changing 
with the seasons is an obvi-
ous adaptation of the horse 
to its external climate. Not so 
obvious are the many smaller 
dynamic processes  which 
occur within the skin and hair 
coat to maintain core temper-
ature. These processes allow 
the hair coat to be dynami-
cally engaged with the exter-
nal environment, constantly 
adjusting and readjusting to 
maintain the horse’s com-
fort. As cooler fall weather 
arrives the horse metabolism 
adjusts incrementally by stor-
ing a layer of fatty tissue under 
the skin. This fatty layer acts 
as insulation, preparing the 
horse for the upcoming colder 
months. As a result horses in 
moderate to good body condi-
tion are well suited for winter 
conditions.

Proper nutrition
Horses need access to free-
choice, quality forage, whether 
in the form of well-stocked 
winter pastures or hay, to keep 
warm. As temperatures drop, 
a horse offsets its need for 
warmth best by consuming 
more forage. Fermentation of 
fibre in the hind gut generates 
large amounts of heat which are 
returned to the horse. Although 
grains can be a source of energy, 
they provide marginal returns 
of heat to the horse. 

Older horses in particular 
may need extra nutritional sup-
port. Ensure that water is read-
ily available for it is crucial in 
supporting healthy digestion. 
Dental health is key to good 
digestion as well. Factors which 
support digestion indirectly 
strengthen the horse’s ability to 
internally warm itself.

Sufficient movement plays a 
significant role in a naturally 
healthy horse, especially in the 
winter when extra movement 
is needed to produce body 
heat. Horses provided with 
suitable spaces or those horses 
pawing on winter pastures 
move constantly, generating 
muscular heat and warming 
themselves. For this reason, 
horses with limited movement 
generally appear more com-
fortable with blanketing. Lim-
ited movement occurs when 

turnout spaces are inadequate 
or when horses are older, ill or 
compromised.

Wind or wet weather can tax 
the coat’s ability to do its job, 
so sheds, wind fences, and/or 
wooded areas are necessary 
to provide adequate shelter. 
Horses will move in and out of 
shelters as they choose, main-
taining their own comfort.

Proper fit
When a horse is blanketed, the 
nature of its hair coat changes. 
As a result it will begin to 
appear as if the horse “needs” 
to continue to be blanketed. 
In part this is correct for, over 
time, blanketing disables the 
horse’s own natural abilities to 
stay warm.

Styles and shapes of horse 
blankets vary as much as styles 
and shapes of horses do so ill-

fitting blankets are not uncom-
mon. Ill-fitted blankets do not 
allow the neck, shoulders, and 
withers to move freely. This 
interference with movement 
causes the horse to compen-
sate by shortening their stride 
and tightening their back. These 
changes can and do carry over 
into posture, carriage, and per-
formance problems.

If one does choose to blan-
ket, the horse needs supervi-
sion to ensure that fluxes to 
warmer daytime temperatures 
do not leave the horse uncom-
fortably warm, sweating or 
with colic. The horse’s own 
hair coat must remain dry and 
warm under the blanket. Addi-
tionally skin problems develop 
readily in the moist, warm 
environment created by “over-
blanketed” horses.

Carol Shwetz is a veterinarian 
specializing in equine practice at 
Westlock, Alberta.

Is it really necessary to blanket your horse?
In most cases, the horse’s hair coat and other processes adapt to the cold

COLUMN

Carol Shwetz, DVM

Horse Health

Plan on it!

Gaining Ground Ad
Publication: MB Co-operator

Ad size: 6-1/16” w x 90 lines deep

Dreaming about starting, growing or passing on your business?

• human resources
• marketing 
• financial management

Quick and Easy 
The Gaining Ground Agribusiness Assessment workbook will  
only take you approximately thirty minutes to complete and it’s  
easy to revisit your plan annually to check your progress.

Once you’ve finished, you will have a clear snapshot of your business  
management practices in these areas:
• business structure
• production and operations
• environmental responsibility

Talk to your MAFRI representative  
After you have completed the workbook, make an appointment with your local  
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives (MAFRI) representative to help 
build an action plan for your business. 

Get your copy of the Gaining Ground Agribusiness Assessment today.  
Visit your local MAFRI GO Office or manitoba.ca/agriculture.

Use the Gaining Ground Agribusiness Assessment to help get you there. 
Whether you are a farmer or agriprocessing business, the Gaining Ground 
Agribusiness Assessment tool can help you build a solid foundation on which you can 
set goals and create an action plan for business success.

Horses maintain their internal warmth through movement and heat of 
digestion.

At times blanketing 
or “overblanketing” 
may even be 
detrimental.

BRIEFS

Australia reports 
deadly bird flu 
case
PARIS / REUTERS  
Australia has reported its 
first case of a highly patho-
genic bird flu virus in 15 
years.

So far 5,000 poultry have 
died at an infected egg farm 
in Maitland, 160 kilometres 
north of Sydney, but 50,000 
birds are at risk.

The virus is different 
from the deadly H5N1 
strain, found in 1997 in 
Hong Kong, that devastated 
duck and chicken opera-
tions and caused hundreds 
of deaths.

It is of the “H7” strain but 
the exact type hasn’t yet 
been determined. At least 
one type this strain, the 
H7N7 subtype, can infect 
people and even kill but the 
impact on humans usually 
tends to be mild, the World 
Health Organization said.

The farm has been 
placed under quarantine 
as experts try to find the 
source of the virus, which is 
often wild birds.

Food safety bill 
passes, drafting 
of regulations 
begins
By Alex Binkley
CO-OPERATOR CONTRIBUTOR / OTTAWA

The recent passage of the 
Safe Food for Canadians 
Act means the overhaul of 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency regulations will 
now begin in earnest.

The new act provides 
tougher penalties for food 
safety violations (up to $5 
million — a twentyfold 
increase) and will allow 
inspectors to “compel food 
producers to provide infor-
mation in a timely manner 
and standardized format,” 
said Agriculture Minister 
Gerry Ritz.

It will also give the CFIA 
the authority to require 
traceability systems for 
food producers and proces-
sors; provide better control 
over imports and exports; 
and allow for faster and 
more comprehensive food 
recalls.

Opposition critics 
praised the bill but said it 
would have been even bet-
ter if the government had 
given farmers and food 
processors more time to 
raise specific concerns.

The Canadian Federation 
of Agriculture identified six 
areas of concern, includ-
ing how farmers will be 
regulated, requirements for 
livestock traceability and 
protection of confidential 
business information.

Ritz promised the CFIA 
would consult fully with the 
industry before any regula-
tions are finalized. 

The industry is con-
cerned that once regula-
tions are made, it takes two 
years to change them, said 
Keith Mussar, vice-presi-
dent of regulatory affairs of 
the Canadian Association 
of Importers and Exporters.
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By Mark Elliot 
CO-OPERATOR CONTRIBUTOR 

The Winnipeg Livestock Auc-
tion received 300 sheep and 
goats for the Nov. 21 sale. 

The buyers were keeping within 
a close price range, within their 
bidding, on the various classifica-
tions. Ontario market prices are 
influencing the Manitoba bidding

The wool sheep dominated 
ewe sales, with the bidding con-
sistent with the previous sale. The 
average price ranged from $0.45 
to $0.75 per pound; while the last 
sale produced a price range from 
$0.39 to $0.58 per pound. Even the 
heavyweight ewes were within the 
price range, a group of four 216-
lb. Suffolk-cross ewes provided 
a price of $0.60 per pound. Six 
110-pound Katahdin-cross ewes 
brought $78.10 ($0.71 per pound).

The bidding on the rams was 
limited. The 230-pound Rideau-
cross ram brought $144.90 ($0.63 
per pound). The 195-pound 
Cheviot-cross ram brought 
$103.35 ($0.53 per pound). A 
four-horn, 155-pound Jacob ram 
entered the arena, with some 
interest from the audience. This 
ram brought $80.60 ($0.52 per 
pound).

Dorset-cross lambs dominated 
the heavyweight lambs. The price 
ranged from $0.88 to $0.94 per 
pound, for weight ranging from 
115 to 145 pounds. The demand 
for the heavy lambs remained 
similar to the last sale.

The bidding on the market 
lambs was not as strong as at pre-
vious sales, which drew prices 
downward. The price ranged 
from $1 to $1.02 per pound for the 
wool lambs.The 95-pound Katah-
din-cross lamb brought $94.05 
($0.99 per pound). The group 
of 13 96-pound Blackface-cross 
and Suffolk-cross lambs brought 
$103.68 ($1.08 per pound).

The bidding was not as exciting 
or intense for the feeder lambs. 
The wool lambs brought a price 
range from $1.11 to $1.18 for a 
weight range of 80 to 82 pounds.  
The six 89-pound Dorper-cross 
lambs brought $92.56 ($1.04 per 
pound).   

The lightweight lambs domi-
nated this sale. The 70- to 
79-pound lambs created a price 
range from $1.13 to $1.21 per 
pound.   

There were two groups 
of 56-pound lambs. The six 
56-pound Dorper-cross lambs 
brought $1.04 per pound. The 
other group of lambs brought 
$1.09 per pound. There were two 
groups of 58-pound Cheviot-
cross lambs, with no major visible 
differences in the lambs. How-
ever, one group brought $1.18 
per pound and the other group 
brought $1.25 per pound.

The 45-pound Blackface-cross 
lamb brought $52.88 ($1.175 per 
pound).

Three 35-pound Cheviot-cross 
lambs brought $28 ($0.80 per 
pound).

The quality and the interest for 
the goat does was not as strong as 
the last sale. The seven 96-pound 
Alpine-cross does that were high-
quality dairy does brought $53 
($0.55 per pound). The 70-pound 
Alpine-cross doe was of similar 
fashion, with limited bidding. It 
brought $30 ($0.43 per pound).

The selection of goat bucks 
was very limited. An impres-
sive 225-pound Boer-cross buck 
entered the arena, good quality 

for future herd improvements. 
This Boer-cross buck brought 
$157.50 ($0.70 per pound). Three 
132-pound Boer-cross bucks 
brought $98 ($0.74 per pound). 
A group of 18, 85-pound Boer-
cross bucks, brought $70 ($0.82 
per pound).

Two 103-pound Pygmy-cross 
ewes brought $62.50 ($0.61 per 
pound).

Two 83-pound Boer- cross 
kids, brought $82 ($0.99 per 
pound).

A well-developed structural 
75-pound Alpine-cross wether, 
brought $85 ($1.13 per pound). 
A Saanen-cross wether and a 
Boer-cross wether, both being 70 
pounds, brought $89 ($1.27 per 
pound).

Nine 64-pound Alpine-cross 
goat kids brought $81 ($1.27 per 
pound).

A group of seven 55-pound 
Alpine-cross and Boer-cross 

goat kids brought $67 ($1.22 per 
pound). Four 56-pound Boer-
cross goat kids brought $71 ($1.27 
per pound). Two 58-pound Boer-
cross goat kids, brought $75 ($1.29 
per pound).

Nine 45-pound Boer-cross goat 
kids brought $47.50 ($1.06 per 
pound ). Three 47-pound Alpine-
cross goat kids brought $40 ($0.85 
per pound).

Three 33-pound Boer-cross 
goat kids brought $32 ($0.97 per 
pound). Two 30-pound Boer-cross 
goat kids brought $45 ($1.50 per 
pound).

The Ontario Stockyard Report 
indicated that the prices were still 
dropping for the various sheep 
and lamb classifications. Only 
the well-fed light lambs, still drew 
interest from the buyers, keeping 
a steady bidding price. Various 
goats were maintaining a con-
stant price range, but still not very 
strong.

Interest and prices increase for heavy lambs
The bidding on market lambs was lower than at previous sales  

SHEEP & GOAT COLUMN 

November 7, 2011

EWES $65.19 - $97.50 $ 41.82 - $101.25

LAMBS (LBS.) 

110+  $103.50 - $129.05 $92.66 / $125.19 
(113 / 117 lbs.)

95 - 110 $102.00 - $110.16 $78.84 - $123.20

80 - 94 $91.02 - $94.40 $90.00 - $114.68

Under 80

70 - 79 $81.03 - $89.27 $76.65 - $95.00

60 - 69 n/a $72.00 - $84.32

56 / 58 $58.24 - $72.50 $62.54 / $63.72 
(53 / 54 lbs.)

45 $52.88 $32.80 / $37.13 
(41 / 45 lbs.)

35 $28.00 $32.25 
(30 lbs.)
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EssEntial tools for farmErs
The farmer’s Product Guide helps you make informed 
decisions on everything that’s essential to your farm.  
From equipment and accessories to buildings, technology, tillage  
and trucks – the farmer’s Product Guide covers it all. 

find exactly what you’re looking for at  
www.farmersproductguide.com
thousands of fully searchable ag product and service listings!

for more information on the Farmer’s Product Guide please 
visit www.farmersproductguide.com or call Terry at 800-782-0794

housands of fully searchable ag product and service listings!

rEquirEd. rEfErEncEd. rEsPEctEd.

LIVESTOCK AUCTION RESULTS

 (Note all prices in CDN$ per cwt. These prices also generally represent the top one-third of sales reported by the auction yard.)

Weight Category Ashern Gladstone Grunthal Heartland Heartland Killarney Ste. Rose Winnipeg

  Brandon Virden

Feeder Steers Nov-21 Nov-20 Nov-20 Nov-22 Nov-21 Nov-19 Nov-22 Nov-23

No. on offer 3,260 1,439 518 2,695 3,961 1,120 2,305 870

Over 1,000 lbs. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 100.00-108.00

900-1,000 n/a n/a 110.00-120.00 115.00-130.50 117.00-127.00 n/a n/a 110.00-119.75

800-900 124.00-127.00 100.00-130.50 117.00-129.00 120.00-135.00 130.00-137.00 n/a 120.00-136.00 110.00-125.00

700-800 121.00-141.00 120.00-136.00 124.00-136.50 128.00-139.00 132.00-140.00 130.00-140.00 130.00-139.00 120.00-136.50

600-700 130.00-151.25 135.00-157.00 130.00-146.00 140.00-150.50 133.00-147.00 137.00-148.00 135.00-159.00 135.00-147.00

500-600 149.00-167.50 140.00-159.00 138.00-150.00 145.00-163.25 140.00-160.00 147.00-158.00 140.00-165.00 140.00-155.00

400-500 170.00-193.50 160.00-183.50 150.00-177.50 165.00-180.50 157.00-180.00 160.00-180.00 155.00-185.00 160.00-183.00

300-400 175.00-196.50 160.00-184.00 170.00-192.00 175.00-194.00 175.00-195.00 175.00-198.00 150.00-195.00 175.00-190.00

Feeder heifers

900-1,000 lbs. n/a n/a n/a 100.00-114.00 108.00115.00 n/a n/a 106.00-114.00

800-900 n/a 100.00-121.50 108.00-119.00 110.00-124.00 110.00-121.00 n/a n/a 110.00-121.00

700-800 n/a 110.00-134.50 114.00-124.00 115.00-124.75 117.00-126.50 n/a 115.00-127.00 115.00-123.50

600-700 122.50-130.00 115.00-134.50 120.00-130.00 120.00-130.00 120.00-127.00 124.00-137.00 117.00-135.00 120.00-130.00

500-600 133.00-153.00 125.00-148.50 128.00-147.00 125.00-142.00 123.00-137.00 132.00-147.00 123.00-142.00 122.00-140.00

400-500 139.00-159.00 130.00-155.00 140.00-160.00 135.00-154.00 130.00-153.00 132.00-152.00 130.00-149.00 130.00-148.00

300-400 140.00-160.00 130.00-161.00 150.00-167.00 140.00-162.00 n/a 145.00-169.00 130.00-160.00 130.00-167.00

Slaughter Market

No. on offer 400 n/a 224 n/a n/a n/a n/a 330

D1-D2 Cows 52.00-66.00 n/a n/a 63.00-69.00 56.00-63.00 49.00-54.00 45.00-58.00 60.00-67.00

D3-D5 Cows 45.00+ 40.00-69.25 42.00-51.00 53.00-62.00 52.00-56.00 40.00-48.00 40.00-55.00 52.00-60.00

Age Verifi ed 67.00-75.50 n/a n/a n/a 63.00-69.00 56.00-63.00 52.00-63.00 n/a

Good Bulls 60.00-81.50 60.00-84.25 69.00-74.75 75.00-82.25 75.00-84.25 73.00-79.00 70.00-75.00 70.00-75.50

Butcher Steers n/a n/a n/a n/a 99.00-104.75 n/a n/a n/a

Butcher Heifers n/a n/a n/a n/a 97.00-103.25 n/a n/a n/a

Feeder Cows n/a n/a 59.00-67.00 70.00-82.00 63.00-78.00 n/a n/a 60.00-72.00

Fleshy Export Cows n/a n/a 56.00-62.75 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Lean Export Cows n/a n/a 46.00-54.00 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

* includes slaughter market
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Make your Move early with elite soybeans froM brettyoung 
Blast out of the ground fast with Elite® brand soybeans from BrettYoung, and stay ahead of the pack with 
industry leading performance. 

Pekko R2 is the earliest maturing GENRR2Y soybean on the market and takes off early, displays high pod set 
and finishes strong. Choose Pekko R2 for impressive, reliable yields.

Or choose Sampsa R2 to deliver very rapid and vigorous emergence, high performance and outstanding yield in 
the medium maturity group.

In the end, it all comes down to performance and BrettYoung brings a new standard of excellence to the field.

brettyoung.ca  •  800-665-5015

BrettYoung is a trademark of BrettYoung seeds Limited. elite is a registered trademark of La Coop fédérée.
Always read and follow pesticide label directions. roundup ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to  
glyphosate, the active ingredient in roundup® brand agricultural herbicides. roundup® brand agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not glyphosate tolerant. 
Genuity®, Genuity and Design®, Genuity Icons, roundup®, roundup ready®, and roundup ready 2 Yield® are trademarks of monsanto technology LLC used under 
license.   12030   09.12

brettyoung.ca  

Jon MontgoMery
2010 Olympic Gold Medalist – Skeleton
2008 World Championship Silver Medalist

Join Jon’s teaM!
Brettyoung.ca/JoinJonsteam

lite is a registered trademark of La Coop fédérée.
 crops contain genes that confer tolerance to 

Get AheAD AnD 
stAY AheAD

PEKKO R2 SAMPSA R2

NOSING FOR A DRINK

Cows on the Greaves farm nuzzle into the snow to reach the stream beneath. PHOTO: JEANNETTE GREAVES

NEWS

Monsanto fund 
supports Youth 
Parliament 
Monsanto Canada Inc. 
is working with Youth 
Parliament of Manitoba 
(YPM) to make the pro-
gram more accessible to 
rural youth by subsidizing 
travel costs and promo-
tion. 

The company is con-
tributing $4,500 over three 
years. 

“The creation of the 
Monsanto Rural Develop-
ment fund allows us to 
truly live up to the ‘Mani-
toba’ aspect of our name,” 
says YPM Deputy Speaker 
Brent Hardy. “It enables 
us to attract rural youth to 
our organization which is 
integral to the success of 
YPM.” 

Each year, eight rural 
members (defined as 
those living 50 km or 
more outside the City of 
Winnipeg) who attend 
YPM’s Winter Session at 
the Manitoba legislature 
will be offered free reg-
istration as well as a $50 
transportation grant to 
help make the cost of par-
ticipating more affordable. 
Preference will be given 
to members of farming 
families. 

“Monsanto Canada is 
committed to strengthen-
ing rural communities 
and helping to support 
rural residents,” said 
Trish Jordan, public and 
industry affairs director 
with Monsanto Canada 
based in Winnipeg. “We 
are also strong advocates 
of supporting rural youth 
and providing them with 
leadership and develop-
ment opportunities. Youth 
Parliament of Manitoba 
is an excellent organiza-
tion that allows youth the 
opportunity to improve 
their communication 
skills and explore our 
country’s parliamentary 
system.”

Youth Parliament of 
Manitoba Inc. is a non-
partisan, non-denomi-
national corporation and 
registered charity. Run 
completely by local youth, 
YPM’s model parliament 
provides a unique oppor-
tunity for young adults 
to improve communica-
tion skills, learn about 
the Canadian democratic 
parliamentary tradition, 
and meet youth from 
across Manitoba. YPM’s 
91st Winter Session will 
be held from December 
26-30, 2012 for youth aged 
16-20. More information 
can be found at 
www.ypmanitoba.ca.

Cardiac arrest
can happen to
your child.
 
Know the risk factors.  
Visit heartandstroke.mb.ca.
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Freeze and thaw

The natural result of a heavy snowfall followed 
by mild temperatures.   photo: Rosalyn lockie

The Co-operator will publish 4-H reports once 
a month. Reports can be submitted by the 
third week of the month by email to news@

fbcpublishing.com or by regular mail to 4-H Reports, 
c/o Manitoba Co-operator, 1666 Dublin Ave., 
Winnipeg, Man. R3H 0H1.

Rapid City Beef
The club reorganized on Nov. 13 at the Rapid City 
library. After elections, the new executive is as fol-
lows: Stephen Hinsburg, president; Kylie Birming-
ham, vice-president; Laura Horner, secretary; Sean 
Horner, treasurer; and Wyatt Inglis, reporter. Our 
leaders are Alan Horner, Deb Inglis and our council 
rep, Leslie Hedley.

After Stephen took over as president he welcomed 
new members Kylie Birmingham and Mona Van-
delangemheen. Weigh day was discussed; it will 
be at the Horners’ on Dec. 8 at 1:30 p.m. Informa-
tion needed will include CCIA tag numbers, breeds 
of animals and birth dates. Each family is to bring 
something for lunch after the calves are weighed; all 
members are to be on time and watch all animals be 
weighed.

The Christmas party was also discussed, and will 
be held after the club’s next meeting on Dec. 11 at the 
library. Each member is to bring a gift suitable for a 
boy or girl.

New business: Ann Mandziuk, from the MAFRI 
office in Minnedosa, came and gave a presentation 
on the ethics of showing livestock. We played a game 
in which members were asked questions on ethical 
or unethical behaviour.

Member forms were handed out, to be handed in 
on weigh day. Budget sheets were also handed out, 
to be in by the January meeting.   — Wyatt Inglis

Elm Creek Beef
On Oct. 3 we had our first meeting of the year, dis-
cussed plans and got our handouts and record books 
for the year. On Oct. 26 we had our annual 4-H pot-
luck supper and awards night. Many of our steer 
buyers and supporters joined us for the evening. 
Our guest speaker was Laura Kehler, who spoke to 
us about her experiences in 4-H when she grew up 
in the U.S. We were also very pleased to watch our 
head leader Trevor Carlson receive his 15-year seal as 
a leader in the 4-H club!

The club also helped out at the annual Elm Creek 
Fall Supper on Nov. 3. The club’s duties were serving 
coffee and tea and helping clean up garbage. On Nov. 
7 we elected Cameron deRuiter as club president, 
Cody Vandersluis as vice-president, Thomas Borst as 
treasurer, Brittney deRuiter as secretary, Taylor Carl-
son and McKenzie Enns as photographers, Harleigh 
Carlson as banner scanner and Nolan Vandersluis 
as club reporter. We discussed our upcoming trip to 
Canadian Western Agribition and that we should ask 
the moms to make some muffins for the trip there. 

— Nolan Vandersluis

Happy Rock Horseshoes
The club had its first meeting of the year on Oct. 6 
with four past members (Jodie Davis, Kaitlyn Davey, 
Karleigh Lewis and Megan Hall) and one new mem-
ber (Madison Teichroeb) present. Ken Lewis and 
Heather Davey are the club leaders. Everyone spent 
some time working with their horses and got help 
from Heather. We finished by riding through Heath-
er’s obstacle course.

During the business meeting the club elected this 
year’s officers: Jodie Davis is president, Megan Hall 
is vice-president, Kaitlyn Davey is secretary, Kar-
leigh Lewis is treasurer, Madison Teichroeb is club 

reporter and Megan Hall is the banner scanner. At 
the next meeting we will discuss our goals for the 
upcoming year and talk about what we would like to 
do for clinics or workshops this year. 

— Madison Teichroeb

St. Claude Home Ec
As part of the national celebrations of 4-H’s 100th 
anniversary in Canada, an agreement between Food 
Banks Canada and 4-H Canada to co-promote and 
co-ordinate collection of non-perishable foods and 
financial donations for local food banks across Can-
ada, was announced at the Manitoba legislature in 
May.

According to St. Claude 4-H leader Shelley Gos-
seye, the local club first became involved with a 
community food drive four years ago as part of Farm 
Credit Canada’s “Drive Away Hunger” campaign. 
That was the beginning of our club establishing an 
annual food drive in our community for donations to 
the Salvation Army Food Bank in Portage la Prairie.

This year the community of St. Claude donated 
approximately 500 pounds of non-perishable food 
items and $40 cash. Guy Rouire of R-Way Ag in St. 
Claude accepted our challenge to match the value 
of the food donation with the equivalent monetary 
contribution of $1,500.

The St. Claude 4-H Home Ec Club wishes to chal-
lenge all Manitoba 4-H clubs to use 4-H Canada’s 
partnership with Food Banks Canada to start their 
own annual community canvassing event. Let’s see 
which community can collect the most food!

Diamond Jubilee Awards
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee commemorative 
medal, created in honour of the 60th anniversary 
of Queen Elizabeth II’s ascension to the throne, has 
been bestowed upon Arline Davey of Westbourne, 
Man. and Brenda Dyck of Woodmore, Man. in recog-
nition of exemplary commitment and contribution 
to the 4-H program. Their outstanding leadership 
and devotion to the members and leaders whom 
they have mentored during their many years of serv-
ice with 4-H Manitoba is a testament to the pro-
gram’s pledge and motto.

Arline and Brenda were scheduled to be presented 
with their awards as part of a special ceremony 
during the evening banquet of the Manitoba Farm 
Women’s Conference on Nov. 19. The council would 
like to extend its warmest congratulations to Arline 
and Brenda on behalf of everyone, past and present, 
in the 4-H Manitoba family. 

— Manitoba 4-H Council

4-H Reports

The St. Claude 4-H Home Ec Club canvassed the community on Oct. 3, and although the weather was chilly members 
were able to collect about 500 lbs. of food in two hours.  photo: st. claude 4-h home ec club

Laura Kehler spoke to members of the Elm Creek 4-H 
Beef Club at its awards night and potluck supper on  
Oct. 26.  photo: elm cReek 4-h beef club

By Carey Gillam 
ReuteRs 

Organic growers and 
food safety advocates 
are condemning an 

advisory report to the Agri-
culture Department claim-
ing its  recommendations 
would be costly for farmers 
who want to protect their 
conventional  crops from 
b e i n g  c o n t a m i n a t e d  by 
genetically modified varie-
ties.

The USDA is studying how 
biotech agriculture could 
best “coexist” with organic 
and conventional farming, 
but critics slammed a rec-
ommendation that farmers 
self-insure against unwanted 
GM contamination.

“ T h i s  p r o p o s a l  a l l ow s 
USDA and the agricultural 
biotechnology industry to 
abdicate responsibility for 
preventing GE contamina-
tion while making the vic-
tims of GE pollution pay 
for damages resulting from 
transgenic contamination,” 
the National Organic Coali-
tion said in a statement.

T h e  U S D A  re p o r t  s a i d 
all American farmers have 
the right to make the best 
choices for their own farms, 
whether that’s GM crops or 
organic ones.

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack said the USDA would 
review the report, adding it 
“required compromises to 
find common ground.”

The committee said its 
members could not agree 
about the extent to which 
a systemic problem exists 
and whether there is enough 

d a t a  t o  w a r ra n t  a  c o m -
pensation mechanism to 
address it. While the com-
mittee acknowledged there 
are unintended GE materials 
found in commercial prod-
ucts, members differed in 
their assessment of the sig-
nificance of the unintended 
presence.

It recommended the USDA 
e v a l u a t e  d a t a  t o  b e t t e r 
understand actual economic 
losses by GE contamination 
and that  any compensa-
tion program be modelled 
on existing crop insurance. 
The committee also called 
for more research into miti-
gating contamination and 
development of coexistence 
agreements between neigh-
bouring farmers should be 
developed.

In criticizing the report, 
the organic growers said the 
committee “failed to make 
a single recommendation 
holding the patent holders 
of genetic engineering tech-
nologies responsible and lia-
ble for damages” caused by 
biotech seed use.

“We urgently need mean-
ingful regulatory change that 
institutionalizes mandatory 
GE contamination preven-
tion practices,” the National 
O r g a n i c  C o a l i t i o n  s a i d . 
“USDA needs to stop drag-
ging its heels, get serious 
and focus on making this 
happen.”

The 23-person committee 
was drawn from academia, 
the American Farm Bureau, 
corn, wheat and soybean 
industry organizations, the 
organic industry, grain com-
panies and others.

Organic farmers reject 
call to self-insure against 
GM contamination 
The co-existence report shifts responsibility  
away from GM developers 
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By Charles Abbott
washington / reuters

Federally subsidized crop 
insurance will be a big 
target for U.S. lawmakers 

looking to cut the budget defi-
cit in the lame-duck session of 
Congress that opened recently 
after a status quo general elec-
tion.

B u t  l a w m a k e r s  a r e n’t 
expected to break their dead-
lock over enacting a five-year, 
$500-billion Farm Bill cover-
ing a wide range of agricultural 
policy from food stamps to 
crop subsidies and soil conser-
vation.

The worst drought to hit the 
Midwest Farm Belt in half a 
century should double the cost 
of crop insurance this year, and 
the nagging drought threatens 
2013 crops as well.

Another key question for 
farm policy watchers after the 
re-election of President Barack 
Obama is whether Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack will serve 
a second term. Since the 1960s, 
only one USDA secretary has 
served two terms.

Ethanol likely benefited from 
Obama’s victory, said analyst 
Mark McMinimy of Guggen-
heim Securities, noting that 
Obama and Vilsack are biofuels 
backers.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency may decide this 
month whether to relax the 
requirement to use ethanol in 
gasoline. Livestock producers 
say they are being ruined by 

high grain prices as more U.S. 
crops are diverted to fuel.

With Democrats still in nar-
row control of the Senate and 
Republicans keeping their 
majority in the House, analysts 
said a short-term extension of 
the 2008 farm law, probably 
into spring, is the likely out-
come.

Odds against five-year Farm Bill
“Odds are against a five-year 
Farm Bill in the lame-duck (ses-
sion) unless it’s part of a budget 
agreement,” and that’s unlikely, 
said Pat Westhoff of the think-
tank Food and Agricultural Pol-
icy Research.

Crop insurance already is 
the biggest part of the farm 
safety net, costing the govern-
ment around $7 billion a year. 
The cost is expected to jump 
to $15 billion or more this year 
because the government will 
shoulder most of the underwrit-
ing losses for the 16 insurance 
companies in the field.

Senators voted overwhelm-
ingly in June to reduce the fed-
eral insurance subsidy for the 
wealthiest farmers. This could 
save $1.1 billion over a decade. 
The House of Representatives 
has not yet decided on this 
issue.

Costs could be cut further 
through an across-the-board 
reduction in the premium sub-
sidy — currently the govern-
ment pays 62 cents of each $1 
in premiums — or by requiring 
insurers to accept a larger share 
of losses.

Crop insurance under attack
The major U.S. farm groups 
made a strong crop insurance 
program their top priority for 
the bill, even if it meant cut-
ting other agricultural sup-
ports.

“Why start attacking the 
one tool we’ve been guiding 
people toward for 25 years?” 
asked Dale Moore, a lobby-
ist for the six-million-member 
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration.

The House splintered over 
how deeply to cut crop sub-
sidies, many of which go to 
well-off  farmers,  and food 
stamps that  are  a  l i fe l ine 
for millions of low-income 
Americans.

This summer, House Repub-

lican leaders refused to call a 
vote on the bill — which would 
slash $16 billion from the food 
stamp budget over 10 years — 
saying there was not a majority 
for it. 

That’s  a  cut  four  t imes 
larger than what’s proposed 
by in Senate’s version of the 
Farm Bill. And many Wash-
ington watchers expect that 
version will be the model for 
a new Farm Bill. The Senate 
bill would end traditional crop 
subsidies, mainstays of U.S. 
farm law for eight decades, 
and instead compensate farm-
ers when revenue from a crop 
was 11 to 21 per cent below 
normal. Crop insurance would 
cover deeper losses. The lead-
ing House plan would also 

boost crop support prices by 
up to 40 per cent.

Vilsack to stay or go? 
Farmers, in general, are not 
Obama fans. The president’s 
share of the rural vote dropped 
to 41 per cent on Nov. 6 from 
46 per cent in the 2008 elec-
tion, according to the Center for 
Rural Strategies.

But Vilsack, Obama’s agri-
culture secretary and a former 
Iowa governor, has been a 
mostly popular USDA chief 
with a strong focus on over-
seeing programs as diverse as 
nutrition, farm exports and the 
national forest system.

Vilsack is widely expected to 
continue at USDA, at least for 
another year or two. 

U.S. crop insurance a post-election target
The federal government will likely shell out $15 billion or more for its share of crop losses caused by drought
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KeepinG WatCh from aboveDominoes 
falling as 
beef industry 
‘rightsizes’ 
END OF THE LINE?  }  XL Foods 
processing now consolidated 
at Brooks, after Moose Jaw and 
Calgary plants shut down

at strangmuir farms south of strathmore, Kerri ross (left) and Becky tees spend their days riding through pens checking 
on the health of the cattle. Kevin LinK

By ron friesen
staff

A new industry study concludes 
a voluntary BsE testing pro-
gram for cattle could help 

boost Canada’s beef exports to asia. 
But it cautions that BsE-tested beef 
would only be a niche market and the 
demand for it might be limited.

testing alone may not fully restore Can-
ada’s beef markets lost to BsE in Japan 
and other asian countries, says the study 
by the George Morris Centre in Guelph, 
Ontario.

But it’s still worth considering, said 
al Mussell, the study’s lead author.

“We think this has got potential. I think it 
needs to be explored further,” Mussell said 
following the study’s release March 31.

“I think it does give the impetus for 
people to take a serious look at it and 
say, ‘hey, this is something we could 
take advantage of.’”

the study funded by PrioNet Can-
ada, the alberta Prion Research Insti-
tute and the alberta Livestock and 
Meat agency weighed the costs and 
benefits of voluntarily testing cattle 
for BsE.

It found the cost fairly low — just over 
$40 a head, or about five cents a pound 
carcass weight. that wouldn’t burden 
processors with huge added expenses 
and “drag down the operation of a beef 
plant,” Mussell said.

He said Japanese importers have peri-
odically asked for BsE-tested beef over 
the past five years, so the demand for it 
should be there.

But whether the economic benefits 

of testing outweigh the cost is hard to 
say.

a 2005 analysis by Rancher’s Beef, an 
alberta processor no longer in business, 
concluded BsE testing would increase 
the value of beef sold to Japan by $75.71 
per head.

Testing for bSe worthwhile
FaIrLy LOw  } Cost would be about $40 per head, but actual  
financial benefits are uncertain

By madeleine Baerg
af CONtRIButOR | cAlgAry

T he recently announced shutdown of XL foods’ 
beef kill plant and fabrication facility in Cal-
gary is no surprise to those in the know.

“No, it’s not a shock,” said Herb Lock, owner of 
farm$ense Marketing in Edmonton.

“the packing industry in North america is right-
sizing itself. as soon as you have excess capacity, 
everybody is losing money. It’s not just a Calgary 
thing, it’s not just an alberta thing, it’s not just a 
Canadian thing. this is happening on both sides of 
the border.”

that view was echoed by Charlie Gracey, a cattle 
industry consultant and current board member with 
the alberta Livestock and Meat agency.

“We’ve known for quite a long time that the herd 
was being sold down,” said Gracey. “It’s always 
regrettable to see a decline in what might be seen 
as competition. But there isn’t enough cattle herd 
to service the plant.”

Lock estimates the packing industry is currently 
about 25 to 30 per cent overbuilt across the Pacific 
Northwest. Most of the processing facilities were 
built several decades ago, in a time when herd num-
bers were significantly higher, he said.

Given that processing is a margin business, 
the only way for processors to make money is to 
operate at near full capacity. With today’s herd 
numbers at a 50-year low and the three- to five-
year outlook not indicating much improvement, 
Lock sees the XL closure as a “nimble” preemp-
tive move.

Competition for live cattle sales shouldn’t dimin-
ished, said Bryan Walton, CEO of the alberta Cattle 
feeders association.

“I don’t think the closures are going to have a mate-
rial effect,” said Walton, noting XL foods still oper-
ates the Lakeside plant in Brooks.

Essentially, the Calgary and Brooks plants were 
competing for the same animals. selling the Calgary 
facilities, which are fairly old and sit on valuable real 
estate, makes good business sense, he said.

BSE boost
While BsE has been devastating to all parts of the 
beef industry, Lock believes it may have had a posi-
tive — albeit short-term — influence on XL’s Calgary 
facilities.

“the plants’ lives may have been extended by a 

shutdown } page 6 see Bse testing } page 26

“We think this has got 

potential.”

aL MussELL
GeorGe Morris Centre

 JBs     oPerations, gloBal aQuisitions

Consumers must lead Changes in animal welfare } Page 33

at strangmuir farms south of strathmore, Kerri ross (left) and Becky tees spend their days riding through pens checking 

“I think it does give the impetus for 
people to take a serious look at it and 
say, ‘hey, this is something we could 
take advantage of.’”

the study funded by PrioNet Can-
ada, the alberta Prion Research Insti-
tute and the alberta Livestock and 
Meat agency weighed the costs and 
benefits of voluntarily testing cattle 

It found the cost fairly low — just over 
$40 a head, or about five cents a pound 
carcass weight. that wouldn’t burden 
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and “drag down the operation of a beef 
plant,” Mussell said.

He said Japanese importers have peri-
odically asked for BsE-tested beef over 
the past five years, so the demand for it 
should be there.

But whether the economic benefits 

of testing outweigh the cost is hard to 
say.

a 2005 analysis by Rancher’s Beef, an 
alberta processor no longer in business, 
concluded BsE testing would increase 
the value of beef sold to Japan by $75.71 
per head.

Testing for bSe worthwhile
Cost would be about $40 per head, but actual  

see Bse testing } page 26

“We think this has got 

potential.”

aL MussELL
GeorGe Morris Centre

U.S. President Barack Obama and U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack after they toured an Iowa farm during last 
summer’s drought. With Obama’s re-election, Vilsack is expected to stay on at least another year.  photo: reuters/Larry Downing 
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MARKETPLACE
FARMER'S

Name:  __________________________________________________________    Phone #: ______________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________    Town:  ____________________________________________

Province:  ____________________________    Postal Code: _________________________

❏ VISA	 ❏ MASTERCARD

Card No.    

Expiry Date: 

Signature:  _______________________________________________

 Add $2.50 if being billed / Minus 10% if prepaying: ______________________ 

Add 5% GST: ______________________ 

	 TOTAL:	______________________ 

❏  I would like to take advantage of the Prepayment Bonus of 2 FREE weeks when I prepay for 3 weeks.

Classified	Ad	Order	Form

AGREEMENT
The publisher reserves the right to refuse any or all advertising for any reason 
stated or unstated.

Advertisers requesting publication of either display or classified advertisements 
agree that should the advertisement be omitted from the issue ordered for 
whatever reason, the Manitoba Co-operator shall not be held liable. It is also 
agreed that in the event of an error appearing in the published advertisement, 
the Manitoba Co-operator accepts no liability beyond the amount paid for that 
portion of the advertisement in which the error appears or affects. Claims for 
adjustment are limited to errors appearing in the first insertion only.

While every endeavor will be made to forward box number replies as soon as 
possible, we accept  no liability in respect to loss or damage alleged to a rise 
through either failure or delay in forwarding such replies, however caused, 
whether by negligence or otherwise.

CAUTION
The Manitoba Co-operator, while assuming no responsibility for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, exercises the greatest care in 
an endeavor to restrict advertising to wholly reliable firms or individuals. 
However, please do not send money to a Manitoba Co-operator box 
number. Buyers are advised to request shipment C.O.D. when ordering 
from an unknown advertiser, thus minimizing the chance of fraud and 
eliminating the necessity of a refund where the goods have already 
been sold.
At Farm Business Communications we have a firm commitment to protect-
ing your privacy and security as our customer. Farm Business Communica-
tions will only collect personal information if it is required for the proper 
functioning of our business. As part of our commitment to enhance cus-
tomer service, we may share this personal information with other strategic 
business partners. For more information regarding our Customer Informa-

tion Privacy Policy, write to: Information Protection Officer, Farm Business 
Communications, 1666 Dublin Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0H1.
Occasionally we make our list of subscribers available to other reputable 
firms whose products and services might be of interest to you. If you would 
prefer not to receive such offers, please contact us at the address in the 
preceding paragraph, or call 1-800-782-0794.
The editors and journalists who write, contribute and provide opinions to 
Manitoba Co-operator and Farm Business Communications attempt to 
provide accurate and useful opinions, information and analysis. However, 
the editors, journalists and Manitoba Co-operator and Farm Business 
Communications, cannot and do not guarantee the accuracy of the infor-
mation contained in this publication and the editors as well as Manitoba 
Co-operator and Farm Business Communication assume no responsibility 
for any actions or decisions taken by any reader for this publication based 
on any and all information provided.

MAiL	TO:	
Manitoba Co-operator,  
Box 9800, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3K7  

FAX	TO:	

204-954-1422
phOne	in:	TOLL 
FREE IN CANADA:

REgulAR ClASSIfIED

• Minimum charge — $11.25 per week for first 25 words 
or less and an additional 45 cents per word for every word 
over 25. Additional bolding 75 cents per word. GST is extra. 
$2.50 billing charge is added to billed ads only.

• Terms: Payment due upon receipt of invoice.
• 10% discount for prepaid ads. If phoning in your ad you 

must pay with VISA or MasterCard to qualify for discount.
• Prepayment Bonus: Prepay for 3 weeks & get a bonus 

of 2 weeks; bonus weeks run consecutively & cannot 
be used separately from original ad; additions & changes 
accepted only during first 3 weeks.

• Ask about our Priority Placement. 
• If you wish to have replies sent to a confidential box number, 

please add $5.00 per week to your total. Count eight words 
for your address. Example: Ad XXXX, Manitoba Co-operator, 
Box 9800, Winnipeg, R3C 3K7.

• Your complete name and address must be submitted to 
our office before publication. (This information will be kept 
confidential and will not appear in the ad unless requested.)

DISplAy ClASSIfIED

• Advertising copy deviating in any way from the regular  
classified style will be considered display and charged at 
the display rate of $32.20 per column inch ($2.30 per 
agate line).

• Minimum charge $32.20 per week + $5.00 
for online per week.

• Illustrations and logos are allowed with full border.
• Spot color: 25% of ad cost, with a 

minimum charge of $15.00.
• Advertising rates are flat with no discount for  

frequency of insertion or volume of space used.
• Telephone orders accepted
• Terms: Payment due upon receipt of invoice.
• Price quoted does not include GST.
All classified ads are non-commissionable.

ADVERTISIng RATES & 
InfoRMATIon

plEASE noTE: Even if you do not want your name & address to appear in your ad, we need the information for our files.

plEASE pRInT youR AD BEloW:

ADVeRTiSinG	DeADLine:
noon on THuRSDAyS
(unless otherwise stated)

Classification:   ___________________________  

     No. of words   ________________   x    $0.45    x     No. of weeks   ____________________   =   ____________________
Minimum charge $11.25 per week

Tributes/Memory
Announcements
Airplanes
Alarms & Security Systems

AnTiqueS
Antiques For Sale
Antique Equipment
Antique Vehicle 
Antiques Wanted
Arenas

AuCTiOn	SALeS
BC Auction
AB Auction Peace 
AB Auction North
AB Auction Central 
AB Auction South
SK Auction
MB Auction Parkland
MB Auction Westman 
MB Auction Interlake
MB Auction Red River 
Auction Various 
U.S. Auctions
Auction Schools

AuTO	&	TRAnSpORT
Auto Service & Repairs
Auto & Truck Parts
Autos
Trucks
Semi Trucks
Sport Utilities 
Vans 
Vehicles 
Vehicles Wanted

BeeKeepinG	
Honey Bees 
Cutter Bees
Bee Equipment
Belting 
Bio Diesel Equipment 
Books & Magazines 

BuiLDinG	&		
RenOVATiOnS
Concrete Repair 
Doors & Windows 
Electrical & Plumbing
Insulation
Lumber 

Roofing 
Building Supplies 
Buildings
Business Machines 
Business Opportunities 

BuSineSS	SeRViCeS
Crop Consulting
Financial & Legal 
Insurance/Investments 
Butchers Supply 
Chemicals
Clothing/Work wear 
Collectibles 
Compressors 
Computers 

COnTRACTinG
Custom Baling 
Custom Feeding 
Custom Harvest 
Custom Seeding 
Custom Silage 
Custom Spraying 
Custom Trucking 
Custom Tub Grinding 
Custom Work
Construction Equipment 
Dairy Equipment 
Electrical 
Engines 
Entertainment 
Fertilizer

FARM	MAChineRy
Aeration 
Conveyors 
Equipment Monitors 
Fertilizer Equip 
Grain Augers 
Grains Bins 
Grain Carts 
Grain Cleaners 
Grain Dryers 
Grain Elevators 
Grain Handling 
Grain Testers 
Grain Vacuums 

hAyinG	&	hARVeSTinG
Baling Equipment 
Mower Conditioners 
Swathers 

Swather Accessories 
Haying & Harvesting 
Various 

COMBineS
Belarus
Case/IH
Cl 
Caterpillar Lexion
Deutz
Ford/NH 
Gleaner 
John Deere 
Massey Ferguson 
Versatile 
White 
Combines Various
Combine Accessories
Hydraulics 
Irrigation Equipment 
Loaders & Dozers 
Parts & Accessories 
Salvage 
Potato & Row Crop Equip-
ment 
Repairs 
Rockpickers 
Snowblowers/Plows 
Silage Equipment 
Specialty Equipment 

SpRAyinG
Sprayers
Spray Various 

TiLLAGe	&	SeeDinG
Air Drills 
Air Seeders 
Harrows & Packers 
Seeding Various 
Tillage Equipment 
Tillage & Seeding Various 

TRACTORS
Agco 
Allis/Deutz 
Belarus 
Case/IH 
Caterpillar 
Ford
John Deere 
Kubota 
Massey Ferguson 

New Holland 
Steiger 
Universal 
Versatile 
White 
Zetor 
Tractors 2WD 
Tractors 4WD 
Tractors Various 
Farm Machinery Miscel-
laneous 
Farm Machinery Wanted 
Fencing 
Firewood 
Fish Farm 
Forestry/Logging 
Fork Lifts/Pallets 
Fur Farming 
Generators 
GPS 
Health Care 
Heat & Air Conditioning 
Hides/Furs/Leathers 
Hobby & Handicrafts 
Household Items 

LAnDSCApinG
Greenhouses 
Lawn & Garden 

LiVeSTOCK	CATTLe
Cattle Auctions  
Angus 
Black Angus 
Red Angus 
Aryshire 
Belgian Blue 
Blonde d'Aquitaine 
Brahman 
Brangus 
Braunvieh 
BueLingo 
Charolais 
Dairy 
Dexter 
Excellerator 
Galloway 
Gelbvieh 
Guernsey 
Hereford 
Highland 
Holstein 
Jersey 
Limousin 
Lowline 
Luing 
Maine-Anjou 
Miniature 
Murray Grey 
Piedmontese 

Pinzgauer 
Red Poll 
Salers 
Santa Gertrudis 
Shaver Beefblend 
Shorthorn 
Simmental
South Devon
Speckle Park
Tarentaise 
Texas Longhorn 
Wagyu 
Welsh Black 
Cattle Composite 
Cattle Various 
Cattle Wanted

LiVeSTOCK	hORSeS	
Horse Auctions 
American Saddlebred 
Appaloosa
Arabian 
Belgian 
Canadian 
Clydesdale 
Draft 
Donkeys 
Haflinger 
Miniature 
Morgan 
Mules 
Norwegian Ford 
Paint 
Palomino 
Percheron 
Peruvian
Pinto 
Ponies 
Quarter Horse 
Shetland 
Sport Horses 
Standardbred 
Tennessee Walker 
Thoroughbred 
Warmblood 
Welsh 
Horses For Sale 
Horses Wanted 

LiVeSTOCK	Sheep
Sheep Auction 
Arcott 
Columbia 
Dorper 
Dorset 
Katahdin 
Lincoln 
Suffolk 
Texel Sheep 
Sheep For Sale 

Sheep Wanted 

LiVeSTOCK	Swine
Swine Auction 
Swine For Sale 
Swine Wanted 

LiVeSTOCK	poultry
Poultry For Sale 
Poultry Wanted 

LiVeSTOCK	Specialty
Alpacas 
Bison (Buffalo) 
Deer 
Elk 
Goats 
Llama 
Rabbits 
Emu Ostrich Rhea 
Yaks 
Specialty Livestock Vari-
ous 
Livestock Equipment 
Livestock Services & Vet 
Supplies 
Miscellaneous Articles 
Miscellaneous Articles 
Wanted
Musical 
Notices 
On-Line Services 

ORGAniC
Organic Certified 
Organic Food 
Organic Grains 
Personal 
Pest Control
Pets & Supplies 
Photography 
Propane 
Pumps 
Radio, TV & Satellite 

ReAL	eSTATe
Vacation Property 
Commercial Buildings 
Condos 
Cottages & Lots 
Houses & Lots 
Mobile Homes 
Motels & Hotels 
Resorts 

FARMS	&	RAnCheS
British Columbia 
Alberta 
Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 
Pastures 
Farms Wanted 

Acreages/Hobby Farms 
Land For Sale 
Land For Rent 

ReCReATiOnAL		
VehiCLeS
All Terrain Vehicles 
Boats & Water 
Campers & Trailers 
Golf Carts 
Motor Homes 
Motorcycles 
Snowmobiles
Recycling
Refrigeration
Restaurant Supplies
Sausage Equipment 
Sawmills 
Scales 

SeeD/FeeD/GRAin	
pedigreed	Cereal	Seeds
Barley 
Durum 
Oats 
Rye 
Triticale 
Wheat 
Cereals Various 

peDiGReeD		
FORAGe	SeeDS
Alfalfa 
Annual Forage 
Clover 
Forages Various 
Grass Seeds 

peDiGReeD	OiLSeeDS
Canola 
Flax 
Oilseeds Various 

peDiGReeD		
puLSe	CROpS
Beans 
Chickpeas 
Lentil 
Peas 
Pulses Various 

peDiGReeD		
SpeCiALTy	CROpS
Canary Seeds 
Mustard 
Potatoes 
Sunflower 
Specialty Crops Various

COMMOn	SeeD	
Cereal Seeds 
Forage Seeds 
Grass Seeds 

Oilseeds 
Pulse Crops 
Common Seed Various 

FeeD/GRAin
Feed Grain 
Hay & Straw 
Hay & Feed Wanted 
Feed Wanted 
Grain Wanted 
Seed Wanted 
Sewing Machines 
Sharpening Services 
Silos 
Sporting Goods 
Outfitters 
Stamps & Coins 
Swap 
Tanks 
Tarpaulins 
Tenders 
Tickets 
Tires 
Tools 

TRAiLeRS
Grain Trailers 
Livestock Trailers
Trailers Miscellaneous
Travel 
Water Pumps 
Water Treatment
Welding
Well Drilling
Well & Cistern 
Winches

COMMuniTy	CALenDAR
British Columbia 
Alberta 
Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 

CAReeRS
Career Training 
Child Care 
Construction 
Domestic Services 
Farm/Ranch 
Forestry/Log 
Health Care 
Help Wanted 
Management
Mining 
Oil Field 
Professional 
Resume Services
Sales/Marketing
Trades/Tech
Truck Drivers
Employment Wanted

Published by  
Farm Business Communications,
1666 Dublin Avenue,  
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0H1

WINNIPEG OFFICE
Manitoba Co-operator
1666 Dublin Avenue,  
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0H1
Toll-Free in Canada 1-800-782-0794  
Phone 204-954-1415 in Winnipeg    
FAX 204-954-1422 Mailing Address:   
Box 9800, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3K7

Or	(204)	954-1415	in Winnipeg
1-800-782-0794

✁

index
Classification

Your guide to the Classification 
Categories and sub-listings 
within this section.

Call to place your classified ad in the next issue: 1-800-782-0794
FAX	your classified ads to: 204-954-1422  · Or eMAiL your classified ads to: mbclassifieds@fbcpublishing.com

Selling?
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ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES
Antiques For Sale

2 SETS OF LIGHT driving harness; 2 sets of gener-
al purpose leather harness; Scotch tops; Antique  
ivory spread rings; several horse collars; several  
leather halters; cutter tongue eaveners & neck  
yokes; a good selection of antique horse machin- 
ery. Phone:(204)242-2809.

ANTIQUES
Antiques Wanted

PARTS FOR A LEVER-LIFT Rumely steamer 
plow. Phone:(204)735-2567.

AUCTION SALES

AUCTION SALES
Manitoba Auctions – Red River

Winkler, MB • 1-204-325-4433

UPCOMING 2013 AUCTIONS
LArGe FArM

eqUIPMeNT AUCTIONS
FOr Terry rACh

South WeSt of Morden, MB
April 9 - 10 AM

FOr PINTerITS FArMS
north of elie, MB

April 11 - 10 AM

FOr ed & LAUrA FrIeSeN
MorriS, MB

April 12 - 5 pM 

FOr FrI MAr FArMS
WeSt of roSenort, MB

April 13 - 10 AM

FOr CrAIG STOrey
north eASt of dArlingford, MB

April 18 - 10 AM 

FOr rATTAI BrOTherS 
JAMeS & ALLeN

north eASt of BeAuSejour, MB
April 27 - 10 AM

Now is a good time to talk to us about 
your Spring and Summer 2013 Auctions

See our webiste
www.billklassen.com

or call 204-325-4433 cell 6230
for listing and photos. We are a full 

service auction company. 
Allow our years of service and Product 

Knowledge to work for you at your auction.

AUTO & TRANSPORT

AUTO  &  TRANSPORT
Auto Service & Repairs

DOES YOUR POWERSTROKE NEED help? Does 
it run rough? Lose coolant? Hard start? We have  
scanners & equipment to repair your diesel. Spe- 
cializing in the 7.3L & 6.0L Powerstroke. We repair  
anything from injectors to head gaskets to turbos to  
transmissions to brakes. We can supply reasonably  
priced injectors & high performance turbos. Give us  
a call to get your Superduty running smooth. Frie- 
sen Tractor, Riding Mountain (204)476-0791.

AUCTION SALES
Manitoba Auctions – Westman

AUCTION SALES
Manitoba Auctions – Westman

AUTO  &  TRANSPORT
Auto & Truck Parts

REMANUFACTURED DSL ENGINES: GM 6.5L 
$4,750 installed; Ford/IH 7.3L $4950 installed; GM  
Duramax/Ford 6.0L, $8,500 installed; new 6.5L en- 
gines $6500; 24V 5.9L Cummins, $7,500 installed;  
other new/used & reman. engines available, can  
ship or install. Thickett Engine Rebuilding,  
204-532-2187, Binscarth. 8:00am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri.

AUTO  &  TRANSPORT
Trucks

FOR SALE: 1975 GMC 6500 truck 8x16 box & 
hoist, 5x2 trans, 10-20 tires, new safety, $6,300  
OBO; 1993 F250 7.3 engine, automatic trans, ex- 
tended cab, bucket seats, $2,600 OBO. Phone  
(204)745-2784.

AUTO  &  TRANSPORT
Vehicles Various

OVER 200 VEHICLES LOTS OF DIESELS 
www.thoens.com Chrysler Dodge (800)667-4414   
Wynyard, Sk.

BUILDING & RENOVATIONS

BUILDING & RENOVATIONS
Roofing

PRICE TO CLEAR!!
75 truckloads 29 gauge full hard 
100,000PSI high tensile roofing & 
siding. 16 colours to choose from.

B-Gr. coloured......................70¢/ft.2

Multi-coloured millends.........49¢/ft.2

Ask about our blowout colours...65¢/ft.2

Also in stock low rib white 29 ga. ideal for 
archrib buildings

BEAT THE PRICE  
INCREASES CALL NOW

FOUILLARD STEEL 
SUPPLIES LTD.
ST. LAZARE, MB.
1-800-510-3303

BUILDINGS

AFAB INDUSTRIES IS YOUR SUPERIOR post 
frame building company. For estimates and infor- 
mation call 1-888-816-AFAB(2322). Website:  
www.postframebuilding.com

CONCRETE FLATWORK: Specializing in place & 
finish of concrete floors. Can accommodate any  
floor design. References available. Alexander, MB.  
204-752-2069.

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES

SELLING NEVIN SEEDS, a well established bird 
seed company, included in sale are all bagging &  
packaging equip, bins, etc. as well as business con- 
tacts. Reason for selling: semi-retiring.  
Phone:(204)763-4470 or (204)761-3931.

BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS  SERVICES
Crop Consulting

FARM CHEMICAL SEED COMPLAINTS
We also specialize in: Crop Insurance appeals; 

Chemical drift; Residual herbicide; Custom operator 
issues; Equipment malfunction; Yield comparisons, 
Plus Private Investigations of any nature. With our 

assistance the majority of our clients have received 
compensation previously denied. Back-Track 

Investigations investigates, documents your loss and 
assists in settling your claim.
Licensed Agrologist on Staff.

For more information
Please call 1-866-882-4779

CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT

WANTED TO BUY an excavator, prefer 200-270 
JD, Komatsu, Hitachi or Case, prefer 2000-2005,  
has to have thumb. Phone (204)871-0925.

FARM MACHINERY
FARM  MACHINERY
Fertilizer Equipment

FERTILIZER SPREADERS, 4-9-TONNE, $2500 
up; Large selection 8T tender, $2500; 16T, $5900.  
www.zettlerfarmequipment.com  (204)857-8403.

FARM  MACHINERY
Grain Bins

BIG BINS & FLOORS at old prices, 20,000-56,000-
bu. bins holding prices until spring. NEW MOIS- 
TURE CABLES! Call Wall Grain for details  
(204)269-7616 or (306)244-1144 or (403)393-2662.

CUSTOM BIN MOVING Book now! Fert Tanks. 
Hopper Bins/flat. Buy/Sell. Call Tim (204)362-7103  
or E-mail Requests binmovers@hotmail.com

SUKUP GRAIN BINS Heavy Duty, hopper or flat bot-
tom, setup available. Early order discount pricing
now in effect. Call for more info (204)998-9915

WANTED: NEW OR USED grain bin hoppers, w/ or 
w/o skids, w/ or w/o bins. Phone (204)655-3458 pls  
lvg message.

FARM  MACHINERY
Grain Cleaners

2-2 ROLL 245 CARTER Day graters w/aspirators. 
2-2 roll 245 Carter Day graters wo/aspirators. Many  
Shelves for the above machines. Magic box w/4  
Canola spirals. Phone:Ed Bergen, Sanford, MB.  
(204)736-2278 or Cell (204)782-3234.

WANTED: GRAVITY TABLE IN good condition, 
400 Kip Kelly or larger capacity, or equivalent.  
Phone (204)655-3458 pls lvg message.

BUILDINGSBUILDINGS

FARM  MACHINERY
Grain Dryers

2408 GRAIN HANDLER DRYER 4 yr Old Grain 
Handler Dryer. Very Good Shape. Power on the  
dryer is 480V. This is a very clean & well taken care  
of machine. Capable of drying all types of grains in- 
cluding seed grains at equal rates. Capacity of the  
dryer: 1300-bph 5-pts 800-bph 10-pts. This price  
below doesn’t include shipping or set up. Customer  
is welcome to come PU & set up them selfs if want- 
ed. Customer is responsible for all taxes or duty  
fees required to get across the border. PRICE:  
$87,000. (701)778-8927

NEW SUKUP GRAIN DRYERS w/canola screens, 1 or
3PH, LP or NG. Efficient & easy to operate. Early Or-
der discount pricing now in effect. (204)998-9915

NEW MC DRYERS IN STOCK w/canola screens 
300-2,000 BPH units. Why buy used, when you get  
new fuel efficient & better quality & control w/MC.  
Call Wall Grain for details (204)269-7616 or  
(306)244-1144 or (403)393-2662.

FARM  MACHINERY
Grain Handling

WALINGA GRAIN VACS
Tired of shovelling out your bins, 

unhealthy dust and awkward augers?

Walinga manufactures a complete line 
of grain vacs to suit your every need. 

With no filters to plug and less 
damage done to your product than an 

auger, you’re sure to find the right 
system to suit you. Call now for a free 
demonstration or trade in your old vac 

towards a new 
Walinga agri-Vac!

Fergus, On: (519) 787-8227
carman, MB: (204) 745-2951

Davidson, SK: (306) 567-3031

FARM  MACHINERY
Haying & Harvesting – Various

Rebuild combine table augers 
Rebuild hydraulic cylinders

Roller mills regrooved
MFWD housings rebuilt

Steel and aluminum welding
Machine Shop Service

Line boreing and welding

Penno’s Machining & Mfg. Ltd.
Eden, MB  204-966-3221

Fax: 204-966-3248
Check out A & I online parts store 

www.pennosmachining.com

Rebuilt Concaves

Combines

FARM  MACHINERY
Combine – Case/IH

2008 CASE-IH 2588 combine w/2015 PU, 476 sep 
hrs, 594 engine hrs, Pro 600 monitor, y/m, rice  
tires, hopper topper, shedded, heavy soil machine,  
$170,000 open to offers. (204)735-2886,  
(204)981-5366.

FARM  MACHINERY
Combine – John Deere

YEAR END SALE AT WHOLESALE PRICES: JD 
930 Flex w/Crary air reel,$10,900; 930 Flex w/new  
Crary air reel, $16,750; 06 635 Hydraflex, $18,840.  
Also have new 30-ft pole header trailer w/lights,  
$3,000; New 38-ft header trailer w/front dollies, 
2-rear axles w/brakes & lights $6,800. 
Phone:(204)746-6605 or (204)325-2496.

FARM  MACHINERY
Combine – Various

COMBINE WORLD located 20 min. E of 
Saskatoon, SK on Hwy. #16. 1 year warranty on 
all new, used, and rebuilt parts. Canada’s largest 
inventory of late model combines & swathers. 
1-800-667-4515 www.combineworld.com

FARM  MACHINERY
Combine – Accessories

FLEX PLATFORMS, CORN HEADS, Rigid Plat-
forms- for all makes combines. JD 925, 930, 630,  
635 Flex; CIH 1020 25-30 ft. Flex; JD 925 Rigid;  
NH 971 24 ft. Rigid; JD 643, 843, 893, 1293; CIH  
1083 Corn heads. Call Gary Reimer  
(204)326-7000, Reimer Farm Equipment located  
#12 Hwy N, Steinbach, MB  www.reimerfarmequip- 
ment.com

HEADER TRAILERS & ACCESSORIES.
 Arc-Fab Industries. 204-355-9595  
charles@arcfab.ca   www.arcfab.ca

FARM  MACHINERY
Loaders & Dozers

BUHLER ALLIED LOADER MODEL 2895-S w/joy-
stick, bucket & grabel fork, fits 9820 Case IH, load- 
er built for 150-250 HP, $7,500. Phone  
(204)871-0925.

FARM  MACHINERY
Parts & Accessories

Harvest Salvage Co. Ltd.
1-866-729-9876

5150 Richmond Ave. East
BRANDON, MB.

www.harvestsalvage.ca

New, Used & Re-man. Parts
Tractors   Combines   Swathers

“For All Your Farm Parts”
www.fyfeparts.com

1-800-667-9871 • Regina
1-800-667-3095 • Saskatoon
1-800-387-2768 • Winnipeg
1-800-222-6594 • Edmonton

FYFE PARTS

The Real Used FaRm PaRTs 
sUPeRsToRe

Over 2700 Units for Salvage
• TRACTORS • COMBINES 
• SWATHERS • DISCERS

Call Joe, leN oR daRWIN
(306) 946-2222

monday-Friday - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

WATROUS SALVAGE
WaTRoUs, sK.

Fax: 306-946-2444

NEW WOBBLE BOXES for Macdon JD, NH, 
IH, headers. Made in Europe, factory quality. 
Get it direct from Western Canada’s sole 
distributor starting at $995. 1-800-667-4515. 
www.combineworld.com

NEW & USED TRACTOR PARTS
NEW COMBINE PARTS

STEINBACH, MB.
Ph. 326-2443

Toll-Free 1-800-881-7727
Fax (204) 326-5878

Web site: farmparts.ca
E-mail: roy@farmparts.ca

Large Inventory of 
new and remanufactured parts 

FARM  MACHINERY
Salvage

GOODS USED TRACTOR PARTS: (204)564-2528 
or 1-877-564-8734, Roblin, MB.

TRACTORS FOR PARTS: IHC 1486, 1086, 886, 
1066, 966, 1256, 656, 844, 806, 706, 660, 650,  
560, 460, 624, 606, 504, 434, 340, 275, 240-4, W9,  
WD6, W6, W4, H, 340, B-414; CASE 4890, 4690,  
2096, 2394, 2390, 2290, 2090, 2470, 1370, 1270,  
1175, 1070, 970, 870, 1030, 930, 830, 730, 900,  
800, 700, 600, 400, DC4, SC; MF 2745, 1805,  
1155, 1135, 1105, 1100, 2675, 1500, 1085, 1080,  
65, Super 90, 88, 202, 44, 30; JD 8640, 3140,  
6400, 5020, 4020, 3020, 4010, 3010, 710; Cock- 
shutt 1900, 1855, 1850, 1800, 1655, 1650, 560, 80,  
40, 30; Oliver 66; White 4-150, 2-105; AC 7060,  
7045, 7040, 190XT, 190, 170, WF; Deutz DX130,  
DX85, 100-06, 90-06, 80-05, 70-06; Volvo 800,  
650; Universal 651, 640; Ford 7600, 6000, 5000,  
Super Major, Major; Belarus 5170, 952, 825, 425,   
MM 602, U, M5; Vers 700, 555, 145, 118; Steiger  
210 Wildcat; Hesston 780. Also have parts for com- 
bines, swathers, square & round balers, tillage,  
press drills, & other misc machinery. MURPHY  
SALVAGE (204)858-2727 or toll free  
1-877-858-2728 .

FARM  MACHINERY
Potato & Row Crop Equipment

LOOKING FOR POTATO WASHER & white pota-
toes. Phone (204)638-8415, Dauphin.
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WinnipegAustin
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Westman 

Interlake 

Red River 

Parkland – North of Hwy 1; west of PR 242,
 following the west shore of Lake Manitoba 

and east shore of Lake Winnipegosis.
Westman – South of Hwy 1; west of PR 242.
Interlake – North of Hwy 1; east of PR 242, 

following the west shore of Lake Manitoba 
and east shore of Lake Winnipegosis.

Red River – South ofHwy 1; east of PR 242.

AUCTION DISTRICTS

ROSS TAYLOR 
AUCTION SERVICE

MURRAY RANKIN
AUCTION 

Two of the leading full time auction companies
in Southwestern MB & Southeastern SK

We are full time, full service, local auction companies who will provide that 
personal touch to your sale. BOOK EARLY to be included in our extensive 

advertising package…
Which includes upcoming Ag Days in Brandon, Redvers Trade Show, 
Our Full Colour Spring Catalogue, Full Colour Sale Flyers, Ads in all 

major and local papers and Spots on 4 Radio Stations

UPCOMING SALES BOOKED FOR 2013
Tues. Apr. 9, 2013 Farm Auction  Killarney, MB
Mon. Apr. 15, 2013 Farm Auction  Deloraine, MB
Tues. Apr. 16, 2013 Farm Auction  Clearwater, MB
Wed. Apr. 17, 2013 Farm Auction  Bellegarde, SK
Sat. Aug. 3, 2013 Antique Tractor Auction Miniota,MB

• Same Day Guaranteed Settlement
• Pre-Sale Set-Up
• Multi-Parcel Land Auctions
• Mobile Offi ce
• Mobile Sound System
• Mobile Catering Service
• Free Consultations

• Portable Spotless Washrooms
• People Mover
• Licensed Livestock Dealers
• FCC Financing Available On

Machinery Over $5000 On
Approved Credit

Fully staffed to handle all auction needs

OUR SERVICE INCLUDES:

Ross Taylor Auction
Thinking of an Auction. Call Us

We Care Before, During and After Your Auction
Visit our web site www.rosstaylorauction.com

For a no obligation consultation please
Call Toll free 877-617-2537 Ross 204-522-5356

Murray 204-534-7401 Brock 204-522-6396
LICENSE # MB 1300 SK # 909917

LOT’S OF SALE DATES STILL AVAILABLE!

WE SELL SALES! SALES SELL US!

Combine ACCessories

Advertise your unwanted equipment in the Classifieds. 
Call our toll-free number and place your ad with our 
friendly staff, and don’t forget to ask about our prepay-
ment bonus. Prepay for 3 weeks and get 2 weeks free! 
1-800-782-0794.

Go public with an ad in the Manitoba Co-operator clas-
sifieds. Phone 1-800-782-0794.

We know that farming is enough of a gamble so if you 
want to sell it fast place your ad in the Manitoba Co-
operator classifieds. It’s a Sure Thing. Call our toll-free 
number today. We have friendly staff ready to help. 
1-800-782-0794. 

Do you want to target Manitoba farmers? Place your 
ad in the Manitoba Co-operator. Manitoba’s best-read 
farm publication.

Call our toll-free number to take advantage of our Pre-
payment Bonus. Prepay for 3 weeks and we’ll run your 
ad 2 more weeks for free. That’s 5 weeks for the price 
of 3. Call 1-800-782-0794 today!
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FARM  MACHINERY
Rockpickers

WANTED: COMPLETE FORK OR grille for a 7800 
Degelman Super Picker. Phone:(204)648-7338. St.  
Rose, MB.

FARM  MACHINERY
Snowblowers, Plows

FOR SALE: SHULTE 7-FT front mount snow blow-
er, cylinders included, good condition, $800; Loader  
arms & cylinders for Leon front-end loader, no  
mounts, $500. Phone:(204)825-8354 or  
(204)825-2784.

Tillage & Seeding

FARM  MACHINERY
Tillage & Seeding – Air Drills

2006 CASE CONCORD ATX 3310 w/ADX 2230 
tank, C-shank, Bourgault knock-ons, 3-in. Carbide  
Tip Openers, 10-in. spacing, excellent condition,  
low acs. Always shedded. (204)467-2787.

FOR SALE: 33-FT FLEXI-COIL 5000 Air Drill 
w/1720 tank, 9-in spacing. Phone (204)825-2334 or  
(204)825-7127.

FARM  MACHINERY
Tillage & Seeding – Seeding

JD 610 AIR SEEDER 41-ft., harrows Haukaas 
markers c/w flexicoil air cart, 3 tanks, 2320 model,  
good working condition, $17,000 OBO. Phone  
(204)792-4257, Oakbank, MB.

TracTors

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – White

1979 WHITE 2/155 2WD 150-HP, 8,800-hrs, lots of 
new parts, good rubber, w/Leon 808 loader & joy- 
stick, like new, can sell separate, $14,500 OBO.  
(204)825-7337

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – Case/IH

CASE IH 140-HP 5088, 3-PTH, FEL, cab & A/C, 
very good rubber, $17,000. Phone (204)871-0925.

CIH 4240 MFWD, 3-PT., 2,215-hrs, Loader 
$24,000. Call Gary Reimer (204)326-7000, Reimer  
Farm Equipment located #12 Hwy N, Steinbach,  
MB www.reimerfarmequipment.com

FOR SALE: 2290 CASE 1982 3,300 original hours, 
very good shape. Phone:(204)768-9090.

TRACKMAN TRACKS FOR STX450 Quad, brand 
new, $7,500 each. 2 used scraper tracks for  
STX450, no rips or tears, $4,500 each.  
(204)871-0925

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – John Deere

1979 JD 4440, W/148 FEL w/joystick, $19,500. www.
waltersequipment.com (204)525-4521, Minito-nas, MB.

JD 3130 W/CAB HEAT, low hrs, 3PTH, excellent 
for snowblower & all around utility tractor, $12,500.  
Can take trade. Phone: (204)746-6605 or  
(204)325-2496.

JD 4020 W/CAB, LOADER & bale fork. 
Phone:(204)239-0035.

JD 7320 24-SPD LH Rev Trans, MFWD, 6,500-hrs, 
741 JD Loader, $69,500. Call Gary Reimer (204)326-
7000. Reimer Farm Equipment Located #12 Hwy N, 
Steinbach, MB www.reimerfarmequip-ment.com

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – 2 Wheel Drive

STEVE’S TRACTOR REBUILDER specializing in 
JD tractors in need of repair or burnt, or will buy for  
parts. JD parts available. Phone: 204-466-2927 or  
cell: 204-871-5170, Austin.

FARM  MACHINERY
Tractors – Various

MAGNETO FOR OLIVER TRACTOR for sale or 
trade for a Case Mag. Phone (204)436-2140.

OLIVER 88’ STANDARD PTO & hydraulic, side 
curtains, excellent tires, runs good, asking $2500.  
Phone:(306)898-2343 lvg msg, Bredenbury SK.

FARM  MACHINERY
Machinery Miscellaneous

1998 FORD LX 4X4, 4WD drive, half ton, 
143,992-km, V6, 4.2 engine, safetied, $5,490 OBO,  
very good; 1999 Ols Intrigue GLS Sedan, V6, 3.8  
engine, counsel trans, bronze colour, no rust, safe- 
tied, $3,290 OBO; New HD LR 177 1,250-gal Equi- 
nox tank, yellow, retail $878, special $565; New LR  
175 Equinox tank, 1,250-gal tank, black  retail  
$578, 1 left special $425; 1 New Honda motor  
20-HP electric start, V twin, oil alert, retail $2,080  
special $1,800. (204)822-1354, cell (204)823-1559.

70-FT. HEAVY DIAMOND HARROWS, $1,750; 
7x41 Allied Auger, $300; Service tank w/pump,  
$165. Phone (204)745-2784.

FOR SALE: ANTIQUE MODEL JD Model D; Ma-
nure Scrapers for cleaning chicken barn; Outback  
Guidance System; Electric motors 1/4, 1/2, 1 &  
2-HP. Phone (204)895-1650

FOR SALE: VARIOUS PARTS for Intl crawlers 
T.D.6 & T.D.9. Also parts for JD 1010 crawler &  
complete 7-ft. angle dozer. Phone (204)376-5082.

INTERNATIONAL 810 SUNFLOWER HEADER 
w/trailer 20-ft, $3000; 820 Flexhead, $2000; 1020  
30-ft, $8000; JD 925, $6500; JD 930, $7500; Large  
selection used grain carts, 450-1050-bu also  
Gravity wagons, 250-750-bu; new 400-bu w/12T  
wagon, $7100; 600-bu, $12,000; tarps available;  
grain screeners, hutch #1500, $1500; #1600,  
$2000; DMI 48-in, $2500; Kwik Kleen 5 tube,  
$4500; 7 tube, $6500; Hutchmaster rock cushion  
disc 25-ft, $9500; JD 331 30-ft, $9500; Bushog 21- 
ft, $7000; DMI ripper 7 shank, $11,900; Valmar ap- 
plicator, $850. Phone (204)857-8403.

ROTARY MOWERS: JD 709, $3000; Woods 7-ft, 
$3000; Woods 10-ft Batwing, $3500; 15-ft Batwing,  
$4500; IH 9-ft Sicle mower, $1650; NH 9-ft, $2200;  
Balers: JD 535, $5900; JD 530, $3900; JD 510, 
$1500; Scrapers: 440, $3900; 640, $5000; New 
Box Scrapers: 10-ft, $2250; 12-ft, $2450; 9-ft 3-PH  
blade, $900; JD 780 spreader, $8000; New Idea  
#3634, $4000; H-S 400-bu, $2500; Meyers 550,  
$11,900; Summers 70-ft heavy harrow, $14,000;  
Degelman 70-ft Strawmaster, $22,000; Leon 12-ft  
blade, $3000; 10-ft, $2500. Phone (204)857-8403

SKIDSTEERS BOBCAT 530, $4,900; Mustang 
332, $4,500; Gehl 6625, $12,900; Snowblowers V- 
Type 3-PH, $250; Homemade 3 Auger, $1,000; 8-ft.  
Single Auger, $800; Lorentz 8-ft. $1,700; McKee 7- 
ft., $1,400; Front Blade Leon 12-ft., $3,000; 10-ft.  
$2,000; JD 9-ft., $2,500; Breaking Disc 12-ft. Ke- 
wannee, $18,000; Weigh Wagon Auger, $2,500;  
150-bu. Feeder Cart, $750; 12-ft. Feed Body,  
$1,500; Harsh Feed Cart, $6,000; ROORDA Feed  
Cart, $2,000. Phone (204)857-8403.

WHITE 31-FT TANDEM DISC & Suzuki 185 
4-wheeler. Call Jack Bullied (204)526-2857.

WIRELESS DRIVEWAY ALARMS, calving/foaling 
barn cameras, video surveillance, rear view came- 
ras for RV’s, trucks, combines, seeders, sprayers  
and augers. Mounted on magnet. Calgary, Ab.  
(403)616-6610. www.FAAsecurity.com

FARM  MACHINERY
Machinery Wanted

WANTED: DISC, TANDEM OR off-set. Must be in 
good shape & able to operate in stones. 15 or 16-ft.  
Phone:(204)837-1553

WANTED: Intl 7200 42-ft. hoe press drill. WANT-
ED: Wallis & Massey Harris cast top radiators, any 
condition. WANTED: Wallis tool box lid. Phone 
(204)826-2554.

HEAT  &  AIR CONDITIONING

The Icynene Insulation 
System® 

• Sprayed foam insulation 
• Ideal for shops, barns or homes 
• Healthier, Quieter, More 
 Energy Efficient® 

www.penta.ca 1-800-587-4711

Friesen Built Inc. 
1-866-388-4004   1-204-388-6150

DELUXE WOOD & WATER OUTDOOR 
FURNACES CSA APPROVED

SELLING FAST - BOOK NOW 
Don’t be disappointed! 

Factory Direct Outlet 

$4997 
This is not 
a misprint!! 

FC30HD Unit 
plus accessories 

Now available North American wide at prices never seen before 

You receive base pump, rad hose, insulation, 
fittings, rust inhibitor PLUS our FC30HD (can 
heat 1 building) WOOD WATER FURNACE 
Some claim this is “North America’s Hottest Deal!” 

Mastercard, 
Visa &Interac 

available 

Introductory 
Doorcrasher 

Special

IRON  &  STEEL

FREE STANDING CORRAL PANELS, Feeders & 
Alley ways, 30ft or order to size. Oil Field Pipe: 1.3,  
1.6, 1.9, 1 7/8, 2-in, 2 3/8, 2 7/8, 3 1/2. Sucker Rod:  
3/4, 7/8, 1. Casing Pipes: 4-9inch. Sold by the piece  
or semi load lots. For special pricing call Art  
(204)685-2628 or cell (204)856-3440.

FULL LINE OF COLORED & galvanized roofing, 
siding & accessories, structural steel, tubing, plate,  
angles, flats, rounds etc. Phone:1-800-510-3303, 
Fouillard Steel Supplies Ltd, St Lazare.

LIVESTOCK
LIVESTOCK

Cattle Auctions

CONSIGNING TO SPRING CREEK Simm & Guest 
Consignors Sale at Virden Auction Market in Vird- 
en, MB. Dec 14th 2012 at 1:00pm. Featuring regis- 
tered Red & Black Angus X Simm. Bred heifers.  
Mostly bred Black Angus. Visitors Welcome. Check  
out our bull pen. Sun Rise Simmentals Spy Hill, SK.  
Phone (306)534-4700 cell (306)745-7431.

Renew your subscription to the Manitoba Co-operator 
for 2 years BEFORE we mail your renewal notice, and 
we'll extend your subscription by 2 additional months. 
That's 26 months for the price of 24. OR - Renew for 
one year and receive 13 months for the price of 12!

Your expiry  
date is located  
on your  
publication's  
mailing label.

save!

1·800·782·0794

Canadian Subscribers U.S. Subscribers

Payment Enclosed

❑ 1 Year: $51.45* 
❑ 2 Years $90.82*  *Taxes included

❑ 1 Year: $150.00
(US Funds)

❑ Cheque     ❑ Money Order     ❑ Visa     ❑ Mastercard

Make cheque or money order payable to Manitoba Co-operator and mail to: 

Box 9800, Stn. Main, Winnipeg, MB  R3C 3K7

Help us make the Manitoba Co-operator an even better read! 
Please fill in the spaces below that apply to you. Thank you!

Visa/MC #:

Expiry: Phone:_____________________________

Email:____________________________________________________

Email: subscription@fbcpublishing.com

Renew early and

Call, email or mail us today!

MSER: 12345   2010/12  PUB
John Smith
Company Name
123 Example St.
Town, Province, POSTAL CODE

ATTACH YOUR MAILING LABEL HERE

My Main crops are:  No. of acres
1.  Wheat ____________ 
2. Barley ____________ 
3. Oats ____________ 
4. Canola ____________ 
5. Flax ____________ 
6. Durum ____________
7. Rye ____________
8. Peas ____________
9. Chick Peas ____________
Livestock Enterpise  No. of head
1.  Registered Beef ____________ 
2. Commercial Cow ____________ 
3. Fed Cattle (sold yearly) ____________
4. Hog Weaners (sold yearly) __________

My Main crops are:  No. of acres
10.  Lentils  ___________
11. Dry Beans  ___________
12. Hay  ___________
13. Pasture  ___________
14. Summerfallow  ___________
15. Alfalfa  ___________
16. Forage Seed  ___________
17. Mustard  ___________
18. Other (specify)  ___________
Livestock Enterpise  No. of head
5. Hog farrow-to-finish (# sows) ______
6. Finished Pigs (sold yearly) _________
7. Dairy Cows  ___________
8. Other Livestock (specify) __________

q	 I’m farming or ranching
q	 	I own a farm or ranch but i'm 

not involved in it's operations or 
management

If you're not the owner/operator of a 
farm are you:
q	 In agri-business 
(bank, elevator, ag supplies etc.)
q	 Other

Occasionally Farm Business Communications makes its list of subscribers available to other reputable firms 
whose products and services may be of interest to you. If you PReFeR NOt tO ReCeIve such farm-related 
offers please check the box below.
q		I PReFeR MY NAMe AND ADDReSS NOt Be MADe AvAILABLe tO OtHeRS

total farm size (including rented land)_______________ Year of birth________

✁

TAKE FIVE

Sudoku
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Puzzle by websudoku.com

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes.  
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Last week's answer

We know that farming is enough of a gamble so if you 
want to sell it fast place your ad in the Manitoba Co-
operator classifieds. It’s a Sure Thing. Call our toll-free 
number today. We have friendly staff ready to help. 
1-800-782-0794
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LIVESTOCK
Cattle Auctions

REGULAR SALE
Every Friday 9AM

BRED COW SALE
December 3 @ 9:00 am

Dispersal of 60 bred cows. Red Angus/Simmental X
Also dispersal of 20 black heifers and 

30 red and black cows

Special Holstein Feeder Sale
November 30 @ 9:00 am

Receiving open until 10PM Thursdays 

NEXT SHEEP & GOAT SALE 
Wednesday, December 5 @ 1:00 pm

Gates Open
Mon.-Wed. 8AM-4PM

Thurs. 8AM-10PM
Friday 8AM-6PM

Sat. 8AM-4PM

We Will Buy Cattle Direct On Farm
For more information call: 204-694-8328

or Jim Christie 204-771-0753
www.winnipeglivestocksales.com

Licence #1122

For more information please call Whitewood 
Livestock at 306-735-2822 or check our website 

at www.whitewoodlivestock.com 
for more information and pictures of this sale

Bred Cow & Heifer Sale
Friday, December 7 2012 at 11:00 am

Highway #1 West, Whitewood, Sask.
EXPECTING 350 COWS FOR THIS SALE

Dispersal for Dwayne & Mary Kovach
Of 100 Charolais (70%) Red (30%) Bred Cows Including

15 Heifers Bred Charolais and Red Angus. 
Majority 7 years and younger

Dispersal for Donald Boardman Estate
Of 50 Simmx/Charx Cows Including 6 Heifers Bred 

Charolais.  Majority under 7 years

Dispersal for Lanny Sostorics
Of 40 Tan & Red Cows Bred Red Angus or Charolais

• 50 Red & Black Cows Bred Black
• 5 Red Cows Bred Simm or Char
• 12 Simm Cows, Younger, Bred Simm
• 17 Blk and Red Heifers Bred Black
• 15-20 Angus, Char Cows Bred Angus, Char
• 10-15 Angus Bred Angus or Hereford 

(may include fall pairs)
• 30 Mixed Cows Bred Black Angus

LIVESTOCK
Cattle Auctions

BRED HEIFER SALE
TUESDAY DEC. 4th - 11:00am

COOK RANCH
 350 Black & Black & Black Baldie Heifers

100 Red & Red Neck heifers
All bred Black Angus

Due to start calving April 15th 
(60 day calving period)

All Preg-tested, and Fully vaccinated.

For complete information, pictures, 
and videos of heifers, click on

www.srauctionmart.com
or contact 

Myles Masson 204-447-2266 or 
Clint Robertson 204-843-2986

GRUNTHAL, MB.
AGENT FOR T.E.A.M. MARKETING

Sales Agent for
HIQUAL INDUSTRIES
Livestock Handling Equipment for info 

regarding products or pricing, please call 
our offi ce. We also have a line of Agri-blend 
all natural products for your livestock needs. 

(protein tubs, blocks, minerals, etc)
For on farm appraisal of livestock

or for marketing information please call
Harold Unrau (Manager) Cell 871 0250

Auction Mart (204) 434-6519
MB. Livestock Dealer #1111

GRUNTHAL LIVESTOCK
AUCTION MART. LTD.

REGULAR CATTLE SALES 
EVERY TUESDAY AT 9 AM

Saturday, December 1st
Wilkinridge Stock Farm Production Sale

 at 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 8th
Bred Cow & Heifer Sale

at 10:00 a.m.

Monday, December 10th
Sheep and Goat sale with small animals 

at 12 Noon

WWW.GRUNTHALLIVESTOCK.COM

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Angus

10 ANGUS HEIFERS, 1000-LBS, bred to Black 
Anugs bull. To calve spring of 2013. Also 10 black 
cows bred Black Angus, due March-April. Phone 
(204)886-2083, Teulon.

200 VERY GOOD BRED BLACK ANGUS heifers 
born Spring 2011 in Southwest SK. AI bred to Final 
Answer, Right Answer & other easy calving BW 74, 
78, 88, Angus bulls. Calving date approx March 
24th, 2013. Call Harry Dalke (204)822-3643 cell 
(204)362-4101, Morden, MB.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Black Angus

90 BRED HEIFERS ANGUS, Angus Hereford cross 
from our own range, calving herd begin calving Feb 
20th. Bred to calving ease Black Angus bulls, preg 
checked, vaccinated. Phone mornings or evenings 
(204)873-2525, Clearwater.

FOR SALE: 35 BRED Black Angus cows, bred to 
registered black angus bull, cows have been preg 
checked & vaccinated. Please call Jeff 
(204)612-1734.

Keystone Klassic Red & Black Angus Sale Sat., 
Dec. 1st, 1:00pm, Keystone Centre, Brandon, MB. 
Offering 75 females, including an elite selection of 
foundation bred heifers & fancy heifer calves. For a 
catalogue or more info contact T Bar C Cattle Co. 
Ltd at (306)933-4200 (PL #116061). View the cata-
logue online at www.BuyAgro.com

MJT CATTLE CO. LTD. Hereford & Black Angus 
Herd Dispersal. Tues., Dec. 4th, 11:00am MST at 
the ranch, Edgerton, AB. 14-mi East of Wainwright 
on Hwy 14, 11.5-mi North on #894. Selling 430 reg-
istered Hereford & Black Angus one iron, ranch 
raised females. Herd bulls sell. View & bid online at 
www.LiveAuctions.TV For a catalogue or more info 
Contact Mick (780)755-2224 or T Bar C Cattle Co. 
(306)933-4200. View the catalogue online at 
www.buyagro.com

OSSAWA ANGUS AT MARQUETTE, MB has for 
sale 1-5yr old herd sire & 6-20mo old bulls, ready 
for fall breeding. Phone:(204)375-6658.

REG BLACK ANGUS BULL calves for sale, low 
birth weight & very quiet, started on grain & ready 
to go, buy now & save. EPD’s & delivery avail. 
(204)843-2287.

ATTN: FARMERS & RANCHERS
Plan to attend a complete dispersal of 160 cows 

& 40 heifers for John & Janet Darknell
at the Ashern Auction Mart on 
Fri., Dec. 7th, 2012 at 11:00am

Sale will consist of:
160 Angus Cows 70% Black, 30% Red

All bred Black Angus
40 Black Heifers Bred Black Angus

Bulls out on June 1st & pulled on Oct 1st
Cows & heifers on full health program

Cows will be preg checked prior to the sale
Cows being sold due to health reasons 
For more info call John (204)768-0324

Bud (204)768-0018 or Kirk (204)768-0019
Can also be viewed on www.globalauction.com 

or www.ashernauction.com
Lic #1128

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Red Angus

F BAR & ASSOCIATES ANGUS bulls for sale. 
Choose from 20, two yr old & yearling Red & Black 
Angus bulls. Great genetics, easy-handling, semen 
tested, delivery avail. Discount if purchased & deliv-
ered before Dec 31st. Call for sales list or other de-
tails. Inquiries & visitors are welcome. We are locat-
ed in Eddystone, MB, about 20-mi East of Ste 
Rose, or 25-mi West of Lake Manitoba Narrows, 
just off Hwy 68. Call Allen & Merilyn Staheli 
(204)448-2124, E-mail amstaheli@inethome.ca

HAMCO CATTLE CO. HAS registered Red Angus 
bred heifers for sale. Calving Feb-Apr. Some AI 
bred. Call Glen, Albert or Larissa Hamil-
ton:(204)827-2358 or (204)526-0705.

Keystone Klassic Red & Black Angus Sale Sat., 
Dec. 1st, 1:00pm, Keystone Centre, Brandon, MB. 
Offering 75 females, including an elite selection of 
foundation bred heifers & fancy heifer calves. For a 
catalogue or more info contact T Bar C Cattle Co. 
Ltd at (306)933-4200 (PL #116061). View the cata-
logue online at www.BuyAgro.com

RED ANGUS BULLS + cows 4 SALE: 1 herd sire; 
2, 20 month old bulls, also will sell 20 cows. U pick, 
Herd is mostly AI bred from top sires. Calves can 
be seen. Call Don (204)422-5216.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Charolais

North America’s Largest Charolais Sale! Perrot-
Martin Complete Dispersal, Sat., Dec. 15th, 
10:30am CST, at the farm, Naicam, SK. 7-mi North 
on Hwy #6, 8-mi West, 1.5-mi South. Over 600 
head sell, including all the bulls (50 long yearlings & 
120 bull calves). Wintering & terms avail on bulls. 
Also selling semen & embryos. Watch & bid online 
at www.LiveAuctions.TV For more info or a cata-
logue contact John (306)874-5496; Collin 
(306)874-2186 or T Bar C Cattle Co. Ltd. 
(306)933-4200 View the catalogue online at 
www.BuyAgro.com

SELLING PUREBRED CHAROLAIS HEIFERS & 
bull calves, good blood lines. Phone 
(204)526-2857.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Hereford

MJT CATTLE CO. LTD. Hereford & Black Angus 
Herd Dispersal. Tues., Dec. 4th, 11:00am MST at 
the ranch, Edgerton, AB. 14-mi East of Wainwright 
on Hwy 14, 11.5-mi North on #894. Selling 430 reg-
istered Hereford & Black Angus one iron, ranch 
raised females. Herd bulls sell. View & bid online at 
www.LiveAuctions.TV For a catalogue or more info 
Contact Mick (780)755-2224 or T Bar C Cattle Co. 
(306)933-4200. View the catalogue online at 
www.buyagro.com

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Limousin

TRIPLE R LIMOUSIN, HAS bulls for sale for Fall 
breeding. Also pick out your 2013 Herdsire now. 
Take delivery next Spring. Red or Black 40+ to pick 
from. Plus bred Heifers & 4H projects, steers & heif-
ers. Your source for quality Limousin genetics. Call 
Art (204)685-2628 or (204)856-3440.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Maine-Anjou

WILKINRIDGE STOCK FARM MAINE-ANJOU Fe-
male Production Sale Dec 1st, 1:00pm Grunthal 
Auction Mart. Selling 14 Heifer Calves, 83 Bred 
Heifers & Good Young Cows. All PB Cows. Cata-
logue Can Be Viewed Online www.maine-anjou.ca 
For More Information Call Sid Wilkinson 
(204)373-2631.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Shorthorn

MANITOBA SHORTHORN CLUB SALE of com-
mercially oriented bred heifers & young cows at 
Heartland Livestock Services, Virden MB on Friday 
Dec 7th, 11:00am. For more information Phone 
(204)748-3136.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle – Simmental

20 PUREBRED SIMMENTAL BRED heifers, many 
with AI bloodlines, also red cows & Cumming 2-yr 
old bulls. Acomb Family Farms, Minnedosa. 
Phone:(204)867-2203.

4 SIMMENTAL COWS & 4 Simmental heifers, calv-
ing Apr-Early May,  6 Simmental heifers calving 
Feb-Early Mar. Phone:(204)748-1366.

BRED REGISTERED SIMMENTAL HEIFERS & 
cows. 2 bred heifers & 6 young cows. Most bred for 
January calving. Most females are sired by A.I. 
bulls. $1450 each for package. Larry Dyck 
(204)822-3657, Morden MB.

Plan to attend the 34TH ANNUAL KEYSTONE 
KONNECTION SIMMENTAL SALE. Tues., Dec 
4th, 2012 at the Keystone Centre Brandon, MB. 58 
lots of Simmental Cattle. Yearling bred heifers 
w/noted breeding dates. Heifer Calves that are 
quiet & will make 4-H or Junior Show heifers. Also 
Bull Calves that are Some of the top genetics in 
Fleckvieh Simmental & Polled Red will be available 
on the 4th. These beef bulls will add Pounds to your 
calf crop for more dollars in your pocket. ADD 
GROWTH, MILK & PERFORMANCE TO your Calf 
Crop by selecting an animal at the Keystone Kon-
nection Sale. Heifer calf show at 11:30 & sale to fol-
low. View catalog online at www.marmacfarms.net 
or call (204)728-3058 or (204)729-5439 Keystone 
Sale Management.

LIVESTOCK
Cattle Various

12 BRED COWS START calving mid March asking 
$1,300. Also 6 bred heifers start calving Apr 1st 
asking $1,450. All animals are Simm X. Call 
(204)825-4289.

130 BLACK & 20 Red bred heifers. Composite 
Cross heifers. Bred to easy calving, AI bulls w/60 
day breeding season. Their Brothers sold at Doug-
las Test Station last Spring. Will fit into any natural 
program. Price reduced. Guy Johnson  
(204)448-2101 www.shorelinestockfarm.com

15-20 PAIRS JULY OCT calves, Red cows, Black 
calves. Jim Donald (204)546-2220, Grandview.

15 SIMM ANGUS COWS bred Red Angus, preg 
checked;  1 coming 3 yr old Reg Red Angus bull, 2 
coming 2 yr old Simm Angus bulls. (204)727-6988

18 SIMMENTAL X BRED heifers, bred Red Angus, 
calving April 1st, $1650 each. Will sell in smaller 
groups. Phone:(204)248-2493 cell (204)526-5836, 
Notre Dame.

250 BRED HEIFERS. Blacks, Tans, Reds bred to 
Red Angus heifer bulls. Herd health program, plus 
pelvic measure & preg checked, start calving March 
20. Your choice $1,450. Volume Discount. Jim Ab-
bott (204)745-3884 or cell (204)750-1157 Carman, MB.

30 ANGUS x LIMOUSIN cows bred to purebred 
Limousin bulls. For Apr 1 on, pick out of 45. Also 
1570 CASE manure spreader. Phone: 
(204)422-8643.

400 BRED HEIFERS, REDS, Blacks, Tans, full 
herd health program, bred to Black & Red Angus 
bulls, to start calving April 1st, 2013, over 200 are 1 
Iron Blacks from a reputation herd. 
Phone:(204)325-2416.

63 GOOD CHAROLAIS HEIFERS bred Limousin, 
calving Mar-Apr, pick of $1,385, for all them $1,285. 
Phone (204)728-7308.

BRED HEIFERS FOR SALE, bred Black Angus to 
start calving about April 1st, mostly black but some 
good colored also. Dale Smith (204)876-4798, 
Snowflake MB.

Complete Herd Dispersal 170 Simm X Cows,
80 Simm Angus X Heifers, $1800 choice or $1600
for all. Excellent line of bulls available.
Benito, MB; (204)539-2662

FOR SALE: 110 700-800-LB yearling steers, An-
gus, some Galloway crosses, never had grain, anti-
biotics, or growth hormones. Phone:(204)758-3374.

FOR SALE: 20 BRED heifers mostly Black, some Red 
Bred to Black Angus bull. To start calving mid March, 
asking, $1,650. Phone (204)379-2408, St Claude.

FOR SALE: 66 BRED Heifers, Red & Black Angus 
& Char X, bred to easy calving Angus Bulls, all preg 
checked & Ivomec. (204)824-2571.

Find it fast at

MORE SELECTION
MORE OFTEN
MORE 
DEALS...

Find it fast at

MORE OFTEN

43,000
PIECES OF AGEQUIPMENT!

OVER

Buy and Sell 
anything you need through the

C l a s s i f i e d s

Do you want to target Manitoba farmers? Place your 
ad in the Manitoba Co-operator. Manitoba’s best-read 
farm publication.SPECIAL BRED COW SALE

Monday, December 3
@ 9:00 am

60 good red angus/simmental cows
Including 20 second calvers

45 blacks including 17 first calf heifers
70 top quality black and red cows

Bred black. All 1st-3rd calvers

For more information call
Scott Anderson: 204-782-6222
Mike Nernberg: 204-841-0747

www.winnipeglivestocksales.com
Licence #1122
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LIVESTOCK
Cattle Various

FOR SALE: 75 GOOD young Simmental X bred 
cows, April 1st calving, bred Simmental. Will sell in 
smaller groups. Phone:(204)248-2493, cell 
(204)526-5836, Notre Dame.

FOR SALE: 80 RED Angus cross heifers bred 
Black Angus to start calving Apr 15th. Phone 
(204)748-7829 or (204)748-3889.

GEILSER CATTLE CO HAS for sale top quality 
Black & Red Simm X bred heifers, due to start calv-
ing early Apr, bred to easy calving Black & Red An-
gus bulls. For more info (204)739-3011 or 
(204)768-3633.

HERD DISPERSAL: 80 BRED cows, Tan Char X & 
Red Simmental Salers X. Bred Black Angus due  
Apr 10. Phone:(204)748-2873.

W + RANCH HAS 40 bred heifers, 1 Iron, Red Sim-
mental + M4 Beef Booster crosses, exposed to M3 
Beef Booster bulls July 9th, birth weights of 65-67-
lbs, full herd health program, $1400. Call Stewart 
(204)646-2338, RM of St Laurent.

Attention Seedstock Producers 
and Commercial Cattlemen

MRL Herdbuilders 2012 Bred 
Heifer Sale

Saturday December 8th 
At the Ranch, Carievale, SK.

100 Bred Heifers 70 Bred Cows
• 60 Fullblood, Red and Black Pure-

bred Simmental Bred Heifers
•15 Registered Red Angus  

Bred Heifers
All AI Bred to Elite Service Sires

• 25 Commercial Simm/Angus Bred 
Heifers

Bred Red Angus, All Home Raised
Plus Complete Dispersal of 

Spring Calving Cows
• 40 Fullblood, Red and Black Pure-
bred Simmental Cows

• 30 Registered Red Angus cows
• 15 Commercial Simm/Angus cows
An elite group of cows calving in 

April/May bred to the most popular 
sires in the breed today!

Check out the catalogue at 
www.mrlranch.com

McMillen Ranching Ltd.:
Lee 306-483-8067

Dave 306-483-8660

LIVESTOCK
Cattle Wanted

WANTED: ALL CLASSES OF feeder cattle, year-
lings & calves. Dealer Licence# 1353. Also wanted, 
light feed grains: wheat, barley & oats. 
Phone:(204)325-2416. Manitou, MB.

TIRED OF THE 
HIGH COST OF 
MARKETING 

YOUR CALVES??

Contact: 
D.J. (Don) MacDonald

Livestock Ltd.
License #1110

300-700 LBS. 
Steers & Heifers

Rob: 528-3254, 724-3400
Ben: 721-3400 
800-1000 LBS. 

Steers & Heifers
Don: 528-3477, 729-7240

LIVESTOCK
Sheep – Dorper

DORPER EWE LAMBS, $150 a piece. 
Phone:(204)734-9144, Swan River, MB.

Horses

LIVESTOCK
Horse Auctions

Gladstone Auction Mart Ltd

Horse Sale
Thursday, December 6th at 5:00pm

All Classes of Horses Welcome
Horses Should Be In By 4:00pm

For More Info Phone the Mart
at (204)385-2537

or Gerald at (204)385-2043

License #1108

LIVESTOCK
Horses – Belgian

5 YR OLD BELGIAN Gelding, Green Broke, 17+ 
hands, light in colour. Phone (204)371-5120, Vita.

Swine

LIVESTOCK
Swine For Sale

PB DURACK BORE, 3 yr old, $300. Phone 
(204)835-2433, McCreary, MB.

LIVESTOCK
Swine Wanted

      WANTED:
     BUTCHER
    HOGS

SOWS AND BOARS
FOR EXPORT

P. QUINTAINE & SON LTD.
728-7549

Licence No. 1123

Specialty

LIVESTOCK
Livestock Equipment

3 15-FT STEEL CATTLE feeder troughs & 1 20-ft 
cattle feeder trough. Heavy duty. Keith Hagan. Vird-
en, MB. Phone:(204)748-1024.

APOLLO ROLLER MILLS ELECTRIC & TTO, all 
sizes. Very cost efficient for both grain & cattle pric-
es. 50 years experience to suit your application. 
“Certainly Worth A Call!” Farmers Premium Equip-
ment. Phone:(204)724-4529.

JD 550 T.A. MANURE spr, $5500; NH 795 manure 
spr, $7,250. www.waltersequipment.com 
(204)525-4521, Minitonas, MB.

KELLN SOLAR SUMMER/WINTER WATERING
System, provides water in remote areas, improves 
water quality, increases pasture productivity, ex-
tends dugout life. St. Claude/Portage, 
204-379-2763.

PORTABLE WINDBREAKS, CALF SHELTERS,
free standing rod & pipe panels, fence line & field 
silage bunks. Also sell Speed-Rite & 7L Livestock 
fence equipment, drill pipe & sucker rod. Phone 
(204)827-2104 or (204)827-2551, Glenboro.

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

1998 Stoughton 53 ft.  
Storage Trailer Air Ride

$3,950
Call Ken 204-794-8383
#2 Mountain View Rd

Winnipeg, MB
Trux-N-Parts Salvage Inc.

MUSICAL

MARSHALL STACK, $650; Deluxe Banjo, $899; 
Sigma Guitars, $295-$730; Wireless Mics, 
$50-$259; Electric Auto Harp, $399; German Violin 
$399; Electric Guitars, $99.95-$650; Amplifiers 
$50-$1,200; Student Guitars $79.95; Drums, Cym-
bals $399; Large Variety of Student & Pro Instru-
ments & Accessories. Hildebrand Music Portage La 
Prairie Mall (204)857-3172.

PERSONAL

I AM A SINGLE white male, 5’8” 155-lbs w/good 
sense of humour, financially secure, honest, trust-
worthy. Looking for Filipino lady between 50-60 yrs 
of age to love & be loved by. Reply to Ad# 1019, 
c/o MB Co-operator, Box 9800, Station Main, Win-
nipeg, MB  R3C 3K7

LOOKING FOR ROMANCE? A best friend, and a 
happy relationship? CANDLELIGHT MATCHMAK-
ERS can help make it all happen! Confidential, 
Photos & Profiles to selected matches, affordable, 
local. Serving MB, SK, NW Ontario. Call/Write for 
info: Box 212, Roland, MB, R0G 1T0, 
(204)343-2475.

PETS

PETS  &  SUPPLIES

FOR SALE: BORDER COLLIE pups 8 wks old, 
some tri colours, males & females, out of working 
parents, $150. Call (204)873-2430.

PB BLUE & RED Heeler puppies for sale, excellent 
farm & cattle dogs. Call (204)447-2756 or 
(204)447-0184.

REAL ESTATE

REAL  ESTATE
Farms & Ranches – Manitoba

FARM SPECIALIST: COUNT ON GRANT TWEED, 
informed, professional assistance for sellers & buy-
ers. www.granttweed.com Call (204)761-6884 any-
time. Service with integrity.

MINNEDOSA AREA MIXED FARM in a great loca-
tion. Whole section of land w/1500-sq.ft home, 
36x24-ft heated shop, calving barn, quonset, cattle 
facilities, good water supply. Very scenic w/the Lit-
tle Saskatchewan River running through the farm. 
Rick Taylor, Homelife Home Professional Realty. 
(204)867-7551 email rtaylor@homelife.com

REAL  ESTATE
Farms & Ranches – Wanted

GOOD QUALITY GRAIN & Cattle Farms wanted 
for Canadian & Overseas Clients. For a confidential 
meeting to discuss the possible sale of your farm or 
to talk about what is involved, telephone Gordon 
Gentles (204)761-0511 www.homelifepro.com or 
Jim McLachlan (204)724-7753, www.homelife-
pro.com Home Professional Realty Inc.

WANTED: GRAIN & LIVESTOCK farms for both 
foreign & domestic buyers. Receiving calls weekly 
from buyers looking to farm & invest. Considering 
selling? Now is the time to discuss all options. Pro-
fessional service & confidentiality guaranteed. Con-
tact Rick Taylor:(204)867-7551, Homelife Home 
Professional Realty. www.homelifepro.com

REAL  ESTATE
Land For Sale

FOR SALE: 1/2 SECTION (S 1/2 1-15-21W) of 
Newdale clay loam in th RM of Blanchard, East of 
Cardale, MB. For more details, Call:(204)775-6698 
or (204)793-5496.

LAND FOR SALE by Tender N1/2 36-14-23W 
Hamiota approx 305 cult; NE1/4 6-15-22W Blan-
shard approx 135 cult; N1/2 2-15-22W Blanshard 
approx 250 cult. Highest or any tender not  neces-
sarily accepted. Tenders must be received by Nov. 
30th, 2012.  Mail written sealed tenders to R & K 
Haggarty Box 93 Cardale, MB R0K 0J0 For more 
info call (204)566-2188.

MACK AUCTION CO PRESENTS a land auction.
TAMMY GREER Thurs., Dec. 6th, 2012 7:00pm 
TAYLORTON ROOM, DAYS INN, ESTEVAN, SK. 
3 Quarters of Land Located in the RM of Benson 
No. 35 SW 4-5-8 W2 (C/W Surface Oil Lease); NE 
28-4-8 W2; NW 10-5-8 W2. Call (306)421-2928 or 
(306)487-7815 www.mackacutioncompany.com 
Mack Auction Co. Pl311962

NOTICE ANDY KALIVOVICH of Garland, MB in-
tends to sell private land SE 35-31-22W to Trevor & 
Emily Stevens, who intend to acquire the following 
Crown Lands NE 35-31-22W, NW 35-31-22W, SW 
35-31-22W, SE 3-31-22W, SW 2-32-22W. If you 
wish to purchase the private land & apply for the 
Unit Transfer, contact the Lessee Andy Kalivovich 
at Box 117 Hamiota, MB R0M 0T0. If you wish to 
comment on or object to the eligibility of this Unit 
Transfer write Director, MAFRI, Agricultural Crown 
Lands, PO Box 1266, Minnedosa, MB R0J 1E0 or 
Fax (204)867-6578.

REAL  ESTATE
Land For Rent

WANTED: LOOKING FOR CROPLAND in Argyle, 
Stonewall, Warren, Balmoral, Grosse Isle & sur-
rounding area. Please call Deric (204)513-0332, 
leave msg.

RECYCLING

NOTRE DAME USED OIL
& FILTER DEPOT

• Buy Used Oil • Buy Batteries
• Collect Used Filters • Collect Oil Containers

Southern and Western Manitoba
Tel: 204-248-2110

NOTRE
DAME
USED
OIL &
FILTER
DEPOT

• Buy Used Oil
• Buy Batteries

• Collect Used Filters
• Collect Oil Containers

Southern
and Western

Manitoba

Tel: 204-248-2110

Southern, Eastern, 
Western Manitoba

• Buy Used Oil
• Buy Batteries

• Collect Used Filters
• Collect Oil Containers

• Antifreeze

The only company that collects,  
recycles and re-uses in Manitoba!  

888-368-9378 ~ www.envirowestinc.com

We BUY used oil & filters 

Collection of plastic oil jugs 

Glycol recovery services 

Specialized waste removal 

Winter & Summer windshield 
washer fluid  

Peak Performance anti-freeze
( available in bulk or drums )
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SCALES

“NO WEIGH LIKE IT”

Platform Scales
Several sizes to 

choose from 
(no electrics)

Crate scales 
stationary & portable

Hopper Feeders 
w/Scale, 3pt., trk. mt. 
or trailer, hyd. motor  

or electricBale scales

ELIAS SCALES

306-445-2111
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK.

www.eliasscales.com

PEDIGREED SEED

PEDIGREED SEED
Cereal – Various

Phone: 204-526-2145
Toll Free: 1-866-526-2145

Email: info@zeghersseed.com

2013 PEDIGREED 
SEED VARIETIES: 
Carberry, Glenn, Harvest, Kane & Pasteur 

wheat, Conlon barley, Lightning fl ax, 
Souris oats, Meadow peas

Earn up to
12% SAVINGS!
early payment discounts

volume discounts

www.zeghersseed.com

PEDIGREED SEED
Specialty – Various

Bioriginal Food & Science Corp., based 
in Saskatoon, are looking to contract 
Borage acres for the upcoming 2013 

growing season.

�  Great profit potential based on high 
     yields, high prices and low input costs.

�  Attractive oil premiums and free 
     on-farm pick-up.

�  Flexible contracting options 
     available as well.

For more information,
please contact Shane at: 
306-229-9976 (cell)

306-975-9271 (office)
sfalk@bioriginal.com

SEED / FEED / GRAIN
SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS

Feed Grain

CONVENTIONAL & ROUNDUP READY corn 
seed. CanaMaize Seed Inc, 1-877-262-4046 or 
www.canamaize.com

 Specializing in:
	 	 •	Corn,	wheat,	sunflower,	canola,		 	
	 	 	 soymeal,	soybeans,	soy	oil,	barley,		 	
	 	 	 rye,	flax,	oats	(feed	&	milling)
	 	 •	Agents	of	the	CWB
	 	 •	Licensed	&	bonded

“Naturally	Better!”
Soybean Crushing Facility

(204)	331-3696

Head Office - Winkler
(888)	974-7246

Jordan Elevator
(204)	343-2323

Gladstone Elevator
(204)	385-2292

Somerset Elevator
(204)	744-2126

Sperling Elevator
(204)	626-3261

5 LOCATIONS to serve you!

www.delmarcommodities.com

Toll Free: 888-974-7246

**SERVICE	WITH	INTEGRITY**

SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS
Hay & Straw

160 BIG ROUND BALES wild hay, $20 each; 140 
2-yr old big round bales orchard grass, $20 each. 
Phone:(204)656-4358 evenings or before 8:00am.

3RD CUT ALFALFA in small square bales. Also 
Oat Straw in small square bales. Phone 
(204)371-6404, Ste Anne.

4X4 SQUARE WHEAT STRAW bales, about 600 
for sale, asking $20 per bale. Phone:(204)248-2407 
or (204)526-5002, Notre Dame.

DAIRY, BEEF & HORSE hay for sale, large 
squares. Phone: (204)526-7139 (day) or 
(204)827-2629 (evenings).

FOR SALE: 100 2011 & 50 2012 solid core alfalfa 
hay bales. Rossburn, MB Phone:(204)859-2695.

FOR SALE: SMALL SQUARE horse quality, timo-
thy or mixed bales, shedded. Phone (204)866-2253 
(204)422-8123.

HAY FOR SALE. Grass hay in 5x5 round bales. 
Call after 8:00pm (204)646-4226.

LARGE QUANTITY OF WHEAT straw bales, 
4x4x8. Can deliver. Phone Phil:(204)771-9700. 
La Salle, MB.

ROUND HARDCORE 2ND CUT Alfalfa Grass 
bales, dry, no rain, feed test results avail. Phone 
(204)966-3868 or (204)476-0597.

WHEAT & OAT STRAW bales for sale, 3 x 3 x 8. 
Phone (204)343-2144 or cell (204)745-0085.

SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS
Grain Wanted

204-373-2328

WE BUY OATS
Call us today for pricing

Box 424, Emerson, MB R0A 0L0

“ON FARM PICK UP” 
1-877-250-5252

BUYING:
HEATED & GREEN 

CANOLA
• Competitive Prices
• Prompt Movement
• Spring Thrashed

Vanderveen
Commodity

Services Ltd.
Licensed and Bonded Grain Brokers

Andy Vanderveen · Brett Vanderveen
Jesse Vanderveen

A Season to Grow… Only Days to Pay!

37 4th Ave. NE Carman, MB R0G 0J0   
Ph. (204) 745-6444  

Email: vscltd@mts.net

We are buyers of farm grains.

  • Vomi wheat    • Vomi barley
  • Feed wheat    • Feed barley
  • Feed oats    • Corn
  • Screenings    • Peas
  • Light Weight Barley

You can deliver or we can
arrange for farm pickup.

Winnipeg 233-8418
Brandon 728-0231
Grunthal 434-6881

“Ask for grain buyer.”

Contact Denis or Ben 
for pricing ~ 204-325-9555

NOW BUYING
Confection and 
Oil Sunflowers, 

Brown & Yellow Flax 
and Red & White Millet

Licensed & Bonded

P.O. Box 1236 
129 Manitoba Rd. 

Winkler, MB. R6W 4B3

Following An Excellent Year of Farm & Land Sales, 
We Are Actively Seeking Farm Property To Sell, & 
To Present At Our Farm Marketing Presentations I 
Will Be Making In The UK, Ireland, & South Africa 
During February 2013. To Obtain The Best Expo-
sure For Your Farm, Please Give Me A ‘No Obliga-
tion’ Call To Discuss Your Plans (204)729-6644 Or 
You Can E-mail Me: mctorr@inethome.ca 
www.century21westman.com
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SEED/FEED MISCELLANEOUS
Grain Wanted

BUYING ALL FEED GRAINS
Heated/Spring Threshed

Lightweight/Green/Tough,
Mixed Grain - Barley, Oats, Rye, 

Flax, Wheat, Durum, Lentils, Peas, 
Canola, Chickpeas, Triticale, 

Sunflowers, Screenings, Organics 
and By-Products

√ ON-FARM PICKUP
√ PROMPT PAYMENT

√ LICENSED AND BONDED

SASKATOON, LLOYDMINSTER, 
LETHBRIDGE, VANCOUVER, 

MINNEDOSA
1-204-724-6741

FARMERS, RANCHERS,
SEED PROCESSORS

SWAP

SWAP 56 INTERNATIONAL HALF-TONNE, partly 
restored, will swap for W6 or W9 tractor. Phone: 
(204)855-2212.

TIRES

FEDERATION TIRE: 1100X12, 2000X20, used air-
craft. Toll free 1-888-452-3850

New 30.5L-32 16 ply, $2,195; 20.8-38 12 ply 
$866; 18.4-38 12 ply; $783; 24.5-32 14 ply, $1,749; 
14.9-24 12 ply, $356; 16.9-28 12 ply $558. Factory 
direct. More sizes available new and used.  
1-800-667-4515. www.combineworld.com

TRAILERS
Grain Trailers

2006 LODE KING SUPER B grain trailer, 22.5 
wheels, air ride, fresh safety, $49,000 Morris, MB. 
(204)746-5575.

TRAILERS
Livestock Trailers

EXISS ALUMINUM LIVESTOCK TRAILERS. NEW 
STOCK. 10-yr Warranty. Prices starting at $15,100. 
Leasing available. Available at Sokal Industries Ltd. 
Phone: (204)334-6596 e-mail: sokalind@mymts.net

TRAILERS
Trailers Miscellaneous

BRANDON TRAILER SALES “You will like our 
prices!” “It’s that Simple!” “Let’s compare quality & 
price!” “Certainly worth the call!” Phone 
(204)724-4529. Dealer #4383

STOCK TRAILERS 6X16 GN, $3,500; 7x22 GN, 
$3,300; Real 8.5x24 GN, $5,000; 2 Axle Dolly, 
$2,000; Single Axle Dolly, $1,900; 48-ft. Loboy, 
$6,500; New Decks for 1-Ton Trucks 9-ft., $2,350; 
11-ft., $2,850. Phone (204)857-8403.

TRAVEL

Rural & Cultural Tours
Pacific Coastal Cruise ~ May 2013

Ukraine/Romania ~ May 2013
Austria/Switzerland ~ June 2013

Ireland ~ June 2013
Western Canada ~ June 2013

Alaska Land/Cruise ~ August 2013
Available Soon: 

Australia/New Zealand & South America 2014
*Tours may be tax Deductible

Select Holidays 1-800-661-4326
www.selectholidays.com

WATER  PUMPS

Sakundiak Augers
Farm King Augers 

Auger Movers
Honda & Kohler Engines

Allied Loaders
Meridian Hopper Bins

CRYSTAL CITY, MB
204-873-2395

www.cudmorebros.com

Cudmore Bros.

CAREERS

CAREERS
Farm / Ranch

SEEKING INDIVIDUAL TO ASSIST in farm opera-
tions. Will be required to operate & maintain equip-
ment, maintain buildings, yard, ranch house & gar-
den. Must be mechanically inclined, clean & 
responsible. Will be required to cook farm meals at 
times. Welding & some carpentry experience an as-
set. $11.50, housing available, full-time starting ear-
ly spring 2013. Inquire to (204)745-8303.

HELP WANTED
McMillen Ranching Ltd., a large 
purebred livestock operation and 

grain farm, is seeking honest, 
reliable persons to join our 

team. Experience with livestock, 
machinery and 1A license an asset. 

Full time, year- round positions 
available or part time. Excellent 

wages, Modern equipment.

Please send resume by 
fax 306-928-2143

or email mrl@sasktel.net
or phone Lee 306-483-8067.

CAREERS
Help Wanted

CAREERS
Help Wanted

DAIRY ASSISTANT REQUIRED AT Halarda 
Farms. Full-time w/shift work. The successful appli-
cant will be self-motivated & a team player. No ex-
perience needed. Competitive wages and an exten-
sive health & benefit package offered. Halarda 
Farms is a modern, large mixed farm located in the 
Elm Creek area. Fax resume to (204)436-3034 or 
call (204)436-2032.

General Beekeeping Labourers Wanted for Spring &
Summer of 2013 (6) We are looking for 6 applicants
who are interested in working on a medium sized
honey farm in the Miami MB. area during the summer
months of 2013. Pay $11-$15/hr. Email
stepplerfarms@hotmail.com for job descriptions &
positions available.

SEASONAL FARM LABORERS SOUGHT for 
asparagus & potato related duties. Position will be 
seasonal full time, 40+ hr/week. Wage $10.25/hr. 
Period of employment anticipated to be from April 
15, 2013 until September 30, 2013. Job description 
includes cutting seed potatoes & general potato 
harvesting duties, such as picking dirt. Also, work 
includes cutting & packing of asparagus. Must be 
willing to work long hours & do repetitive tasks as 
well as bending & some heavy lifting. Applicants 
must be able to work in a variety of conditions in 
outdoor environment & must be able to work well 
with others. Please apply in writing to Northern Po-
tato Company Ltd., Box 33, Bagot, MB R0H 0E0

WANTED: FARM LABOUR on cattle operation, 
working w/cattle & equipment. Fax resume to Yel-
low Rose Farms (204)535-2072 or e-mail 
rcg@xplornet.ca

WE HAVE A POSITION available on our Dairy 
Farm near Woodlands, MB for someone who en-
joys working w/Dairy cattle, main duties will be milk-
ing cows & feeding calves, competitive wages, no 
accommodation available. If interested please e-
mail betsyelskamp@hotmail.com

CAREERS
Sales / Marketing

YOU WANT TO BE  
PROUD OF YOUR WORK.
WE PROVIDE A REASON. 

NOW HIRING:  
SALES CONSULTANT 
Cargill Animal Nutrition 
Brandon, MB 
Job # BRA00053

Reporting to the Regional Sales 
Leader, the Sales Consultant will be 
responsible for interacting with clients 
and prospective customers, helping 
them understand how Cargill Animal 
Nutrition can provide solutions for them 
and improve their profitability. Your role 
will be to grow Cargill’s nutrition and 
consulting business in the Brandon, 
MB area through direct relationships 
with producers across multiple species 
groups. Visit www.cargill.jobs for 
position details and to apply online. 

Find out why we’ll be better  
together at www.cargill.jobs

BETTERTOGETHER

AD PROOF & ESTIMATE All prices exclude taxes

DOCKET: MEDIA: SECTION: INSERTION DATE: AD SIZE: PRICE
1211-069B Manitoba Co-operator CLASSIFIED DISPLAY/ 

EMPLOYMENT
Nov 29/12 1 col x 4.14

TOTAL PRICE

RECOMMENDED MEDIA ESTIMATE

Prepared by the HR ADWORKS SERvICE TEAM
ORDER TAKEN: DESIgNED: PROOFED: ESTIMATED: SENT:

Lily Julie

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Search the nation’s largest  
selection of used ag equipment 
with just  
one click.

Find it fast at43,000
PIECES OF AG
EQUIPMENT!

OVER

Buy and Sell 
anything you need through the

C l a s s i f i e d sStretch your advertising dollars! Place an ad in the 
classifieds. Our friendly staff is waiting for your call. 
1-800-782-0794.

Call our toll-free number to take advantage of our Pre-
payment Bonus. Prepay for 3 weeks and we’ll run your 
ad 2 more weeks for free. That’s 5 weeks for the price 
of 3. Call 1-800-782-0794 today!

Looking for a hand around the farm? Place a help 
wanted ad in the classifieds. Call 1-800-782-0794.



48 The Manitoba Co-operator  |  November 29, 2012 

Helvetica Neue LT Std (55 Roman, 75 Bold; OpenType)

Bayer Crop Science

Insertion Date: November 1, 2012

TCS12041

CALMCL-DMX8127  Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

None

SBC12152.TitanEmesto.7.4C
Manitoba Co-operator10-24-2012 11:45 AM

Marsha Walters

100%

SAFETY: None  TRIM: 10.25” x 15.25”  Bleed: None10.25” x  15.25”

SPEC ORIGINALLY GENERATED:  Marianne                                                        PAGE: 1 

SBC12152.TitanEmesto.7.4C.indd

Production Contact Numbers:
403 261 7161  403 261 7152  

S:10.25”

S:15.25”

T:10.25”

T:15.25”

B:10.25”

B:15.25”

H-25-11/12-TCS12041-E

Only one of these potato seed-pieces is 
protected from the broadest spectrum of 
insects and diseases. Only one is safeguarded 
with two new fungicides. Only one takes 
fusarium protection to the max — even against 
resistant strains. And only one is covered with 
Titan™ Emesto™, the first and only coloured 
liquid seed-piece treatment. It’s easy to use 
and even easier to see the difference it makes. 
And you’ve never seen anything like this 
before.

Learn more at 
BayerCropScience.ca/TitanEmesto

BayerCropScience.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer CropScience representative.
Always read and follow label directions. Titan™ and Emesto™ are trademarks of the Bayer Group. Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada.

Change the way  
you look at potato  
seed-piece treatments
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